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PREFACE. 



'^ Our Relygyou is so abuaed, as the Papists rejoyce, the newters 
do not myslike changes, and the fewe zelouse professors lamente 
the lacke of pyetye." 
^ The Earl ofSusaex to Sir W. CeeU, July 22, 1S62. 

-n Every one who has studied the History of the 

^"* Church in Ireland during the eventful period im- 

3 mediately subsequent to the Reformation^ must 

S necessarily have remarked how limited are the 

sources of information which are accessible to the 

ecclesiastical inquirer. Indeed^ writers of every 

party^ both Churchmen and Dissenters^ unite in 

deploring the loss and ruinous waste which has 

taken place amongst the Records of the Irish 

Church. 

Impressed with these views, when engaged some 
years ago in the State Paper Office in collecting 
materials for the Topographical History of a dis- 
A 3 
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trict in the north of Ireland^ I was much struck 
with the numerous letters relating to the affairs 
of the Church, to be found scattered among the 
vast collection of papers there preserved, and 
which have reference to Ireland. It occurred to 
me at the time, that it might not be an uninte- 
resting labour, or entirely unacceptable to the 
Church, to make a selection from these papers, and 
commit them to the press, after the model of Sir 
Henry EUis^s valuable series of letters illustrative of 
English History. 

The accession of Edward VI. evidently appeared 
the proper point from whence to commence the 
selection, inasmuch as the Ecclesiastical Papers 
which remain in the State Paper Office of a date 
anterior to the death of Henry VIII., have been 
already given to the public in the general collection 
of State Papers relating to Ireland, which were 
printed in 1834. 

The present series of Papers (for they cannot 
all strictly be called Letters) commences then with 
the accession of Edward VI., and embraces every 
document of interest affecting the state of the Irish 
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PREFACE. Vll 

Churchy or written to^ or by^ the Irish Prelates and 
Dignitaries, which I have met with in the State Paper 
Office, from that time to the ninth year of Elizabeth, 
1567. In some cases indeed the extreme length of 
the original papers, having reference not only to 
the Ecclesiastical, but the Civil state of the king- 
dom, required extracts only to be given; but in 
these cases nothing which concerned the Church 
has been omitted, it having been my object to pre- 
serve every fact likely to throw light on the very 
obscure state of the Church during the reigns of 
Edward VI. and Mary and the early part of that of 
Elizabeth. 

If indeed the publication of these Papers should 
assist in the smallest degree to unravel the com- 
plicated chain of the History of the Holy Catholic 
Church, still by God's blessing established in Ireland, 
the object of the compiler will be fully attained ; 
for although they may be considered to throw but 
little additional light on the all-engrossing topic 
of the day — the Pretensions of Papal Rome — ^they 
may perhaps be of service in assisting to prove that 
the assertions of those modem statesmen who affirm 
that the Romish Church has existed in Ireland in 
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unbroken succession from the time of the Reforma- 
tion, rests on a very inadequate foundation; it is 
evident, that although, from the distracted state of 
the times, the Reformation was necessarily very im- 
perfectly carried out in Ireland, the true succession 
of Bishops in the Church was ever preserved, and 
that solely in the line of Prelates acknowledged by 
the State ; the Romish intruders into their Dioceses 
have derived their orders from Italy and Spain, since 
the Reformation, and not from the Irish Church ^ 

It remains for me to acknowledge the assistance 
which I have received from many friends during the 
preparation of these Letters for the press, among whom 
I desire particularly to express my obligations to the 
Ven. Henry Cotton, D.C.L., Archdeacon of Cashel ; 
John O^Donovan, Esq., the learned Editor of the 
" Annals of the Four Masters ;*' John Holmes, Esq., 
of the British Museum ; the Rev. William Reeves, 
D.D., M.R.I.A. ; and the Rev. John Jebb, Rector of 
Peterstowe, in the county of Hereford. 

' See Perceval's Apology for the Doctrine of Apostolical Succes- 
sion, £!d. 1841, Appendix, p. 260. ; and Palmer's Treatise on the 
Church, vol. ii. pp. 659—569. 
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I. 

The Lords of the Council to the Lord Deputy and 
Council of Irelandj relating to the suppression of 
Saint Patricias College^ Dublin ; the Plate to be sent 
to Bristol; part of the College Church to be con- 
verted into a Church for the Parish. — 25th May, 
1547. 

[Extract from the original draft.] 

In Mason's History and Antiquities of the Cathedral of St. Patrick, 
page 152, will be found the Instructions which accompanied the 
Letters Patent, dated the 24th of March, let Edward YI. (1647)« 
whereby Commissioners were appointed to dispose of that Cathe- 
dral or Collegiate Church. The following rough draft contains 
additional Instructions and explanations on this matter, and is now 
for the first time printed. 

Touching St Patricke it appereth by 

yo' said Ires that the people of that realme have a 
great afiyaunce in the said sainet Patricke taking 
him (as yow write) for there chief patron under 
Christy the Kings Ma*» pleasure w* th'advice of me 
the lord protecto' and the rest of his [Ma*y"] privie 
counsell is^ that as- well for th supsticious 

opinion as of the comeh people [and su]ndry other 
B 2 
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consideracons you shall accordingly* [as?] you all- 
redy begone proceede further to the full execution 
of all things touching that College^ in such sort as 
was prescribed unto you by your former instructions 
in that behalf, saving (as we doubt nott but ye have) 
a sp'° consideration in the appyetmet of ye pencons 
to the honesty learning & other qualities of euy one 
ther [?] and his Mat' [pleasure] is that in respect of 
the good and service don by the dean of 

that CoUeage you shall appoint unto him one yerely 
pencoii of cc marks sterling % unto suche tyme as he 
shalbe advaunced by his highnes to a lyving. 

And as for the plate and ornaments of the said 
CoUeage his Ma** pleasure is that suche porcion of 
the same as shall remayn bes[ides] that w®^ you 
shall thinke mete by yo' discr[etion to be gi]ven to 
the other churche there [be s]ent by seine conve- 
nient and trusty messenger to BristoU & there de- 
lyvered to the Threasourer of the Mynt by indenture. 

And' of the ornaments of sayd church such portoh 

^ to your desyre alredy in that mater for the sur- 
vey and appointing of the pencons w*'** his Ma*y 
taketh in very thankefuU pte {erased). 

' during his lief {erased). 

' in case ther shal be among the said plate and 
ornaments some notable or riche Jewell or other 
thing mete for his highnes own use his Mat* plea- 
sure is ye shall cause the same {erased). 
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as you shall think mete for his Ma** we requyr yow 
to cause the same [to be sent] hither accordingly. 

And where as we have byii enfourmed that a grete 
nomber of comen people there have byn accustomed 
to have theire pisshe Churche w4n the said CoUeage 
of S Patryk, his Ma*» pleasure is you sh[all leave? 
8u]che portion^of the sayd coUeage churche [as 
may] suffice for a pisshe churche^ leaving for the same 
iiij of the smallest bells & suche convenient portion 
of other meane ornaments as by your discretions 
ye shall thinke mete for the furniture [of the] said 
pisshe churche accordingly. 

M: to the deputie and CouDBell of Ireland xxyo Mali 1547. 



II. 

A Scheme for the Endowment of a University to be 
erected in Dublin, from the funds of the late sup- 
pressed Cathedral Church of St. Patrick, ^c, by 
George \Brovme^ Archbishop o/DaWm.— [1547.] 

[Orig.] 

The first plan <^ the Foundation of the University of Dublin, 
eventually founded by Queen Elizabeth in 1591, has been generally 
ascribed to the Government of Sir John Perrot in 1584, among 
whose additional Instructions was one ''to consider how a College 
may be erected : and St. Patrick's Church, and the revenue thereof, 
B 3 
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may be appropriated thereunto, and every diocese by Act of Parlia- 
ment be made contributory out of the leases of impropriations." It 
would appear, however, from the following paper, that George 
Browne, the first Protestant Archbishop of Dublin, has the credit of 
the original scheme. 

A DEVICE or peticion framed bj th'archebysshop of 
Dublin for an Uniusitie to be founded and erected 
in Irland w^^ a playne declaration iiowe the same 
maye be easilie doon by the Eang" Mefi^ to the great 
glorie of God, his Ma^ bono' and immortall remem- 
brance^ and the spedier reducem^ of the people there 
to a due obedience and acknowledging of their duties 
in that behalf. 

ffyrst where the Cathedrall churche of Saint 
Patricks besides Dublin bathe of late been sup- 
pressed and dissolued^ That the same Cathedrall 
Churche may be erected agayne and established for 
ever, to gether w* all the bowses appteyneng and 
lyeng comodiously abowte it, and therof a faire and 
lardge coUedge to be made, for the fyrst planting of 
an uniusitie there, and there to be placed a certaine 
nombr of felowes to be contynwall students (in all 
discipline necessarie) and so in tyme and by degrees 
convenient to growe to be prechers. 

Secondarilie that for the better pceding in all good 
litterature of the saide students and others that shall 
repaire to the saide universitie for leameng, there 
may be founde ppetuallie to endure ffowre ordynary 
lectours to be instytuted & erected. One of the 
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Latten tongue^ an other of the Greke tongue^ the 
thirde of Cyvill Lawe, and the iiij'*^ of Dyvinitie, and 
of theis the fyrst ij to be read euy working day® in 
terme tyme^ The other ij thrise in the wick, that is 
to saye^ Mondaye, Wednisdaie^ and frydaye, the 
Dyvinitie leeto', and on Tuisdaie Thursdaie and 
Satumday the Cyvill lawe. 

Itm euy sondaie and feastefuU daie throughowte 
the yere one sermon to be preached in the saide 
CoUedge Churche by the dyvinitie reader or one 
other of the felowes of the CoUedge being a devyne, 
or by some other godlie man to be therunto ad- 
mitted by the Master and Seniors of the said Col- 
ledge, or by th'archebysshop there for the tyme 
being. 

Itm that where as Christeehurche standeth w4n 
the Cittie, that the Dean and Mynistres therof maye 
be transferred to serve god at the saide Colledg, ffor 
there is rowme ynoughe for theym all, and where the 
Kings Ma**® is nowe charged w* Ixvii^ yerely owte of 
his g^ cofers for mayntennce of certaine prestes and 
coristors in Christeehurche, the same may be releued 
and resumed w* an honest portion of the tempalties 
of the said Christeehurche to the Kings Ma*" use, 
appointing to the Dean and felowes nowe being 
there sufficient lyvings and salaries to serve in the 
said Coll^dge to be erected, during their lyves. 

Itm, that the Churche nowe called Saint Patricks 
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may be named the Churche of Holy Trynitie and 
the Colledge to be called Christes CoUedge of the 
fundacion of King Edwarde the Sixt &c. 

Sixt, that theis benefices folowing may be annexed 
to the saide Uniusitie for the fynding of the forsaide 
Lectours, flfyrst the psonage of Trym, the psonage of 
Armulghn, the psonage of Rathewere^ the psonage 
of Callaii^ the wardenship of Youghil, the psonage of 
Dungarvan^ and a lector to be kept apon th^arche- 
deaconry of Mythe for ever, and that the M' of the 
Colledge do paye to euy of the readers xl" yerely. 

Itm, that towardes the comens of the saide Col- 
ledge and studentes maye be applied all and singuler 
suche portions and allownhcs as ded belonge to foure 
pety canons and xvi'®° vycars afore the suppression 
of Saint Patrichs aforsaid and the coinens of the 
churche whiche w* the benefics abouenamed will 
suffice; wherin is to be noted that of the same 
benefices the kings Ma**® is patrone of Rathewere, 
Ardmulghan and Roslare, my lorde of Ormonde 
patrone of Callane, The Bysshop of Mythe patrone 
of Trym, and the Kinges Maiestie in possession of 
Dungarvan, th'erle of Desmond patrone of the war- 
denship of Youghili. 

Itm, the kings Ma*' moste gratious Ires tenderlie 
to be directed to the lordes and bysshoppes of Irland 
that they will heipe w* some other more psonages 
& benefics to be applied and annexed to and for 
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the better indowem^ and mayntenoce of the saide 
uiiiusitie. 

Itm^ That comission under the kings great seall 
here maye be directed to suche as to his hieghnis 
shalbe thoght good, ad audiendas et terminandas 
eausas ecciiasticas, to th'intent that thereby the 
people may be occasioned to leave and omitt the 
popishe trede, whiche many of them now imbraseth, 
and also to swere all bysshoppes and preistes to the 
obedience of the Kings maiestie and his successou'* 
as their immediate hed and gouno' under god and 
for th'executio" of other his Ma** pcedings according 
th'order used in Inglande. 

Itin, That twoo Archedeacons of Dublin may be 
againe restored to ayde and assist th'archebysshop 
there for the tyme being whiche was taken awaie at 
the supp^ssion of Saint Patricks, and this the rather 
that there is no bysshop in Christendome w*owte an 
archedeacon, but onely Dublin, and so the saide 
Archebysshop the wors hable to supplie his chardg 
who had befor the saide supp'^sion ij Archedecons. 
[they to finde ij lectours.] 

Itm, That now immediately may be sent thither 
iii to be Bysshoppes and to preche, euy one of theym 
to have a sufficient lyving to th'intent that neither 
they throughe default or lyving be bordenous to any 
pson, and yet may withoute that care moste dili- 
gently and emestly travaill in setting forthe to the 
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people by an uniforme doctiyne the v^ords of god 
and the Chry***" pceding* of the Kinges Ma*** as it is 
here in Inglande. 

Itm that th'archebysshop of Dublin and certaine 
others may be incorporated by the kings charto' to 
receyve to th'use of the saide uniusitie as well all the 
saide landes tents Rectories and hereditam^ to be 
gyven therto for the mayntennce of the same by the 
kinges Ma^® as by all other lordes and bysshopes 
that woU depte w^ any thing for that p^pose, the 
statute of Mortemayn not withstanding. 

Itm^ that the Dean^ dignities and pbendaries of 
Christechurche in Dublin upon theire translacion to 
the saide churche of the trinitie besides Dublin may 
be incorporated by suche name as shall pleas the 
king* Ma**« w* honest lyvinges to them apointed 
having a chapiter and coenseall to assist th'arche- 
bisshop for the tyme being, in comen mattirs as the 
Kings lawes shall pmytt. 

Thys may an noble Uniusitie be founded for an 
immortall memory of the kings hieghnis, and to his 
maiesties no great charge, so that his graces com^de- 
m^ may goo withall unto the lordes and bysshopes of 
Irlande that euy of them truelie and faithfully put to 
their good aide and help for the saide uniusitie to be 
erected in Dublin as a place of all other in Irland 
moste ppir for the same. 

Itm^ that a comissio be nowe directed to resume 
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in to the Kings Ma^ handes all coUedges fire chapels 
and chauntries w4n that Realme^ and that aondryfree 
scales may be erected upon the same for educatio of 
youthe there ^y whiche shalbe a good augmentacion of 
his hieghnes Revenuez. 

fiyrste for th^erecton of an unyversitie to be 
established w%in the Realme of Irlande by Dublin 
to be ther remanent for ever as well for th'enereace 
of gods divine s'vice as the Kings M a^^* immortall 
fame^ & the unspeakeable reformacoh of that realme 
and for educacion of students & youth^ whiche may 
from tyme to tyme growe^ aswell in the knowlege 
of god th'auto' of all goodnes^ w^'^out whom, the 
knowledge of the kinge, the obedience of his Lawes, 
shall neu be hade ther, the lacke wherof bathe been 
only the ruyne & decaye of that realme, and so 
by pees of tyme the same students beynge repayred 
to ther natyve shyres shall by ther leamynge and 
goode educacion be bothe example of goode lyvinge 
& also a lyvely trompe to call that barbarous nacion 
from evill to goode, & consequently from goode to 
bett", & so to be pfight & Civill. 

It is thought goode that the late churche of Saynt 
Patricks by Dublin w^^ all the houssis, mansions, 
orchards & gai'dyng^, whiche the late deane p'ben- 
daries peticanons & vicars choralls of the said late 
churche hade, shalbe gyven by the king" Ma**® to 
1 Erased. 
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suche as the king* Ma^® & his mooste honorable 
Counsaill thinke goode, or others to be named by 
the deputie & Counsayll ther for & to th'use of 
the Chauncelo' or ruler of the same Unyiisitie, and 
the felowes therof, and the deane & felowes of the 
cathedrall churche and coUedge there for eu^ or suche 
other as the kinge and his Ma^^^ Counsaill shall 
thynke mete & eonvenyent. 

Item^ for the establishinge of a Deane & chapiter 
ther^ it may passe well^ that the deane and felowes of 
the Cathedrall Churche of the blessed Trinitie of 
Dublin be translated to the said late Churche of 
Saynt patricks, ther to c6tynue w"* ther lyving* for 
ever, for the bett" mayntemice of gods devyne S'^vyce 
ther. 

Item, for asmyche as the Chauntries there, ar yett 
undissolved, & that th'incumbents therof make spoile 
of the same as in yevinge lesses of them for so many 
yeris, as in tyme nether the Kinge shall have eny 
pfate therof, ne yet eny godlynes therby mayntened, 
for avoyding wherof, & for the mayntenhce of the 
said uniusitie, it may please his Mefi^ to directe his 
highnes cdmyssion for dissolucon of the same chaun- 
tries, and the revenuez therof to be applied to th'use 
of the saide Unyusitie in man and forme folowyng. 

foure lectors to be kept ther cotynually, that is to 
saye, viz. the greake lector, the civill lector, phisike> 
and the divinitie lector, to be reade from tyme to 
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tyme, as they are read in the Unyusities of Oxford 
& Cambridge; & that eiiy of the readers of the 
said lectors shall have yerlie of th'essues & pficts of 
the said chauntries xl li. and furder that upon the 
reaste of the yssues & p6cts of Chauntries ther shal 
be meyntened for eu" in the said Unyusitie the nomb*^ 
of ij<^ students to learne the said lyball artes, receving 
of the said yssuyes & pficts thqr living* & susten- 
tacon, as the thing shall extende sufficientlye for 
that p^pose^ & so shall his ma'^® haue ootynuall 
Orators to pray for his highnes moost victorious 
& immortall fame for eu~. 

and where upon the dissoluco^n of the said late 
cathedrall Churche, it was declared by S' Anthony 
Sentleg' then the King* deputi* ther, that the Kinge, 
his Msfi^^ pleasur was, that the said Churche should 
be couerted to a bett" use, viz: an unyusitie, 
whiche myche the rather pvoked the deane & felowes 
ther, to codisende to the surrend" therof ; therfor yf 
it moght please the king« Ma**® to graunt the Vnion 
of the bnfics late appending to the said Churche, to 
the said Unyusitie ; thyssuy* & pficts wherof was 
wount to be payed in come, & nowe dimised for 
mony to be payed to the King" Ma"** use. The 
archbusshope of Dublin und' his chapite' Scale & 
the Maio' of Dublin und" his comen seale shalbe 
bounde to pay the K» highnes yerly according the 
survey therof taken, & this only because that the 

c 
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masters & students ther shall haue come at a rea- 
sonable pryce for ther bett" mayntenaunce, not 
ineanyng herby that eny of the p'sent fermors of any 
pcell of the pmyss", other then suche as woU for that 
godly p'pose depte w^ some comoditie; shalbe dampny- 
fied therby^ but only to haue the come after the yeris 
of the nowe fermors shalbe expyred in the p^myss. 

[endorsed in S' W, Cecils hand.] 
B. of Dublys 
devise for a Uniusite. 



III. 

Edmund {^Butler}, Archbishop of Cashel, to the Duke 
of Somerset, state of the Country, praise of Mr. BeU 
Ungham, and recommendation of Walter Cowley. 
2Mh Feb. [1584.] 

^' [Orig.] 

Edmtmd Butler, Prior of the Abbey of Athassel, was consecrated 
Archbishop of Cashel in 1627, and died in March 1650-1, and was 
buried in the Cathedral there : his attachment to the Reformation 
has been doubted ^; but from his praise of Walter Cowley in the fol- 
lowing letter, who was general Surveyor of Abbey Lands in Ireland, 
and therefore a decided partisan of the reformed faith, we may pre- 
sume he was also a Protester against the errors of the Church of 
Rome. [See XIV.] 

Pleasid yo' noble grace to be adutisid how hitherto 
according the charge comittid to me I haue done the 
best I coude for the quiete of thies pties sithnes the 

1 Mant, I. 185. 
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deptu' of the countess doager of Ormonde, & althogh 
sundrie roberres & offences have bene comittid 
sithens, as I hau certefied therther, yet be reason of 
JO' graces lettres at sundrie times sent hither, & 
other prudent devices addressed from them, many 
inconueniences haue the less taken effect, & do 
stande in such case of reformacoii as god willing 
things shalbe w^out dificultie redressid, and for 
asm^^ as I doubt not yo' good grace vf^^ that moste 
nob^® counseill will pvyde redresse in sundrie things 
worthi reformacon, I putt in suspence to truble the 
same w*^ any further particulariter* being the hering 
& discussing of the circumstance {illegible) 
tak bett' place here then elswhere, as for c'cum- 
stances & poUecies in reformacon of the people here, 
I neu" sawe the waye for to prosper therin as M' 
Bellinghame attempt"^ & achevid in so short a time, 
who hath oppenid the veri gate of the right reforma- 
con, whos nature as I judge will not trifBU w* any 
uniruitfuU c^ciistance. There repairith thather 
Walt' Cowley at this time, whos truth & his fathers 
doth nowe apere in many things, & out of doubt in 
myne opinion, is a great discoraging uniusally here to 
the people, seinge theire distruccon, for their emest 
truth in declaracon of abuses, and forasm^^ as the 
one deyed there, in p'sute therof, & the other re- 
pairing thother, who hath aft" longe durans sustain^ 
m®** domadge, I beseech yo' grace to be his good Lorde 
c 2 
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& to geve him wherebi occason may grow to encor- 
radge the comen people to be emest in awanusing 
thing" tending to the King* Ma*** hono' & the Burti* 
of this his highnes' pore realme ; so as be meanes 
therof truth shalbe the less extinct^ assurring yo' 
Grace that I knowe him to be of honeste disposlcoii^ 
& one that hath great experience^ who can do right 
good Syvice. thus almighti god send unto yo' 

noble grace yo' valiant hartes disure^ firom kilkenny 
the xxv*^ day of februari 

To' Gracs bounden orato' 

Edmud of Casshell. 
To the Duck of Somsetts right noble grace Lord 
Gou'no' of the king* Ma**«* mooste Royall psone 
ptecto' of his highnes" Realmes & Domynions & 
highe Thesaurer of England* 



IV. 

Christopher [JBorfeWn], Archbishop of Tuam, to Sir 
Edward Bellingham, Lord Deputy y offering his ser- 
viceSy the country needeth reformation^ lack of Jus- 
tice. 2&th July 154S. 

[Orig.] 

Of Christopher Bodekin, archbishop of Tuam from 1536 to 1572, 
I can find but little account, but it would seem from this letter that 
he was attached to the civil, if not to the ecclesiastical Reformation 
of the Realm : He was consecrated Bishop of Kilmacduagh at Mar- 
seiles in 1533 or 1534, and after his Translation to Tuam by the 
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favor of Henry YIII. in 1636, held also the see of Kilmacduagh hy 
dispensation. He died full of days at Tuam in 1572, and was buried 
at Galway. 

In my most humble and loueing man'r I haue me 
hartely recommded on to yo' most honorable good 
Lordship^ adutiseinge thesam, had not ben the 
great confidence and trust I hau yo' Lordship ^old 
sowne come in those o' owne confynes, for the better 
stay of the sam; albeit the way is daungerus, by this 
I had come to yo' psence, oflferyng my diligent ser- 
vice daylly to be att yo' Lordshipis commndeme"" 
& pleasure^ in as hartie man*^ as I did showe to eny 
yo' ancestores bering that bono' & chardge yo' 
Lordship are assupted unto. And nowe att eny 
tyme yo^ woU cole fo' my psone or service here or 
ther, assuredly I wole not fayll to serve yo' lordship 
att yo' pleasure, to the utte moste of my pouere, 
& cordingly to myn estate, P^y^g almight" god to 
augment yo' victory and fiunous procedings, being 
divolgated throughe owt all Ireland, to the grete 
fere of myse'doueers & malefacteres, all thoughe the 
contres herobouthes nowe nydyth reformacon more 
then eur to for, all for lack of regemen & Justice 
among them to be obSued, And thus offeryng me self 
reddy and prompte att yo"^ com'tendemet, flrom the 
Kings towiie of Galway the xxv* of Julye 

1548 Cristophor Tuame"" 
Yo' daylly oratore. 

To the most honorable Lorde S^^ Edward Bellyngham Knyght the 
K* deputie of Ireland w^ Reverance gyve this 

c 3 
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V. 



Interrogatories apparevdly against George [Browne']^ 
Archbishop of Dublin^ for negkct of duty in the 
Government of the Church. 

[probably in November 1648.] [Orig,] 

G«orge Browne was consecrated Archbishop of Dublin in 1635, 
and was the Leader of the Protestant Party in Ireland during the 
Reigns of Henry VIII. and Edward VI. ; in that of Queen Mary, 
he was deprived of his Archbishoprick for matrimony, in 1554; and 
is supposed to have died soon afterwards. 

The author of these injurious articles against Archbishop Browne 
has not been discovered. 

Whether my Lord Protectors grace and most 
honorable counsaile of Englande wrote unto George 
Archebisshop of Dublin befor Cristmas last ; that he 
shuld not alienate any parte or pyrcelle of his 
bishopriche befor he had advertised ther honors 
what he had doon befor that. Neuertheless the said 
Archebisshop made alienacons and leases in reuer- 
coii and otherwise of the most of his bishopricke to 
his childerne, Robert Bathe^ and other in Januarie 
folowing and dated them in June befor that. 

Whether the said Archebisshop at severall tymes 
befor master Seintleger was last sent for, said he had 
sufficient matters of treason and other abuses to laie 
to the saide Saintlegers charge, if he, upon the kinges 
precice comaundement upon his allegiance, to declare 
in his boke all the saide seintlegers abuses, signifie 
them. 



Digitized 



by Google 



ORIGINAL LETTERS. 19 

Whether the said Archebisshop at any tyme ded 
set owt or cause to be set owt the kinges Majesties 
(that now is) iniunctions or homelies. 

Whether he preched at any tyme from November 
last till September 1548, whiche daie he longe befor 
pmonished to the people, and whether he procured 
or sent to justice lettrell, person luttrell, the vicar of 
Drogheda, or to any other, to be at that undecent 
sermon wherin he willed the audiance to doe all ther 
former ceremonies, affirming that like as Luther con- 
demned the Bisshop of Romes tradicons and ceremo- 
nies, so dothe this Scot that last preched here, con- 
dempne the masse and other our ceremonies, therfor 
what so euer he is, that either mainteyne, succour or 
credict this Scot in his precheing, is not the kingis 
true subiect. 

Whether the said Archebisshop synnes 1547 hathe 
receyvid any Ires from therle of Desmonde or Irishe- 
men, how many they were, or of what effecte, and 
what aunswer he made to them. 

Whether the said prechour prechengin Eilmaynan 
befor the Lord Deputie, the counsaile, and the said 
bisshop, setting furthe the gospel, the princes auc- 
toritie and condempnyng the abuse of the Bisshop of 
Romes masses and ceremonies, upon that his, and 
the Deane of CristeChurche request to the said Lord 
deputie to license the said precher to preche emonge 
them in CristChurche, whiche he ded impeching 
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against the former abuses as he began^ and the said 
bisshop and deane suffered the same withowt any 
complaint to the kinges deputie : but openlie in 
the former appointed sermon oureverentlie invehed 
against the said prechour and his maynteynours^ 
alledgeng in one point that he spake against good 
wurkes : whiche in all his sermons he shewed vehe- 
mentlie the contrarie. 



VI. 

Walter Palatyne to Sir Edward Bellingham, Lord 
Deputy, desiring him to help the bearer {Mr. 
Stephens) to a service in the Church. ^^ diligence in 
the book of reformation.^^ 23rd November 1548. 

[Orig.] 

By " The Bohe of Reformation^* here mentioDed, must be intended 
what the King, in his Order of the 6th of February, 1661, called. 
The Translation of the Liturgy and Prayers of the Church, in other 
words. The First Book of Common Prayer of King Edward VI., not 
printed, however, till 1560. 

Grace & peace unto youre Lordship from god the 
ffather of our Lorde Jhus Chrys**. 
I trust that youre lordshipp dothe remembre the 
mattyr I desyryd ; that youre lordshypp shulde helpe 
this bei^*er to a suice in the Church to the which he 
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did appere unto me to be able, bothe for hy« lyfe & 
leaminge, & yet apperythe. The matter was then 
deferred because the Bysshopp of fearnes^ came 
not to see youre Lordeshipp. Nowe I hyre that 
the Deane & the rest of the chapit" contendith with 
the Bysshopp, so that the Bysshopp may not gyve 
this o%ce, which thinge youre Lordeshipp maye 
understande by M' Stephan^ys narracon. As for 
hym I saye no more, but I beseche youre Lordshipp 
to helpe hym in thys ofiyce for the comenwelthe of 
Gods Churche. As to oure consultacon withe 
Bysshopp of Dublin youre Lordshypp will see our 
dyligens by the boke of reformacon whych ys made 
and the sufTrecans hathe recevyd yt. which (as the 
Bysshopp of Dublin saythe) wilbe with youre Lord- 
shipp uppon Saterday or Sondaye next to cum. 
Almyghty God conserve your Lordeshipp'ys Body 
& Soule eternaly. At Dublin the xxiii of Novem« 
bre. 

By your lordships moste humble S'vnte, 

Waltere Palatyne. 
To the right honorable S' Edwarde Bellyngham lord Deputye of 

Irland. 

[endorsed] 

from Ml Walt» the xxiiird of Novembre 1548, 
* Alexander Devereux, 
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VII. 



Edward [Staples], Bishop of Meath, to tMe Secretary 
of Sir Edward Bellingham, Lord Deputy ; relating 
to him the excessive hatred which he has incurred 
for preaching the Reformed Religion. 

December before Christmas 1548. [Orig.] 

Edward Staples was of English origin, educated at Cambridge, and 
afterwards one of the Canons of Cardinal Wolsey's College in Oxford, 
consecrated Bishop of Meath in 1530. He was active in promoting 
the Reformation, and placed in several offices of Trust both by King 
Henry VII I. and King Edward VI. He was deprived of his See 
in the following reign, in the year 1564 ; and survived the accession 
of Queen Elizabeth in 1553. [See XXXI.] 

The state of the Church in Ireland at this period [1548] may be 
further illustrated by some Interrogatories preserved in the S. P. O., 
of which the following, being the only ones relating to the Church, 
are given as follows : — 

'' How is the wurd of God set furthe in this realme f [Answer] 
the deades. 

^ How many frere bowses & other remayne using the old papiste 
sort? [Answer] all Mounster in affect, Thomond, Counaght & 
Ulster." 

After most hartie commendacons, in lyke maner 
I thank you for yo' Ire, and whene by the same ye 
wisshed me to be defended from yll tonges (res est 
potius obtabilis q speranda^) ye have not hard suche 
rumore as is here all the Country over against me as 
my frendes douth shewe me / one Jentilwoman to 
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whom I did crysten a man childe whiche berith my 
name^ came in great cpuncell to a ffrende of myne 
desiringe howe she myght ffinde meanes to change 
her childes . name, and he asked her whie ? and she 
said because I wold not have him here the name of 
an hery ticke / a Jentilman dwelling ny unto me for- 
beadd his wif whiche wold have sent her child to be 
conformed. by me, so to do, sayenge his childe should 
not be conformed by him that denyed the Sacra- 
ment of the Autor, a frinde of myne rehersing at 
the marks that I wolde preache this next Soundaie 
at the Novam *, dyvers answered they wolde not 
come there at lest they shoulde leme to be here- 
ticks / one of o' Lawers declared to a multitude that 
it was great pitie that I was not bumd for I preached 
herysie so was I worthie therfor, and if I preached 
right yet was I worthie to be burned that kepte the 
trothe from knowledge. / This Jentilman lovyth no 
sodden mete nor can skill but onely of rostinge / 
one of o' Judges said to my self that it shoulde 
be proved in my fface that I p'ached aganist ler- 
nynge / a benyfyced man of myn owne promoc5n 
came unto me weepinge and desired me that he 
myght declare his mynde unto me without my dis- 
pleasure / I said I was well content / my Lord said 
he / before ye went last to Dublin ye were the best 

» Novam^ L e. Navan, tpip COIJsBbjb Nova Habitatio. 
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beloved man in yo' dioses that ever came in it, and 
nowe ye ar the woarst beloved that ever came here / 
I asked whie? Whie saithe he for ye have taken 
open part w^ the State that falsse herytick and 
preached agaynst the Sacrament of the Autor and 
deny Saints and will make us worst than Jewes/ 
where if the Countrie wiste howe, they wolde eate 
joWf and besought me to tak hede of my self for he 
fered more than he durst tell me / he said ye have 
mo cussez then ye have herez of yo' hedde / and I ' 
advyce you for Criste sake not to preache at the 
Novam as I here ye will doo / I said it was my 
charge to preach / and because there was most 
resorte (God willing) I wolde not faill but preach 
ther, / hereby y® may pcyve what case I am in / 
but put all to God, and now as my especiall ffrinde 
and a man to whom my hart berith earnest affeclon, 
I beseche you yo' advyce / as god shall judge me 
I am afFrayde of my liflF dyvers wayes / this berer 
shall shewe you certen Instructions / let hym wryte 
yo"^ advyce not wrytinge yo' name for chaunce. / 1 
truste the yonge man as my self/ I thanke the Lorde 
of the goddly successe that my Lorde hath beyond 
mens expectacon, I am never able to answere his 
ientilnes and moste loving report of me / but he 
shall be assured of me to be his owne^ duringe my 
lyffe, beseching® you that I mey be most humbly 
recommended unto his Lordshipp, I thanke the 
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Lord I am recovered, but suerly my strenght nor 
stomache be not as they have ben. ' 1 impute myche 
of my cUseeas unto the being* where I laye at Saint 
Patrecks bowndinge upon a commen Jaakez and the 
courte nothing clenly nor met for me / If I myght ob- 
tayne a ch^bre emongst the petie Oarmond whiche 
was Syr John Russells with a lytle towre there, I 
should be bothe nere unto you and in mudhe better cas 
as me semythe, (&herei° as in all my earnest affarez I 
must beseche you to use yo' helppe. I praye you I 
may be most hertely commended unto yo' good bed- 
fellow / I am sory that y® both wolde not take 
paynez to be with me this Cristemas/ Thus ley series ^ 
I bidde you both so well to fare as I wold do my 
self. 

Edward Mid : 
written at Ardebragh^ 

salutaconn myriades mille mittimus Waltero nro. 

(endorsed at y« time in y® hand of Bellingham's man.) 
** a coppy of the bisshoppe of Methe lettre." 



^ Leasurelesef 
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VIII. 

Sir Edward BeUingham^ Lord Deputy ^ to John Esam 
or Issam, advertizing him of the death of the Bishop 
ofKildare. Desires t?iat no Bishopricks be granted 
but by the information of the Deputy. 

probably December 1548. [Original Draft.] 

John Esam or Issam appears to have been Secretary to the Lord 
Protector Somerset. The Bishop of Kildare, who died 15th De- 
cember, 1548, was William Miagh. His successor, Thomas Lan- 
caster, was appointed in 1549. — [See XIII. for the answer to this 
letter.] 

John Esam, after my uery hartie comendacons, and 
having intelligence of the death of the busshoppe of 
Kyldare, whether any other hath the graunt thereof 
as yett I knowe not, I wolde have yow therefore to 
move the thing to my lorde ptectors grace, and to de- 
clare unto hym what lacke we haue of good shep'des 
here to illumynate the hartes of the flocke of Christ 
w*^ his moste true and infallyb^® worde, and if that 
his grace do place any there by vertue of his owne 
auctoryte or otherwyse, as nere as y« can lett hym 
be a man mete for the purpose, or ells if his grace 
shall thinke yt mete I shulde haue the nomynacon 
of that ptie, and suche other lyke rowmes during my 
deputacon : Then his gracs pleass' to be signified : 
and I shall gladly accomplysshe the same, bothe to 
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the glory (of) God, the king, mydeare Lord and M'» 
hono', and weale, publique of this his Ma** 
Reahne. — 

[The preceding has been erased, what follows is in 
Sir E. Bellingham's own hand.] — 

I have sent yo*^ herin enelosyd a letter, the ptyse 
specyfyed therin ar not unknowyn un to yo'^, & 
theyr meatnes eyther to be receyvers of suche a 
charge, or pcurers, to be belevyd who ar mete, & 
who not, for sache a thyng, wherfor show un to my 
lord ptectors grace what gret nede here is of pasturs, 
& what dysobedyens hathe byn for lak of them, 
wherfor of my p* I wold yo'^ shold be a huble 
suter to my lords grace that no bushopricks be 
grawntyd but by the Informacyo"* of the deputie — for 
the thyme being, eyther els to be bestewyd opon 
suche approvyd & knowyn mynysters as my lords 
noble graces owne knowlege or assuryd trusty Infor- 
macyo assuryd of, may geve sure cofydens of theyr 
whoU doyngs ; yo^ know wat pasturs her be that 
ca" ow* of Ingland, & how they ly upon the Kyng* 
charges, so that thys & suche lyke may fro* thyme 
be alyviet^ besyds manyfold other goodnes that 
ryse therby. 

endorsed 
^ a coppjr of a Ire sent to M' Isam in Novembre'* (Query December!) 

1 Alleviated. 
D 2 
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IX. 

John Brereion to Sir Eehvard Bellingham, Lord De- 
puty, requesting preferment in the Church for the 
bearer y a poor priest y who is desirous of ministering 
according to the order that shall be set forth. 

[Orig: holograph 1548.] 

My dutey pmysid, this ys to desyr yow' good lord- 
shype for the loue of Gode & zele y* you haue to y® 
educacyon of crysts floke^ to helpe & pfer y* pore 
soulle that hath nothyng nethyr no Refuge^ but only 
trustyg on y® pfermet of your lordshype, for yff he be 
not pferry* by your good lordshypt, he shall neuyr 
fynde favor at no nothyr 'y* hand^ be cause he ys but 
pore & hathe no money to gyve /, as his adu'sary* 
do, / your lordshypt may be ssure that yf he haue 
y* leuyng (y* whyche y« emong his frends) that he 
wyll p'che & set furtht the glory of gode emong 
them unfanytly / y« wyche shalbe a Respecte for all 
y« cotrey / for then he may esly stody his boks, & 
fryst edyfy & than mynyst' a cordyng to y* ordyr 
that shalbe set forth, I dout not but that cotre 
shalbe covertyd from Idolatre to y® knowlyrghe of 
gode by hym, (yf he lyue/ y* wyche shalbe to the 
pfett of ther souls, & also to you' wyrshype & 
honour, / for I knowe p'cher ys noue, yn all that 
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cotre, y* cane, nether wyll do, so unfenytly as he/ 
& ther for, yf hit plesyd your good lordshyp* hit wer 
good that he wer sent houm / because his frends be 
desyrous of hym to declare y* trew wyrshypyn of 
goode to them, & they hatht desyryt me to wryt to 
you' lordship of this matour (wherfore I besheyche 
you' good lordshypt / as my syngular trust ys yn 
you / to be good lorde on to hym), for yf, I knew 
eny that coulde othyr morght set fortht y* word 
bettyr than he/ I wolde not wryt to your lordshypt 
for hym/ thus y« hey god kepe your gode lordshypt 
yn pspyte. 

By yourys to cofnand 

John Brereton. 

To y« Ryzght honoraby" S' Edward 
Belingam knyzgh Depute to y* 
Kyng's Magiste hyzenys yn 
y'land, gyue this w*** Reu'es 

endorsed 
from John Brerto" 
cocerng the 
pore preist. 1548. 
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X. 

Sir Edward BeUinff?iam, Lord Deputy, to Mr. 
FitzwUliamSi Treasurer of the late Church of St. 
Patrick's, warning him not to infringe the King*s In- 
junctions for the Church. 

[Original drafl^ supposed date 1548.] 

Nicholas Fitzwilliam was appointed by King Henry VIII. Trea- 
surer of St. Patrick's, 9th of August, 1635. 

*' M' fitz Whilliams (whereas as I am enformyd 
that godly & tru order ys setforthe in the Churche 
growndyd ap"on holy wryt/the kyngs Majestees In 
lu'cyons beyng consonant thenmto; the archbychp 
of Dublyn alb* Inglish mynyster thereof; yet notwyth 
estandyng yow have gon abowt to enfrynge the same^ 
fiyrst beyng movyd of charyte I req' er yow to omyt 
so to do, & by awtoryte I comade yo^, as a thyng 
that may not be sufferyd, yo^ incyte nor sture no 
suche synne am5gst the kyng fayfuU & crysten sug- 
gets, for yf yo^ do as by lykelord yo^ ar Ineytyd to 
do yt thynkg" for fiyndshyp y* shalbe sufferyd, & 
overpassyd in yo^, being a spectakell to the peopuU 
more then the rest (th whyche may be a occasyon of 
muche yll) so if yow amed not, yo^ punyshemt shal be 
a occasyon for other me to {erased) be ware truste 
me (as they say comly) yt shall not go w* yo^.*^ 
*^ The copy of a Lre sent to ffitz 

Willms Treasurer of the late sainte 

Patricks of Dublin.-* 
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XL 

The Lord Protector Somerset and the Lords of the 
Council^ to Sir Edward Bellingham, Lord Deputy of 
Ireland, and the Lords of the Council there. The Dean 
of St. Patricks to deliver to Mr. Agard 1000 ounces of 
Plate for the Mint. 

[Orig.] 

Edward Baasenet waa appointed Dean of St Patrick's in 1537> 
and was the person to whom the following order was addressed. He 
died during the suppression of that Collegiate Church. 

Somerset Place, 6^ of Jany. 1548—9. 

[Extract.] 

— ^^ fTor the bett" furniture of the minte, beeiog ad- 
vertised that one thousand unce of plate of crosses 
and such like things remayneth in t'hands of yo^ the 
Deane of S^ Patriks, we have thought good to re- 
quire yo^ to deliver the same to th'ands of Agard 
the kings Ma^ officer of the Mynte there, indenting 
w^ him for the receipt of the same, to be employed 
to his Ma^ use as by him shall be thought most for 
his hieghnes comoditie / and for the save keping of 
it hitherto by yo*^ the Deane, his Ma**« of his liberalitie 
by our advises is pleased t'allowe unto yo^ the soine 
of xx" in redy money, which his Ma*» pleasure is the 
Treasure' of the Minte shall paie unto yo^ accord- 
ingly." 



Digitized 



by Google 



32 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 

XII. 

The Sovereign and his brethren of Kilkenny to the 
Lord Deputy^ Sir Edward Belling ham. Had received 
his lettersy and, in consequence, warned all the Priests 
to appear before his Lordship and the Council on 
Sunday next. 

26th April, 1549. [Orig.] 

From this letter it would appear that the Goyemment were not 
without some zeal in their endeavours to reform the state of the 
Church, a fact which Bishop Mant, in his history of this period, seems 
inclined to doubt. 

Right honorable and o' ueray singuler goode Lorde, 
/after o' mooste humble commendaeoiis according 
o' dueties unto yo' goode Lordship, It may please 
the same to be adu'tisid, that Immediatly after the 
recepte of yo' lordshippes Ifes directid unto us by 
M' Anthony Coltelought *, according the teno' of the 
same, I the suftrain haue warned all suche prestes as 
the saide Anthony hathe named sp'ally unto me, 
except y' dean, whoo at the receipte of yo' lord- 
shippes Ires was as he yet is, sore seke at Watford 
as we are credablie informed, togid^r w*** the rest of 
the prestes as well of the Collage as of the pishe 

^ Afterwards S' Anthony Colclough of Tintem Abbey in the 
County of Wexford, K«»t, 
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churches of the towne^ to appiere before 70' lordshipe 
and the kings Ma*^ counsaile wherso eu" the same 
shalbe^ on Sonday nexte comyng / whiche prestes 
except* suche as we knowe by exaiacon to be im- 
potent either to ride or goo/ were in man" redy to goo 
forth® according yo' Lordshippes comilundement for 
any thing we knowe to the contrarie/ — and if uppon 
any contempte or defaulte that they, or any of them 
shall do or comytt, knowing yo' Lordshipps pleas' 
therin, we will not faile to do as fer as o' dueties to o' 
sou^ain lorde the kings highnes requyrethe, as 
knowth the Lorde, whom we moste humblie beseche 
to p'syue yo' goode lordship in longe honorable lyfe 
withe psperous victorie against the kings Ma**«* 
Enemyes and Rebells / ffrom his Ma^®' towne of 
Kilkenny the xxvj*^ of Aprile 1549. 

yo' goode lordshippes to comSunde, 
the sou'ayn & his brethren of 
kilkenny. 

To the right hono'^able ft o* uery 
Singuler goode Lorde my Lordt 
Deputies goode Lordshippe, 
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XIIL 

The Lord Protector Somerset and the Lords of the 
Council to Sir Edward Bellingham^ Lord Deputy of 
Ireland, and the Lords of the Council there. The 
Bishoprick of Kildare to whom the Deputie shall think 
mete for the same. 

[Orig.] 

This appears to be in answer to the Lord Deputy's letter to John 
Isam, Secretary to the Lord Protector Somerset in Novemberi 1548. 
[See VIII.] 

Richmond, 24th of Jnne, 1649. 

[Extract.] 

" — we are very glad also t'understand your good 
determinacoii my lord deputie for the bestowing of 
the busshopriks^ and like as for the busshoprike of 
Kildare^ upon knowlege from you whom you shall 
thinke mete to be preferred to that busshoprike^ we 
will procure the kings Ma** collation for the same, so 
is his Ma*® by our advises pleased that you do take 
the resignations of suche other bisshops as will volun- 
taryly resigne / whose resignations signified hither^ 
withe the names of suche as you thinke mete to be 
preferred in ther places^ order shall be given to 
your satisfaction accordingly.'^ — 
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XIV. 

Walter Cowley to the Lord Deputy ^ Sir Edward BeU 
linghaniy the abolishment of Idolatry^ Papistry^ ifc. 
within the Diocese of CasheL The archUshoffs pre- 
sence very expedient. 

[Orig.] 

Edmund Butler was Archbishop of Cashel at this time. [See III.] 
Walter Cowley was the son of Robert Cowley, one of the Council 
in Ireland. — See Ellis's Original Letters, second series, voL ii. pp. 
48, 93. 

June 30, 1649. 

[Extract.] 

— ^^ Wher emongst other things as I pceive yo' lord- 
ship & the rest of the Coiisell woll haue M' AttnTey 
& me to putt in execuon as we shall pass ecclesi- 
asticaU iurisdicons & abolish Idolatry^ papistry^ the 
mass sacram^^ & the like^ all that we shall do must be 
w*hin my lord of Caisshellis province, & it is very 
expedient he shall bee w*** M' Attu'ney & me to 
syve the king therin, for his being w*^ us, shall do 
more goode then his cotinuance ther in Dublin, M' 
Attn'ey wrote to me he wold haue ben here x daies 
passid, as he thought, I haue taried here allthoughe, 
& do her nothing fro"~ hym. 
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XV. 

George [Dowdat] Archbishop of Armagh to Sir 
John Alen, Chancellor, and the Council of Ireland, has 
been at Armagh, taith the Earl [of Tyrone]. The 
obedience of the clergy. The Blind Bishcp at Derry, in 
G^DoJierty^s Country. 

[1549—50.] [Orig.] 

George Dowdal, a native of the County of Louth, succeeded to the 
Primacy by the interest of the Lord Deputy St. Leger, consecrated in 
December, ] 543. He was fb man of gravity and learning, and a very 
assiduous preacher ; but, withal, a most zealous advocate for Popery: 
although he was contented to accept his promotion from the king, he 
endeavoured to obtain, without success, a confirination from the pope, 
who had conferred the Archbishoprick on Robert Waucop, a Scot, 
who assisted at the Council of Trent from 1545 to 15479 ^^^ ^ho 
was the first to introduce the Jesuits into Ireland, he was ^ the 
Blind Bishop*' alluded to in the following letters from Dowdal and 
Con O'Donel : Archbishop Dowdal fled the Realm in 1551 ; was 
recalled by Queen Mary in 1553, and died in Loudon, August 15, 
1558. 

Jesus 
myn humble dwyte all weys p'^mysed, it may plese 
yo' honor's to be adu'tised^ that I hau receu*'* yo' 
lett' the xxi of Marche^ dated the xv of Marche, & 
befor the receu* of the sam, I hau bene iii or iiij 
day* in th'erle y's eonsa?on* at Armagh, whom I 
founde uery gentyU & kynde to my selfe, and spSly 
conc'nyng the obediens of the clergy, who dothe now 
exhibit me the sam as huble as eu' they dyde, & I 

> Conversation. 
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suppose more for his fere then of any goodenes in 
them selfes^ whiche cam nothyng of my request hut 
all weys was husy w*** hym ; concernyng the frenche 
kyngs lett' & other newys from the late Imbassit' 
in O donyll" ys contry, & all thogh p* of his consaill 
thoght hit not mete to disclose or send suche a noble 
prynce 'ys lett' to yo' honors or any others^ I hau 
psuadet so fare w*^ hym, brynging hym to the reme- 
berans of hy* allegiens^ & that the sendyng of that 
lett' sholde be more thankfuU then his horses & 
grehunds that he send late to the kyng" maiestye, 
& all the horses & goodes in his contrey, & that 
all svyce & goode that ev' he dyde, sholde be 
nothyng regardyt, yf he had not sende that lett% 
whiche therle dyde hygely regarde, all thogh the 
yugnorant people was of the contrary opynian ; & so 
delyu'it me the said lett', w*^ another lett' send hym 
by George Parys, but he desiret me to kepe them 
tyll I had myselfe p'sentyd them to the consaill^ & 
psevyng as well yo*^ honors ys plesure concnyng the 
sam in yo' said lett% as also the necessary expedicon 
of the kyngs affares in that behalfe, I hau send yo^ 
bothe the sayd lettS here inclosed. / other newes 
therle tellyt me, & so ys the comen truthe here, that 
ther ys an army of frenchemen in Scotlande redy to 
com to yrland - - - syppes w*^ as many scotts & scott 
syppes as they may send in the begynnyng of the 
next som", the frence men hath manyd & stuffed w*** 
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ordyn^ two castells in O doghardys contry. / the 
blynde hyssope lyes in Dyrre in O donylls contry, & 
thynke not departe tyll that army com, he ys a nery 
skow** spy as I hyre say, & a gret brew' of warr 
& sedicon, my lord of T^ron & my lady the contas 
confessed me the sam by his behawor in ther own 
behalfe, but in good feyght, yf my lord cotyneu in 
the mynd that he ys nowe of, I thynke hym uy feght- 
full & trew to his p'nce, & dyde now aware to me 
befor my deine & others of the plates of my 
chyrche to cdtynu the sam, I wyll do the best that 
I can co"c'nyng ys" mocoii to O donyll ; other newys 
I haue not as yet to c'tefy yo honors, & thus I 
byde yo ryght hartely well to fare. 

yo' honors at all tymes to comand 
O. Armachan. 

Post scptu wher hit shold seme by the frence kyng» 
lett' that there haue send some words by George 
Parys to the firence kyng, therle sware to me that he 
neu' sey the sayd george Parys, nor know in the 
world what he is, & that he neu' send no word or 
bysenes to the ffrence kyng by hym, or any othir 
man. 

To the Ryght honorable -& John Alen 
knyght the kyngs Chanceller in Irland 
& his grace is honorable Consaill of 
the sam^ geue this. 

(endorsed 22 march. 1649—60.) 
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Con O Danel to the Lord Deputy ^ Council, March 
4. [1550] ? 

[Orig.] Extract. 

After all due Recomendacion pleassid 70' Iship to 
know that I reseuid yo' Jentyll ler the last 7* came 
from yow, wherin yow wrot my abowt a blynd 
Skottes byschip y^ is co" to erland, it ys so my lord y* 
he was in owther plasys & cotres afor he came to my 
cotrey, & yf yow by not c5tent y* he shuld not by 
in this lond of erlond^ he schall not by mantinyd in 
this cotrey, but at yo' wylles, fro" this tyme for- 
wards* 



XVL 

Instructions by the Kinff and Council to the Lord De- 
puty ISir Anthony St. Leger'] and the Council of 
Ireland. Regulations for the Church Service, and 
against Embezzlement of the Church Property. 

[Copy of the time of Queen Elizabeth.] 

The foUowiDg Extract firom the Instractions given on the appoint- 
ment of S^ Anthony St Leger contains the snhstance of the king's 
order of the 6th of February 1551 ; with the additional Instructiona 
as to the Irish Language. They were repeated on the appointment of 
Sir James Croft the new Lord Deputy in April 1551. 
B 2 
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^'^®^^J»^y« Instructions to my L Deputie 

of lerlande^ (and y* Council of Irelnd) 
S' Anthonie Sellenger. 

1 ffyrst o' sayd deputie shall with the advice of the 
sayd.councell or the more part of them, sett forth 
Gods service to be administered w^^in o' sayd 
Realme amongst o' lovinge subiects there, as largely 
as he maye accordynge to o' ordinaunces and 
pceadynges, in the englishe tongue in all places 
where the Inhabitants or a convenient nomber of 
them understand the englishe tongue. And where 
the Inhabitants understand not the englishe 
tongue, they to cawse the englishe to be translated 
truly into the Irishe tongue, unto such tyme as 
the people maye be brought to understand the 
englishe, givynge straite order for the observation 
thereof. — 

2 oure sayd Deputie with the advice aforesayd shall 
gyve order that no sale nor alteration be made of 
anie church goods, bells, chauntrie or free chappie 
landes withowte o' Royall assent, and yf anie alte- 
ration haue been made, to reforme the same, and 
that they shall cawse Inventories to be made in 
everie parishe as well of such goods, ornaments^ 
Juells, & belles as of the Chauntrie or free chappie 
landes, and of all other landes given to anie churche 
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for anie intent, for the better knowledge, salfe and 
8ure keapynge together of the premises, and of 
euerie part thereof, lest some lewd persons might, 
or would, imbesall the same, to the detriment of the 
parochians. 



XVII. 



Sir Anthony St. Leger Lord Dqmty of Ireland, to 
the Lord Treasurer , state of Religion, the Bishoprick 
iff Ossory vacant, recommends his chaplain to that 
see. 

from DubUn Sept. 27. 1550. [Orig.] 

Milo Baron, alias Fitzgerald, had been Biahop of Ossory from 
1627 ; he was sacceeded by the celebrated John Bale, a native of 
Suffolk, by the selection of the king himself. His consecration took 
place in 1562. The Chaplain here recommended was Patrick Walsh, 
Dean of Waterford, advanced to the see of Waterford in 1551. [See 
XIX. and XXI.] Travers, Biahop of Leighlin, was named Bobertj 
and not Jokn^ and was consecrated in 1650. 

V 

Extract 

— And to advertise your honno' howe I finde the 
Land, I answer yo' honno' I neuer sawe it so farre 
oute of goode ordre"^ for in the ffoarts are as many 
harlatts as Sowldyers^ and there thies iii yeares no 
b8 
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kinde of dy vine Sy'uice, neither comunyon, nor yet 
other sy'^vice, having but one sermon made in that 
space^ whiche the Bushop" of Meathe made^ who had 
so litle reverence at that tyme as he had no greet 
haste eflsones to preache there / My Lorde^ I wryte 
this to yo' honno' as to my singier goode Lorde^ not 
mynding the disparagemet or hinderaunce of any 
man thereby. Trusting in the Lorde all shalbe 
amendyd. — And nowe my single goode Lorde 
wheare there is a poore Bushopriche fallen voyde in 
the partes where a pore Chaplen of myne is resident 
the Bushopriche of Osserye & is not taxed in 
the kings Boks, at one hundretbe marks by yeare, I 
shall humbly beseche your honnour to further my 
said chaplen thereunto, and the rather, for that at 
my late being there I was pmised the Bushopriche 
of Leghlen for him, whiche notw^standing was geven 
to S' John Traver's Chaplen^ sumwhat to my dis- 
creadiete. My goode Lorde in this I shall reaken 
my self muche bounde to yo"^ honno'. 
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XVIII. 

Sir Anthony St. Leger, Lord Deputy , and the Council 
of Ireland, to the Council in England, recommend- 
ing John Brady to be appointed to the Bishoprick 
of the Brenny now vacant. 

28«^ October 1550. [Orig.] 

By *' thd Bishoprick of the Brenny" is intended the see of Kilmore^ 
^ lying in an unsettled and tumultuous country, much neglected by 
the Grown of England," says Harris ; ^ so that even after the Refor- 
mation the Bishops of it succeeded either by usurpation or Papal 
authority." He adds, that it was not regularly filled till John Garvey, 
Dean of Christ Church, was appointed in 1685. The following letter 
shows that Harris was mistaken in supposing that the see was en- 
tirely neglected till 1585, though no confirmation of the John Brady 
here recommended by the Deputy and Council has been discovered. 
In 1576, lUchard Brady appears to have been in possession of the 
see of Kilmore by Papal provision. 

Our humble dueties premysed, may yt please yo' 
honors that according o' late certificate made^ the 
busshopricke of the Breyny here ys nowe voyde, and 
for that one John Bradye clarke^ a man borne in 
those parties^ had by the late busshopes tyme the 
same benefice conferred to hym by provision from 
Rome, who neuertheles did not onely surrender the 
bulles thereof to be canceled, but also w^'^out any his 
interruption permytted the said late bushope quy- 
etely to enioye the same, so as bothe for those conci- 
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derations^ and for that also he ys well frended^ and 
woll no doubt kepe those quartres bordering upon 
Orayly (whoo hathe made intercession to us on his 
behalfe) in good pease and quyete^ and to his power 
sett fourthe the kings most godly procedinge, to the 
whiche we shall by goddes Grace moste eonestely 
persuade hym ; we beseche yo' honors to be meane to 
the kings highnes for his preferremente to the same 
benefice, yf yo" wysdomes upon the considerations 
premysed shall thinke yt so mete, and thus remyt- 
ting hym to yo' honors order & determynation, we 
beseche the lyving god long to preserve yo'* noble 
estates to his pleasure, ffirom Dubliii this xxviii^^ of 
October 1560. 

Yo' honors to comand 

Antony Sentleger Thomas cusake Cancel 
6 Armachon : James of Desmond 

Richard Dublin. Gerald Aylm Justice 

John Trauers. 

Patricke Bamewall M' RoUes 
Thomas Houth Justice. 

Edwarde Basnet. 

To the kingB majesties moste honor- 
able Counsaill m Englande geoye 
theas. 
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XIX. 



Sir Anthony SL Leger, Lord Deputy of Ireland, to 
Mr. Secretary Cecil, sorry the Lords of the Council 
will not appoint his chaplain to the vacant see of 
Ossory. 

5th December 1550. [Orig.] 

Gentle M' Cicell, This evenig I receiued your gentle 
Lfe, and where I perceyve that my right honnorable 
Lords of that Counsell be not mynded to graunte 
my pore request for my Chaplen for the Busshoprick 
of Ossery, I am^ and must be contented w^ their 
goode pleas', altho I wolde have wisshed for my pore 
estimac5n they wolde have ben my goode Lords 
therein. / I neither sued for it for any gaigne to my 
self, nor yet required of my said Chaplen, but onely of 
intent the bettre to have advaunced the Elings Mat* 
procedings here, My said Chaplen being of that 
Churche, and as I thinck a man that hath asmoche 
traveled the settingfurthe of his Ma^ S'vice touching 
Religion, as anny other of his degree w^^in this 
Realme. It shuld seme to me by advertyseme* of 
my freends, that my Lords shuld take my said sute 
to have ben for the Busshoprick I sued for at my 
being there, but it is not so, for this is fallen void 
sythe my comyng hither, where my said Chaplen is 
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Deane^ and must have in that resigned his Benefyoe 
whiche in value be as goode as the same Busshop- 
ricke^ / and sith I see their honnours pleasure is not 
towarde my said Chaplen I am now sorye I have 
eftsones by my late Ir'es of ij dayes passed moved 
them therein, whiche was don ere I receyved this 
aunswere. 

— ^And nowe as tuching the Busshoprick voyde, It 
shalbe well don some honest man be placed therein 
for the advauncemet of relygion, whiche, altho it hathe 
ben here muche taulked of thies ij or iij yeres passed, 
yet hathe it ben smaly set furth in dede / and 
pchaunce if the disposicidn of men here were 
throughlie knoweii, it wolde be thoughte a thing not 
easie to be brought to passe, and then so muche 
more hard ffor me, if my Lords think me a man not 
fete to set the same forworde. 

from the Cyttie of Dublin this v*^ of December 
1550 

Your owne assured 

Antony Sentleger 
To the right wr"shipfull 
M' WiUm Cecyll 
Secreatory to the kings 
Ma**. 



Digitized 



by Google 



ORIGINAL LETTBBS. 47 



XX. 

Sir Anthony SL Leger, Lord Deputy of Ireland, to 
Mr. Secretary Cecily had caused the whole service 
of the Communion to be put into latin. 

19th January 1 550-1 . [Orig.] 

In fhe Aet of Uniformityy 2 Eliz. c. 2, ib » remarkable dMne autho- 
rizing a Latin service in those churches in Ireland where the priest 
had not sufficient knowledge of the English tongue. Bishop Mant, in 
his History of the Irish Church, voL i. p. 261, asks, ^ In what way 
was the Latin version to be provided f Was it by public authority!'* 
and adds, ''of that there are no traces of information." The following 
in some degree answers this question, as it would appear that part of 
the Service of the Church had been translated into Latin as early as 
1551. The Bishop of Limerick at this time was John Coyn, or Quin, 
who soon afterwards resigned, being, as may be gathered from the 
following, opposed to the Reformation. The Books sent to the City 
of Limerick were evidently the Books of Common Prayer, printed in 
1560. With respect to the translation of the Service into Latin, the 
following rough note in the S. P. O. entitled ^ Remembrances for 
lylande" proves that the idea emanated from the English Council ; it 
has no date, but was evidently written in July 1650, when St Leger 
went as Deputy. 
** M' Smyth to translate y« Sjhrice into lathf , xx^i reward. — 
''It™ the printer for printing to be there—yo' plaisur what he 
shall have for bis belpe." 

Extract. 

And nowe as tuchinge Religion, Altho it be hard to 
plante in mens mynds herein, yet I trust I am not 
slake to do what I can t'advaunce the same / I have 
caused the whole Sfvice of the commyon to be 
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drawen into Latten^ whiche shalbe shortly set furthe 
in prints I have caused Boks to be sent to the Citty 
of Lym* who most gladly have condes-cended to 
ymbrace the same w**^ all effecte / altho the Busshop 
their who is both owlde and blinde be moost ageynst 
it ; moost hartely prayeing yo^ to procure the K 
Ma*" expresse comaundemt not only to me, to put 
his pleas' in use, but also to all his subjects to 
foUowe and obse"ve the same/' 

Maynooth xix**^ of January 1550 

To Mr Secretary Cecil. 



XXL 

Sir Anthony St. Leger^ Lord Deputy of Ireland^ to the 
Duke of Somerset f Thanks for the Bishoprick given 
to his Chaplain, desires that he may hold with the 
same his two small benefices. 

18th February 1550-1. [Qrig-] 

The Sees of Waterford and Ossory are evidently intended ; [See 
XVII. and XIX.] The former was conferred on Patrick Walsh on 
the Resignation of Nicholas Comin in 1661^ the Utter on John Bale 
in 1552. 

Extract. 
— As yet I never received answer from your hon^, 
nours, but onely concerning thdse ij Busshopricks the 
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one graunted to the kings Ma**» pore orato' sum 

tyme my chapleii, for the whiche I rendre yo' grace 

moost hartie thanks • And yet w**»out yo' grace 

further favourr, he will not tak upon him the chardge 

of a Busshop, unles he may have to maynteane the 

same to the kings honoure and the bettre S'vice of 

God and his Ma"®, his Benefice being but xl" 5t« by 

yere, the Late Busshop had bothe Benefice and pen- 

cion w'** the same Busshoprick^ wherefore I humbly 

besech your grace to be so much his goode Lorde as 

that he may haue his ij smale Benefyce in commen- 

dam, / and for the Deanrey of Kilkenny, If it shall 

please yo' grace to bestowe the same upon a 

Scoller of the kings Msfi^ at Oxforde called James 

Bicton who was Chaplen to the Erie of Ormond and 

a born man of that country, I think yo' grace shall 

do a goode dede, wherein yo' pleasurr knowen in case 

yo' hounours passe it hither, I shall see it disposed 

here accordingly, having authorite undre his Ma*' to 

gyve all such promocons here. 

Kilmayna"" this xviij* of flfebruary 1550. 

Antony Sentleger. 

To my Singler goode lorde The 
Duk of Somerset his goode 
Grace &c. 

He mentions, in a former part of this letter, that 
the Lord Chancellor, accompanied by the Master of 
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the Rolls, had made a late journey to Limerick and 
Galway, and "had established the kings Ma**** 
ordres for Religion in such sorte as there is greet 
assueraunce the same shalbe duely observed, so as I 
trust those parties be w^oute suspecte of adhearing 
to anny forreigne power.** 



XXII. 

Instructions required by Sir James Croft, Lord Deputy 
of Ireland, respecting the Arckbishopricks of Armagh 
and Cashel, and the Bishoprick ofElphin; answers 
from the King in Council to the above; Further In- 
structions required by the Lord Deputy, with His 
Majest\fs Answer to the same. 

1551. [Original minutes.] 

Edward Bassenet late Dean of St Patricks was the person de- 
signed to fill the Archiepiscopal Seat of Armagh in a temporary 
manner, vacant by the absence of Dowdal. 

Edmund Butler Archbishop of Cashel died March 1&50-1 [see 
III.], his place was not supplied till 1553. 

Roland de Burgo, or Burgh, was appointed Bishop of Clonfert in 
1 541 , he died in 1580. The See of Elphin had been filled by Bernard 
O'Higgin, and was now joined to that of Qonfert in the person of 
Roland de Bnrgo. The King's sensible notions as to pluralities are 
remarkable. 

Instructions for M' Woode, to declare to my Lordes 

of the Kings Ma^ most honorable prevy Counsell : 

the xxviii*"* of Julye. 1551, 
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8 To declare thabsenting of the busshopp of 
Armath^ whereby the said busshopprick is voyde^ and 
to showe what he hath requiered of me^ and myne 
answer to hym. also to knowe there pleasors for the 
busshopprick of Cassells. 

11. To thintent men of substance mought be 
appoynted to the places before named^ that thereby 
they sholde be the better able to sy ve ^ and with the 
les fear : to move the counsaill that the busshopprick 
may be stayed / wiche yf there Lordships think good, 
I wolde appoynt to, the Deane of Saynt Patricks w*^ 
the pfiy^^ thereof, ais a rewarde for sy vice to abyde in 
those pties , till they sholde please to put thither 
some wyse well lerned man; and so having the 
living of the busshoprick and his owne deanerie, he 
shall be able to lye at Armauth and other placies in 
the North, beyng a man experymented in the warres 
of this Countrey, and ther ioynyng w*** hym the 
Marshall, the Erie of Tyroones soniie, and others of 
best estimacon and behavio' thereabouts, the north 
may be putt in good quyett. 

20. The Busshop of Clonfert, uncle to the Erie of 

Clanrycarde, a man in those pties of good credytt, 

desyreth toward a better stage of lyving, to be holpen 

with the Busshopprick of Elphynef, w°^ pftly is 

F 2 
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voyde, and of smale pffett, yet w'*» the same, he 
mought be comforted to good syuice. 

XVII Augustii 1551. M. to the Lord Deputy 
of Ireland. 

ffor th'eight touching the Bisshoppricks of Aimach 
and Cassells w^ now be both voyde / we mynding 
above all things the good educacon of our people, 
think convenyent that such mynisters as wilbe 
earnest in the setting forth of Gods glory shuld be 
appointed to be bisshops in all places ; and therfore 
p'pose to send two persons of our owne eleccon from 
hence to be bisshops there / untill whose cumyng 
our pleass' is, you shall take order w'^ the Deanes and 
Chapiters of both those cathedrall churches to se 
God served and his holy word preachyed for the 
meane tyme / and in case you fynd theim negligent, 
ye may of yo'self appointe such mynisters as may 
do good for the tyme/ who for their well doings 
may be hereafter considered. 

11. and for the Deane of St Patrickes, though we 
estyme him wo'tbie of goode rewarde and considera- 
con : and will devise & help him, as it may be, yet 
may we not allowe that he shulde have the fruicts of 
the busshoprick, considering it is meete for no man. 
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nor no man ought to have it^ but a good minister 
and a preecher of the worde of God. 

20. your motion for the Busshop of Clonfert 
fieemeth unto us not convenient, ffor a goode Pasto' 
can not noorishe twoo flocks at once^ and it agreeth 
not w*^ our Religion. 

Instructions for Mr Woode to the Counsall of Eng- 
land the xxix^ of Septembre. (1551). 

Denyed for the To remembre agayne for the B of 
kyng liketh no Clonefart and to showe of what 
Union. a small value the thing w°^ he 

sued for is of, also howe mete a 
man he was to be ioyned for any 
busynes in that countrey, both 
for discrete wysdom^ and for 
th^estimacon he hath w* the 
peop"". 

XXVI Novembre 1551. 

The Coppie of the Kings Msfi^ Ires for answer to 
the Instructions sent by Wood. 

Yo' requeste for the byshopp of Clonfartie, to haue 
ioyned unto his Bisshoprick, the Bishoprick next to 
hym now voyde, whose name the messenger re- 

f3 
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me^breth not^ being bothe so small^ as bothe to- 
gither shall but 8u£Bce for a lyving of soche a 
mynister, we have accorded unto / uppon your 
motion^ who we thincke hath considered the thing 
not to be any hy"derace, but rath' a f 'theraunce of 
relligion^ the ly vinge being so small^ when they be 
severed for eny mynister in the degree of a B. // and 
for the comendation you give to the saide Bisshopp", 
in his knowledge^ wisdome, and creadicte in those 
pties^ we thincke he shalbe a fitt man to serve as 
one of the saide newe Counsell erected, wherein 
having this encrease of lyving, we thincke he 
maye serve well w'out fee, to the helpe of our 
charge. 



XXIII. 

George \Browne']j Archbishop of Dublin^ to the Earl 
of Warwick, accusing Sir Anthong St. Leger, late 
Lord Deputy, and the Archbishop of Armagh, who 
had fled the Realm, of Papistical practices. 

6th August 1551. [Orig.] 

The following paper throws considerable light on what has been 
hitherto a disputed point, the circumstances of the recall of S' 
Anthony S^ Leger, as well as the voluntary banishment of Dowdal, 
the late Primate. [See also XXVI.] 

Due and most hartie comendacons : may it pleese 
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yo' hono% lesse my other letre ahulde Dot be in 
aredynes w* yo' goode lordshype, wrytten heretofor 
about the books delyv'ede me by M' Sentleg' than 
Deputie (the coppies wherof I sent yo' hono') I 
thought goode at this psent to certyfie the same 
pticularlye accordinge trewtht : The same Syr An- 
thony Sentleg' then deputie, upon his last arrivall in 
that auctoritie, went to the chyf churche of this 
realrae, chrysts Churche of Dublin, and ther afk" 
thoolde sorte, offerede to the aulter than of stone ; to 
the conforte of his to many like papistes, and the dis- 
coragement of the pfessours of godds worde : Sone 
thereupon the primate of Ardmaghe, the next father 
in worde and dede of poperie, repayrede to him, 
whiche primate psistinge in his naughtie sorte to 
maynteyne thoold rightes of the busshop of Romes 
S'uyce, and refusinge to imbrace and set fourth the 
Bangs Maiest^s most godlie peedinge, was advised as 
it wer to the contrarie, and deptede to his rule : 
Wherupon the same Lord Deputie to content the 
outwarde apparance of the world, made pclamatoiis 
for the setting fourth of the sayde Kings peedinge. / 
the same notwithstandinge, the massinge, holie wat', 
candlemas candels, and suche like, contyne wde under 
the pmate and elleswher; wherof the same deputie 
havynge knowlege, nether sent for any of the 
offendours, ne yet causede ponishement ne redresse 
to be executed in this behalff, whereat thoughe I 
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sayde to his lordshype^ th'ynge coulde not be taken in 
goode pte to be totellie pclamede, and the deedes so 
apparent eontrarie unponished^ at tymes herupon 
the sayd deputie sayde to me and other : goe to / 
goe to / yo' matters of religion woU marre all. about 
candlemas last he callede me to him alone; and 
sayde, my lorde of Dublin" I have fyue books for yo' 
lordshype ; whiche aft' ye have consider^ sende them 
to me accordinglie ; and so takinge the books w^ me 
I toke my leave of him : and at my cominge home 
pusinge theis books, I found them so poisoned to 
mayteyne the mass with Transubstantiacon and other 
naughtines (as at no tyme I have sein suche a 
sumarie of scrypturs coUectede to establyshe that 
ydolatrie), elene contrarye the sincere meaninge of 
the worde of God, and the kings most godlie pced- 
ings : which w* the rest of the sayde deputies peed- 
ings wered, I coulde gather no goodnes he ment in 
this behalff, according my most bounden duetie 
to the kings maiestie, I coppiede the books, and 
spedely sent them to yo' hono', that mought be 
ameane of redresse. This matt' cam to the sayde 
Sentlegs" knowlege : Whereupon he is muche gra- 
vailede with me, spekynge behinde me (than trewthe 
woU beare him) sainge that it shall cost him an 
thowsande pounde (he bathe plentie in store of golde 
and sylv"^ had to homlie here ^) but he woll wourke 
' had to homlie here, had too commonly here. 
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me displeasur : yf I have don herin otherwise than 
becam a subject of my vocacdii^ I beseche yo' bono' 
and the rest to judge, and so let me by the same be 
ptected agaynst his malyce : whoe before god is a 
man of suche nature that aft" displeasure conceyved, 
he forstudieth by all possible meanes to execute his 
malyce : To whom I take my Savio' to witnes, though 
I doe wishe no harme of bodye ne of goods^ yet I 
wolde beseche yo' bono' to staie credit to his words 
and psuacons : lesse therby he shulde hinder me and 
many an honest man ; that worthelye and paynfullye 
have, and doe, jsue the kyinge here, whyche he neu* 
dyd as his pcedings here declareth, to the grete 
charge of the kinge, to the let of the publique weale 
of the realme, and the undoinge of many honest 
men: whereby he is wonderous ryche: This mas- 
singe, w4ike beinge spoken in open counsell agaynst, 
by the lieftenant Syr Raphe Bagnall and me : that it 
was to muche agaynst dutie to suffer the primate so 
to contempne the kings pcedy^gs, and required he 
mought be callede befor him and the rest, whoe cam 
and disputed playnUe the massinge and other things, 
contrarie the kinges pcedings^ and that he wolde 
not imbrace them : whereat the Deputie sayde no- 
thinge : the same Syr Raphe Bagnall called hym 
errante trayto'^, Sy' Thomas Cusacke the Chauncello' 
the sayde primats cosin, answered M^ Bagnall no 
trayto' / so the pmate departede, and contynewd as 
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he dyd^ tyll the same M' Sentleg' was discharged of 
the deputacon^ whoe comynge hither, sent in message 
to therle of Tyrone by his jsnTnt, have me most 
hartely comended to my lorde yo' m', and p"ye hym 
in any wyse to folowe the counsell and advise of that 
good father^ sage senato' and godlie bnshope, my 
lorde pmate in every thinge, and so he shall doe 
well; howsoeu' the matt' was, the primate like a 
trayto' sone upon fled; wrytinge to the sayd Chaun- 
celo' (I pray god to send in that trustie vo- 
cacon an Englishe ma") that he wolde neu' be bus- 
hope : where tholie masse (as he called it) was 
abolished/. It may please yo' bono' to be meane 
that the most honorable counsayle, seinge ther 
hath ben contencon betwe the sayde p'mate and 
his pMecessours, and thrchebushope of Dublin and 
his p'decessours, for the p'mecie and tytle of thooll 
realme; the p'mate claymynge by the bushope of 
romes bulles, and I by the kings maiestie & his 
most noble pgenytours graunts and giftes ; seinge also 
I am, and must be, at greate charge to mayteyne house, 
intertayne gentlemen comynge thens hither, and 
their capteynes and other Suynge the kings highnes 
here ; the poorenes of my lyvinge for my vocacon, 
& the disloialtie of the sayde primate ; that I may 
haue gewen and graunted to me and my successours 
archebushops (whoe synnes the Conquest hathe 
been chiefe staies under the kinge in theis pties of 
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the realme and eu^ trewe to the crowne,) of Dublin^ 
all and eu'y the ecclesyasticall spyrituall iurisdiccon 
premynce^ title^ and dignitie^ together w^ all and 
euery the spirituall pfightes^ lyvinge^ comodities^ and 
emoluments^ belonginge or apperteynynge, to the see 
or churche of Ardmaghe) assuringe yo' hono' that if 
it had chaunced that this gou'no' had ben sent 
hither at the ferst comynge of M' Senteleger hither 
in auctoritie, (synnes whiche tyme the kings excel- 
lencie and the realme hathe spent no smale Sum of 
treasure; and for his pcedings the realme rather 
wors than bett";) yt had been ferre otherwise, bothe in 
obedience and reverence j (but M' Senteleger playde 
a worldlie wise mans p^® : for howe so eu lost, he wan) 
as undoubtedlie this^man contynewinge thre yers 
hauynge maynteynance, shall bringe this realme to 
suche obedience and reuerence in euy pte, as it was 
not synnes the conquest : but the matt' consistethe 
in this, that the thinge beguiie so godlie, & so 
groundlie, may goe forthewards: and thirby shall 
appere what goode-will, traywayle, and payne, is in 
this man, and what lacke in the other ; / he hath 
taken such paynes and chargs synnes his auctoritie 
as no gou'no' dyd, ne mought haue don" more, he 
hathe been at Ballagheyntymore wher ther was no 
Gou"no' heretofor: ther cam to Corke, Mac Cartie 
More whoe neu suiny tted hymselff to the kinge, ne to 
any other his most noble pgeny tours befor,that maybe 
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remembered^ at this tyme hathe renuced the bushope 
of rome and his wycked sortes^ by oothe, and by that 
othe humblie sworne to be the kings trewe subiecte. 
In all his iornay and trayvayll the same nowe lord 
deputie, sawe the kings maiesties most godlie pce- 
dings put in execucon^ and thother naughtie abol- 
yshede in deade : and his chargs is^ and must be, ferre 
aboue any other gouno's, ffynallie I comende him 
not so muche for his sobrietie [and] affable sorte; but 
the man is in vertous doings, the man he pfesseth by 
wordes : This leavinge of forther to troble yo' bono', 
the lorde graunt to the same, long heltheiull lyf w^ 
increse of hono'^ ; ffrom Dublin y« vi*** of August 

yo' bono' to comaunde 

G Dublin. 

To the right honorable therle of 
Warwycke & lorde greate M' of 
England yeue this. 

(endorsed) 

6 of august 1651 The b of Dublin 
to the Counsel!. 
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XXIV. 



Sir James Croft [Lord Dqputy] to the Duke of North- 
umberland. The Sees of Armagh^ Cashelj and 
Ossory vacant, recommending *^ one LeverossCj^ for 
either of the latter sees. 

11th November, 1551* [Orig.] 

The following notice of Thomas Leverous, who became Bishop of 
KHdare on the deprivation of Lancaster, is very remarkable. We 
find him here recommended by the Protestant Sir James Croft, as 
the fittest man in the kingdom to be called to the Episcopal Bench, 
to which he was eventually raised by Queen Mary's Popish Govern- 
ment in 1554. The great obligations which the present House of 
Leinster are under to Bishop Leverous, by his having preserved 
the heir of that illustrious family, is mentioned in Harris's edition of 
Ware's Bishops, and is further illustrated in this letter. 

Yt maie please yo' grace to be aduertised, that wheare 
sondrye Busshoppricks in this lande be voyde^ as 
Armagh, Casseli, and Osserie, to w*^^ chardge I knowe 
of no men yet nomynated, but do dayly looke the 
Counsells pleasurs therein, and specially at Armagh, 
at wiche place, yf some discrete man war appoynted, 
and chefely suche a man as had lyving in England 
to mayntayne hymself, that thereby he mought be 
able to take chardge as a Coinyssioner in those pties, 
without w*^ ordre taken there, and in other places^ it 
is not possyble that the varyance and questions w^^ 
shall dayly ryse can be descydyd / And for thother 
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Busshoppricks^ beyng nere at hand and in the more 
quyeter countrey, we have not here any for suche a 
chardge, saving one Leverosse^ that was skoole 
master to the Lorde Garrett, who for lernyng, dis- 
crescon, and (in outwarde apparaunce) for good 
lyving, is the metyst man in this Realme, and best 
able to preache both in the Englishe and the Iryshe 
tonge / Neuertheles forasmuche as he was thought 
an offendo% for conveying the said L. Garrett out of 
the Realme, and notwthstanding syns had his pdon, I 
dare notbecom asuter for hym; albeit as I haue said 
I knowe no man so mete / I harde hym preache suche 
a sarmon, as in my symple opyneon, I harde not in 
meny yeares. / 

I have alredy wrytten in the favo'^ of the Busshopp 
of Kyldare * for the Busshopprick of Osserie, doubt- 
ing lest my sute for this man wolde not take place, 
howbeit yf yo' grace think good upon this comen- 
dacoii to preferr the man, I shalbe hable to avouche 
asmuche as I have said. 

Kylmanam the xi*^ of Novembre 1551. 

yo' graces evermore bounden at 
comaundement. James Croft. 

To the Duk of 
Northumberlendes grace 

^ Thomas Lancaster* 
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XXV. 

Sir James Croft [Lord Deputy'] to Sir William Cecily 
complaining of the negligence and ignorance of the 
Bishops and Clergy of Ireland, and desiring that 
some learned men may be sent over " to set forth 
the Jdngs proceeding. ^^ 

15th March 1551. [Orig.] 

This a very interesting letter, and was probably the cause of the 
greater earnestness and attention manifested about this time by the 
English Groyemment towards the state of the Irish Church. Cranmer 
vras consulted, and soon afterwards Groodacre and Bale were sent 
over to Ireland, the former to fill the Archiepiscopal seat of Armagh, 
the latter to the Bishoprick of Ossory. 

Beyng a man not lemed^ nether sene in any other 
thing worthie of the chardge comytted to me, I am 
besyde myne other cares^ burdened with the setting 
forth of religion, wiche to my skyll I cause to be 
amended in euery place where I travail : and never- 
theless through the neglicence of the Bysshopes and 
other spyrituall mynistres, it is so barely looked unto, 
as the olde seremonies yet remayne in meny places / 
The Busshops as I find, be negligent and fewe 
lerned, and none of any good zeale as it semeth, 
wherfor yf it wolde please yo^ to move the Counsail 
that for suche busshoppricks as be here voyde, some 
lerned men mought be sent ouer to tak chardg, 
G 2 
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and so to preche and sett forth the kings pcedinge^ I 
wolde trust so to mayntayne them, as they mought 
do good to meny, and sett forth this as it ought to 
be / And yf this cannot be brought to passe, I pray 
yo^ sende me some lemed man to remayne with me, 
by whose counsaill I may the better direct the 
blynd and obstinate busshops, and what stypend 
soeuer yo'^ pmys I will gyve it / praying yo'^ to heipe 
me with spede, for I have gret want of suche a one, 
so I betak yo'^ to god, ffirom Kylmanam the xv*** of 
Marche 1551. 

Yo" to comaund 

James Croft» 

To the right honorable Willm 
Ceycill knight one of the two 
pryncipall Secreteries to the 
Kings Majestic. 
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XXVI. 



Deposition of Sir John Alen knight, relating to 
certain words against the Protestant Religiony said to 
have been uttered by Sir Anthony St. Leger, late Lord 
Deputy of Ireland. 

1552. [Orig.] 

[See XXIII.] 

19 mail 1551. 

The deposition of me John Alen knight^ late chaun- 
celo^ of Irlande, upon my oothe made before S' James 
Croftes knight. Lord Deputie of Irland, S' W"* 
Brabason and Sy John Trauers knightes, by vertue of 
the high cunsells Ires, upon this Interrogatory, what 
wordes or convation S' Anthony Sentleger late the 
kings deputie here had unto me in Kilmaynan 
toching religion, and whether he said unto me, then 
or any tyme ellis. Goo to. Goo to : religion wol 
marre aU / and whether at any tyme I declared to 
my L of Dubline that M' Sentleger spake the lik 
wordes to me or not. / In vertue of myn oothe I 
declare, that neither M' S*leger spak thois wordes to 
me, neither made I any soche Declaration to my L. 
of Dublyn. / and yet for explanation upon what occa- 
sion by like that my L. of Dublyn avowcheth me to 
affirme w^ him in this case, I woU declare some cir- 
G 3 
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cifstance^ w°^ holly in effect is true, so god iudge me : / 
It was soo, that about this tyme xij monethes, in 
lente^ baueng the daie before receyued Ires both by 
oon M' Woode, & Brooks, aswel from my Lordes of 
the Cunsell, intymating to me both ther determyna- 
tions of the sending hyther of my L Cobh^ w^ an 
armye, signyfieng also ther plesure to me to attende 
upon my L Cobh^m to mak all necessary pulsions 
for his fumyture, I repaired to Kylmaynam, to speke 
w*** M' S*leger then Deputy: and beyng ther, he 
sente for me into a Chamber w^*^ is called S^ Johns 
Chamber, wher he, w*** dyus of the Cunsell wer then 
sifting, and when I came in, they all roose, so after 
salutations, M' Sentleger went aparte from the reste 
to the gret wyndowe taking me w^*^ hym, and en- 
tring into conation w^*^ me of the cause of my comeng, 
I shewed him theffecte of my Ires & instructions, 
desiring him, because I wold not be seen to con- 
tempne neith' his p'sente auctie, ne dismynysh his 
estimation amonge the people, that I moght haue 
his commissions to certen psons to puyde their pro- 
visions, rather then to do it by vertue of my Ires, 
and he said I shuld have / and after thus comoneng 
of the frenchmens comyng hither, M^ Alen, saithe 
he, ye ar a man of knowleg, what shall the french* 
men I praie you doo here, and so declaryng his 
opinion therin / mary % I, that w**** they went aboute 
the last yere, to psuade the Yrishmen to consente to 
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haue Irland ioyned to the crowne of ffiraunce^ by my 
trowthe saith he, that wer a vayne devise, ffor the 
irishmen wolbe no longer subiect to them, then it 
plese them selves, but lik as they be wavering w^^ 
us, w*^ have been long here by title, so they wolbe to 
them / In good faithe said I thogh y^ iudge therin 
the likeliod, yet I am of this opinyon, that the frenche* 
men haueng conceyved that they cannot wel kepe 
Scotlande onles they foote in Irlande, and so if they 
moght dryve us awaye, and haue o' sea portes, I 
think they wold not moche ferre of the reste ; But 
said I, what gretter dishono' can be spoken of the 
frenchemen, then they, (after to wynne ther amyties, 
we haue rendred them Bulleyne,) now thus untruly 
to use us, which I trust god woU revenge upon them : 
well M' Alen saith he, I woU telle you, the frenche 
kyng is in his flowers of youthe, pusant and hygh 
mynded, and if th'empero' wer goone, he aspireth to 
be lord of cristendome, and knowing that therin ther 
is no obstacle but the king, & o' nation, he woll 
bylik do what he may to occupie us w^^ Scotland, & 
this Cuntrie, that we shall not giue him impedyment 
eliiswher, / and yet for all this said I, those that 
come from beyond the sea, report that th^ empero' is 
uery colde to uswards ; Mary saithe he, that now 
apperith well, for of late ther is aboue xl or 1 m^ 
poundes worthe of buUyon of the kings seised in 
flaunders, and th'empero' hath made a forfett of it, 
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w®^ is no small hinderance to the kings affaires^ 
spially in soch a tyme as this is, but saithe he^ if 
th'empero' wel remembred the kindnes of the kings 
fader to him, he shuld shew no soche ingratitude to 
his son / and then said I, when I was in Ingland, I 
culd neu" heare that he had any cause of unkindness 
to us, saving some said he was offended w*^ o' religion, 
w®^ as me semyth all things considered, shuld be a 
small cause of unkindnes, well said he, it wer not 
gret m^uell that he, and his, shuld be offended therin : 
as to see daylie at yo' eye, that in that matter at 
home among o'selves, oon of us is offended w^^ 
another, and I am suer that you, and eu'y man w®*» 
haue th'experience of this realme do knowe, that if 
the frenchemens do come hither, they shall haue 
more frendship amongs this nation, for religious 
cause, then for ther owne sakes, and all that they woU 
give them ; and so God helpe me said he, for myn 
awne p*®, knowing the maner and ignorance of this 
people, when my Lordes of the Cunsell willed me to 
set furth the matters of religion here, w^^ to my 
power I haue doon, I had raither they had sente me 
into Spayne, or any other place wher the king shuld 
haue had cause to mak warre ther, then burdeyned 
me to set furthe the matters of religion here, and I 
told my Lordes no les befor my comeng awaye ; and 
here pawsinge, he te'ned him to goo to the horde to 
sitt for dispatche or consultation w^ the reste, and 
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imediately oon came^ saying his meate was upon the 
borde / and so we went to dyner / w*^** doon^ because 
I see not the ckrks mak spede to mak my comis- 
sions^ I went to a side borde^ and wrote them my 
self^ and assune as I had gotten them sugned, I depted 
to my lodging to Dublyn, and when I came ther, 
after I had pulled of my riding gerre, I determyned 
to goo to repast that eventide w^ M' Deane of 
Cristchurche^ and when I came thider, I founde ther 
my L of Dublyne, and M' Basnet late Deane of S^ 
Patricks, and so after repaste, we fowre together (all 
oth advoyded out of the chamber) comoned of the 
newes of the frenche menes comenge, & many 
other things toching th'occurrants psente, among w^^ 
M' Sentlegers faults, neither of me, ne the rest was 
not forgotten : and spially my L of Dublyn assign- 
eng dius ffaultis to him in religion for his offering at 
thaulter at his landinge: the prymate & other 
things toching masse — ^among all, he said he was but 
a dissymuler in religion, and was neu" willinge to haue 
it set ftirthe here. By o' Lady said I, (as I suppose) 
ye goo not farre amysse ther, ffor this day to my self 
he confessid not moche less, (ded he soo saith my 
Lord) I praie yo^ remeber that. Now to shorten the 
matter, longe after this my Lord and I mett not 
together, but it was told me that he said, and I hard 
him self say no les, that M' Sentleger shuld say to 
him, that if the Lords of the Cunsell had letten all 
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things aloone in th'order king Heniy VIII'^ lefte 
them, & medled not to alter religion, neither had the 
rebellion of Ingland, nor all thies hurlyburleye haue 
happened : and to proue this article, it was told me 
he shuld advouche me for a witnes/ wherin I said 
albeit M' Sieger haue so wronged me by taking 
from me bono', estimation & lyving, so as if I shuld 
folowe the fleshe if I moght drink him up in a cupp 
of water, he hath desyued it of me, w^^ considered, no 
man wol accompte me for an indifferent witnes 
against him, yet if I shalbe used for a witnes upon 
the matter proponed ; they ar lik to haue a faynt 
witnes, ffor if M' S4eger wold do to me as moche more 
harme as he hath doon, I woll not lye to hurte him / 
Long after this about the latter eande of harveste, 
when my Lordes S^uante came out of Ingland, who 
broght him Ires from my lordes of the Cunsell for 
his repaire thider, his lordship sente for me to him, 
and shewing me both the said Ires, & what he had 
proponed against M' Sieger, he asked my cunsell (as 
indeed I am of his fee) and among other things he 
desired me to remeber what wordes M' Sieger shuld 
haue had to me in Kylmaynam, when the brute of 
the frenchemen was &® / at his going to Mounster / 
Rehersing theis wordes if my Lordes had ktten all 
thinges in tV order the kings fader lefte them §«. / I 
aunswered, that besides that no man upon the case 
wold tak me for an indifferent witnes against M' 
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Sieger. I remebred no soch words spoken by him, 
(flfor of this pposition conteyned .w*in the interro- 
gatory I neu hirde till now. Go to Go to §*) yes 
said my lord, reme'bre yo'selfe better, flFor ye told it 
me the same day he spake them in M' Deane of 
Cristchurches lodging, he and M' Basnet being 
p'sent, wel my Lord said I, I think ye mystok me, 
But if it may please yo^, when ye mete them next to 
inquire the truthe of them : and if they say as yo^ 
say, I woll calle them & myself both to better reme"- 
braunee, wherupon I meting them after, I enquired 
of them, whether they harde me spek after soch sorte 
to my 1. of Dublyne, and they said my Lord had 
spoken w"* them alredy in that matter, and they told 
him that they harde not me say as he alledged. 
Neu'thelis after this, when at my Lordes request a 
litle before his going ou", I wold mak no testi- 
monyall to him in wrytinge of this article. The 
bishop of Kildare came to me psuadinge me on his 
behalf to put in writing the wordes M' Sentleger 
spake to me in Kylmaynam, To whom I made this 
aunswer. Shew my lord that albeit I love his litle 
too bettir than all M' S*legers body, yet I woll do 
nothyng against truthe, nor that w^^ shall not be 
decent for oon that hath been placed as I haue been, 
Therfor if it shall plese my Lords of the Cunsell, to 
comaunde my Lord deputie to examyne me upon 
my oothe, I will truly declare, [if that may do my 



Digitized 



by Google 



72 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 

Lords plesure] what M' Sieger said to me in Kil- 
maynaii. / written w* thande of me. 

lohn Alen. — 

endorsed 
1552 
^^ deposit5ns of S' lohn Alen 
knight, touching certaine 
words laiyed by the Arche- 
busshop of Dublin to S' 
Anthony S^legers charge/* 
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XXVII. 

Instructions to Sir Anthony St. Leger, Lord Deputy 
of Ireland, to restore the Mass, [Supposed date, 
1554] 

Articles for the re-establishment of the Roman Ca- 
tholic Religion^ unth the opinion of the Lord Fltz- 
waiter, Lord Deputy, 1556. 

[Orig.] 

Sir Anthony St. Leger was reinstated as Lord Deputy in Sep- 
tember, 1553, but superseded by the Lord Fitzwalter, afterwards 
Earl of Sussex, in May, 1556. The opinion of the latter as to the in- 
capacity of many of the Bishops, and the state of the Church gene- 
rally, coincides very much with that of Sir James Croft [See XXV.] 
in 1551. 

Extracts. 

— Furst o' said deputie and Counsaill bothe by their 
owne doings and example, and by suche other good 
meanes as to them or the more pte of them shall 
seme best, shall to the best of their powers cause the 
masse to be saied, and the same ordre in divine 
H 2 
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jrvice and admrstracon of the Sacraments^ to be used 
amonge o' loving subjects there, as nre as they maye 
that hathe ben of olde tyme used, and as is now 
begoune again w4n this o' Reakne of England. 

Artycles sent by the Quenes most excellent Ma^ 
to the L ffytzwau% to be consydered, and answer to 
be returned to her Mat*®; which artycles were in- 
closed yn her Ma*» letter beryg date the xvij*'* of 
Novemb' 1556. 

8. To haue a specyall forsyght howe the people 
w^** shalbe sent thether, maye be instructed yn the 
Catholyk relygion, and what churches ther be fete 
for the same. 

[The preceding articles refer to the project of 
resettling and ^^ planting** the N. Eastern coast of 
Ireland,] 

To the eyghte, I saye that when townes be bylt, 
ther also Churches muste be bylte, for the tyme as 
well as they maye be, and aft' amended. The 
Pryests and mynysters must be sent owt of Ingland 
and well chosen, who maye as well instructe the 
pepell yn the Catholyk faythe, as also see ther 
churches so kept and adorned, as the syght therof 
maye bryng reverence and more devotyen, whiche 
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yn my opynyon fereth the harts of the pepell more, 
beyng dayly put yn remembrance by ther yee, then 
the words of the rare precher whiche for the tyme 
moste comenly fedethe the ere, and aft' falheth 
from the remembrance of the ignorante. 
I would also wyshe a discrete man to be sent out of 
England, who showld be bysshop of those pts, aswell 
to see the premysses observed yn his dyoces, as also 
to gyve exempell to other bysshopps to do the lyk 
yn refermyng of ther dyoces, and the mynisters 
under them, who (it is as pytefuU as trewe), be nowe 
the com5n spyes and messengers of myscheff, and 
make ther churches not only in the northe, but also 
thoroughe the moste of Irlond, lyke stabells for 
horses, and herd-howses for cattell, then holly places 
to mynyst' w* due reverence the moste blyssed 
Sacraments yn ; and use them, as apperethe by the 
lylthe yn them, more to that perpose, then to the 
other ; whiche ungodlynes amongst crysten men, it 
maye plese yo' Ma**® wi'the advyse and auctoryte of 
my L Cardynalls grace, to see abolyshed and the 
disorder reformed^ 

* Holograph of Id Fitzwalter. 
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XXVIII. 

Petition of Conoghour M^Kartie, Clerk, to Queen Mary, 
for a letter of license to go to Rome to obtain 
certain poor Benefices from the Pope. [Without 
date.] 

[Orig.] 

To the quenes most excellent Ma** 

Pleaseth yo'^ highnes, yo' daillie Subiecte Conogho' 
M^Kartie, borne w^'^in yo' gracs realme of Irland^ 
being piitlie bound towards the popes hollines, in- 
tending to obtaine c^teine poore benefics, whether 
thei be spirituall or Reguler^ wthin yo' highnes 
forsaid realme of yrland, fearing lest eny of the 
forsaid benefices be of yo' highnes presentacoii or 
nominacon, and also considering the statute of 
pmunire that dothe phibite eny of yo' said subiects 
to obtaine eny suche dignities from the see of Rome^ 
wthout yo' highnes consent and assent therein had / 
yt may therfore consist with yo' highnes pIeaso% in 
consideracoii of the p'misses^ and also to the fur- 
theraunce of yo' said subiecte^ to the studie of honest 
literature, to graunt yo'^ highnes 'is Ires of license for 
yo*^ said subject 'is discharge in case he can obtaine 
eny suche benefics from the forsaid sea of Rome, 
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fearing lest in tyme coming, eny man should vexe 
or disturbe yo' said Subiecte, obiecting the forsaid 
statute of pmunire in his waye, in case he had not 
yo' said Ires of license for his dischai^ in that behalfe 
readie to shewe / And yo' said subiecte according 
his bounden duetie, shall praye to almightie God 
for the p'sf vacoii of yo' highnes long to contynnu, 

(endorsed) 

The supplicacon of Conogho' M^ Kartie 
of Triand derke. 



XXIX. 



The Archbishop of Armagh^ [George Dowdall^ to the 
Archbishop of York^ Lord Chancellor , and the Lords 
of the Council in England, complains that the army 
had spoilt the See of Armagh^ and requires redress. 

"Termonfeghin Nov. 17, 1557." [Orig.] 

Extract. 

— I am coitrayned tobe an humble peticoii'' to yo' 
honor* that I may have Redresse at yo' hands of 
suche hurts & damags that I have susteyned by my 
L deputie & Army^ who for that in counsale & othere 
placs^ I have bene moste strenghth agains there 
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pcedings^ wher I thought the hincTraunce of the 
quenes subiects / They have latly burned & spoyled 
my pore see of Ardmachan w*^ thre chirches & cHain 
Imags in the same^ besids boks & westm^ that they 
fonde in my Cathedrall Churche, & because of this 
hind raunce & yivyll wyll to me, I am reputed 
amonge them tobe ontrue & in eiiy Soldyo'^ mouthe 
called a tray to', / & by cosultacon amongs them as 
I am enformed, & bruted abrode, that they fonde my ' 
Ires agains the queue in a Cheste in Ardmaghe, w^*^ 
they & all the world shall neve be able to pr've, or 
eny other point of ontruthe in my behalffe unto her 



In answer to these charges the Lord Justice and 
Council informs the Lord Deputy Sussex, [then in 
England,] in a dispatch dated from Dublin, March 
20, 1557, that these accusations against his lordship 
should be imputed rather ^^to private malice than 
care he (the Archbishop of Armagh) had for the 
Reformation of the Country." 
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*^ Albeit/' They say, '^TheTowne'' [of Armagh] was 
sett on fyer, yet was not a quarter of yt burned, and 
in that fyer a thatched rofe or twoo of lytle prophane 
Chappells used as storehowses, toke fyer emongest 
the rest, against the will of yo' L : or any oother 
there to your knowledge, and for the taking away of 
Vestements or any oother ornaments pteyning to 
the Divine service of God, we know that your L. 
dyd not only cause open proclamacon to be made, 
that none such should be taken, but also as much as 
came to your knowledge you caused to be restored 
ageyn 5 and for evell words spoken by m. 1. prymat, 
we never hard of any suche spoken by him, and if 
at any tyme he had complayned of yt, he might 
have byn assured the partie faultie, shuld have byn 
punished for his so doing, nor we never hard re- 
porte of eny evell Ires of his writinge, found there/* 
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XXX. 

Private suits of George Dowdaly Archbishop of Ar-- 
maghy to have power to pass Ecclesiastical Censures 
on disobedient Irishry ; and for license to purchase 
certain premises at Termonfeghin^for the purpose of 
founding a College. 

[1558.] [Orig.] 

Archbishop Dowdal received a favourable answer from the Queen 
to both these requests, as appears by the draft of her Majesty's 
answer of the 4th of August, 1558, by which she gave him leave *' to 
exercise the said censures Ecclesiastical, in such sort as he or his 
predecessors hath been accustomed to do heretofore." The Arch- 
bishop was at this time in London, where he died eleven days after 
the date of the Queen's answer, on the 15th of August, 1558. 

Here enswth suche pettie sutts as I the archbyshope 
of Armachan have at this "psente by yo' honor to 
[be] obteyned of the quenes ma**®. 

— It°* where there is no remedy or Redresse had 
againis th^yrishrie that dothe not awnswere w'^tt or 
byll for eny hurts that they do either to bysshope or 
eny other Inferyo' place . but onely by the censurs 
of the Chirche as hathe eue" contynued there/ and 
yett su"'of the lerned me" there bethe of that oppy- 
nyon^ that it should be a cause of pmunyre to curse 
eny of them in eny tempall cause^ aswell as to curse 
a subiecte^ of whom Remedy may be dayly had by 
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the course of the K' lawes / it may please hir highe- 
nes to graunte me to have at all tymes, lib^tie & licens 
to ex'cise & mynisf all kynde of Eccliasticall Sen- 
sors agains the said wyld Irish^ that do not awn- 
swere w^tt or hyll, neither Redmedy othirwise ca' be 
had agains them but onely by the same. 

Itm where the queues grace have in hir hands in the 
Town of Tinonfeghin the tempalty of a nonry there^ 
w^^ is by the yere iiij marks st : or ther abouts^ & 
a farm there, pcell of saint Mary abay of Dublin is 
possessions, to the yerly valewe of fyve marks iiij' vi* 
St. — ^And for as moch as the same toun of T'monghin 
is my chefFe dwellinge place, I do intende to pchas 
& pvide a lyvinge for a ctain nowmbr of psts to be 
there deputed in a collage, for meyntenig of godds 
dywyn Syuice / it may therfor please hir grace I 
may have the same two pcells, painge the p^chase of 
the same, to hir Gracs eschequier in Ireland, at suche 
dayes as by yo' bono' it shalbe thought mete. 
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XXXI. 

Edward Stapks, Bishop of Meath, to Sir WiUiam 
Cecily recounts how cruelly he had been used in the 
late queen's time, and dqnived of his Bishopric for 
having married a wife^ desires redress. 

[Dec. 16. 1558.] [Orig.] 

Bishop Staples is supposed by Ware to haye died before the ac- 
cession of Elizabeth, and about the year 1664. That event probably 
took phuie soon after the date of the present letter, or Staples would 
naturally have been restored to his see. The Irish Monk in possession 
of his place was WiUiam Walsh, appointed Bishop of Meath in 1554 ; 
deprived for preaching against the Common Prayer in 1560, and who 
died at Alcala, in. Spain, in 1577* 

After most hartie Recomendacons, I can not declare 
howe muche the people here doth reioyce of the 
comeing of o' most dere Maistres to the gounaiice of 
her noble Realme, how cruelly I haue been handeled 
by the late queues dayes, yt wold be to long to sett 
yt fourth in wryting / after my s'yues of xxxv yeres, 
I was dreven almost to begyng^ thrust owte of my 
howse, cast ffrome estymacon, and made a gesteing 
stocke amongst munkes and fireers^ nor any cawse 
I 2 
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why was layed agaynst me, but for that I did marrie a 
wif, they did put an Ireyshe monke in my place, whose 
chefe matter in preachyng, hath bene in realeyinge 
agaynst o' olde M% wherew^^ I was more greved then 
w^^ my owne trobles, the Lorde Cardynall layed 
agaynst me for a greveus article that I psumed in 
my sermond to pray for his sole ; now for if yt 
please you to be sutor to the Quenes Maiestie for 
me^ eyther to haue my Leveing agayne^ or ells to ob- 
tayne some state of Xieyeing to my vocacon, you 
shall doo no les then is my expectacon at yo^ 
handeS; I wolde haue coman my self to you, but suerly 
suche is my pou'tie, that I am not able to beare the 
charges of my ioumey, and therefore I beseche you 
to petie my state, and accordyngly nowe show yo^ 
self my good maister as I have alwayes found you, 
for I had never more nede; the Lorde Cardynall 
pmysed me that I shuld haue an honest stey of 
Leveing owte of the spualties here that were 
graunted to his disposytion by the acte of plyament, 
but nothing did he, but geue me leaue almost to 
begg my breade; yf it please you to confer w"" 
my Ladie Sydney I trust she will further yo' sute 
for yo' pore frend, I trust in the Lorde by yo^ 
meanes to fynd the queue my gratious Ladie, her 
noble grandfather was my especyall good Lorde 
and (I) thenke I am the oldest chapleyne that 
o' olde maister hath now Leveing, and therefore 
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trust that his noble dowghter will not see me lacke 
leveing — And if this Suplycaeon herein enclosed, 
{wanting) and directed to the quenes Ma^® seme 
unto you convenyet, then I beseche you yt may be 
delyu^ed, or ells chaunged as you shall thinke best, 
thus I take my Leave of yo' good maistership, be- 
secheng the Lorde to contenewe you long in much 
health w^ increase of bono', wretten at DuUen 
the xvi*** day of Decembre 

y' p' bedysma" & otrem§ Edw Staple laat 
byshop of Meth \ 

^' T# the Right Hdable and 
my most especiall good M' 
S' Wiftm Cicell knight and 
secretorie to the quenes 
majestic/' 

endorsed 

^* xvi of decemb. 

Edw: Staple. 1558/' 

*■ Signed only hy the bishop. 
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XXXII. 

EMract from Queen Elizabeths ^^ Instructiont?^ to 
Thomas, Earl of Sussex , Lord Deputy of Ireland, 
and to the Lords of the Council with him for the 
Government of the same realm. 

Dated 16«> of July 1559. [1-t Eliz :] 

[Original draft corrected in Cecil's hand.] 

The following Extracts are extremely interestiiig, and dVince 
the judgment and caution with which the restoration of the Re- 
formed National Church was attempted on the accession of Eliza- 
beth. 

— Her Ma*® willeth and commaundeth the sayd 
Depute and all and everye of her sayd counsaill, 
that in all their doyngs and gouernaunce^ they sett 
the srvice of almighty god before their eyes and 
preferre the same in all cases^ And that spially 
the sayd Depute^ and such others of that coun- 
saill, w*''* be natif borne subiects of this o' Realme 
of Englande^ do as moch as conueniently maye 
w*^ good order lye in them, use the rites and 
ceremonyes of tJie Srvice of god at y® best in 
there bowses, w^^ is by Lawe here approved 
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and appoynted, far doing whereof^ her Ma^ tvill 
isy that none of them shalbe empeched or mo- 
lested *. 

[In another draft of these Instructions, the follow- 
ing was originally added, but was afterwards struck 
through with a pen, and these words added in CeciPs 
hand: '' To be left owt.''] 

— and that others natyue of that co*rey be not other- 
wise moved to use the same otherwise than w* there 
owne contestations theye shalbe disposed, nether 
therin doth hir Ma*y meane to iudge otherwise of 
them than well, and yet for the better example and 
edification of prayer in the Chirche, it shalbe well 
doone, if the sayd counsellers being of that cofrye 
borne, shall at tymes convenient cause ether in there 
owne howses or in the Chirches the letany in the 
Elnglish tonge to be used, w^ the reading of the 
pistle and gospell in the same tong and the tenne 
co^ma^dmets. — 

^ In Cecil's hand. 
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XXXIII. 

Memoranda of certain private suits. The Dean of 
Tuam is allowed Confirmation of his Deanery , and 
other Benefices. TTie Bishop of Leighlin^ having 
submitted to the Queen, to be cor^rmed in his 
Bishoprick, and certain exchanges to be made. 

[OrigO 

The name of the Dean of Tuam at this period was William 
Lealley, preferred to the Rectory of Granstay (!) Diocese of Tuam, 
Not. 7, 1558 (Liber Hibemiffi, part y. p. 90). Thomas Fyllye^ or 
Field, was Bishop of Leighlio, haying been appointed by Papal pro- 
yision in 1555. His submission to the Queen, and abjuration of the 
Pope's authority, was signed at Greenwich, June 23, 1559. He died 
in 15679 <^d ^&0 buried in the Cathedral of S.Laferian, at Leighlin. 

16 JuUi 

ao po Reg Eiiaab. answ' for privat sutes. 

1559. 

Itm. where the sayd Erie (of Clanrickard,) tharche- 
bisshopp of Tuameii^ & the bisshopp of Clamfortoii, 
haue wryten to hir Ma**® in the favor of the Deaii of 
Tuameii^ for confirmacon unto him of the sayd 
Deanrye^ & the psonage of Balloney, Aghasgavagh, 
Killosaylaryn, & the prebende of Lekaghe, hir Ma*^ 
is pleased that her sayd deputy [The Earl of Sussex,] 
shall by comission or otherwise understand the 
nature of the same thinge, and if he shall fynde no 
inconvenience therein to the service of her Ma*^> 
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then in her name^ & under her greate seale of 
Ireland to make a confirmacon thereof to the sayd 
Dean. 

Itm. Where S' Thorn ffyllye Bisshop of Laugh- 
Ijn, hath been contented to acknowledge bothe by 
his othe^ & writeing under his hand^ his allegeance to 
her hieghnesy as to his sou'eigne Lady, with a Renu'- 
ciacon of all forreyn aucthoritie & iurisdicon, makeng 
his humble sute to have the sayd bisshoprike con- 
ferred unto him by hir hieghnes hes patents ; Her 
Ma*** is pleased that her sayd deputy, taking w* hym 
the said othe and renu'ciacoii, uppon consideracon 
thereof, do make a graunt of the said bisshoprike 
unto hym, and bycause certeyn of the temporalties 
of the same bisshoprike be so nere adioyneng to the 
fort at Laughlyn, so as the same can no wayes be 
spared for the. s'vice of her Ma***, and yet the sayd 
Bisshopp mete to be recompenced for the same; 
her Ma**® doth aucthorise the sayd deputy to deliu" 
unto the sayd bysshop by waye of exchange certeyn 
oth" lands (spuall possessioS) to that value, such, and 
where^ the sayd deputy shall thinke mete for the 
sayd bisshopp, in full recompence of the lands 
adnexed to the sayd forte, and for further gratefieng 
of the sayd bisshopp, shall suffer him to enjoye, if he 
see it so convenient, the benefice of Dalighny in co- 
inendacoii towards his better sustentacon & lyveng. 
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XXXIV, 

Postscript to a Letter from the Earl of Sussex^ Lord 
Deputy^ to Sir William Cecil. The Lord Chanr 
cellar {the Archbishop of Dublin) desires his Recall 
into England. Dublin^ Nov. 2, 1 560. 

[Orig. Holograph.] 

Hugh Curwin, a native of Westmorland, was appointed Arch- 
bishop of Dublin in 1665, on the deprivation of Archbishop Browne, 
and the same year Lord Chancellor of Ireland. He had been Dean 
of Hereford in 1641, and it would appear from the following note 
that he was desirous of being made Bishop of that See, in exchange 
for the Archiepiscopal seat of Dublin. In 1567) he was translated to 
Oxford, and died in 1566. 

— ^S' my L* Chancellor hath hym hartely com- 
mended unto you, and besecheth you to haue his 
revocation into England to the Byshopryck of 
harthford, [Hereford?] in remembrance he is the 
man that of his cote hath surlyest stood to . the 
Crowne ether in Ingland, or Irland, & therfor it 
shall be well her Mat^^ hath hym in remebrance 
accordingly, to coTort him in his old yeres ; I besech 
you he maye understand from you, I haue had him 
in remembrance. 
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XXXV. 



Alexander Craik, Bishop of KUdare, to (he Lord 
Robert Dudley. He cannot preach to the people, or 
the people understand him. One Mr. Lqftus his 
only help. He desires his recall. 

April ^^ 1561. [Orig. Holograph.] 

Alexander Craik^ B.D., was appointed by Letters Patent, dated 
Ang. 21, 16^, Bishop of Kildare, and was consecrated by Archbishop 
Corwin, abont the close of that month. He is chiefly memorable for 
the very impmdent exchanges which he made of the See lands, by 
which, says Ware, he reduced the very ancient See of Kildare to a 
most shameful poverty. He died in 1564, and was buried in St, 
Patrick's, Dublin. [See XXXVIL XXXVIIL XXXIX. XLII. 
XLVL] 

Right honorable and my singuler good Lord^ my 
dewty moste humblye remembred^ whereas I haue 
heretofore dyvers and sondrye tymes molested yo' 
hono' with my wrytinges^ specyfyenge the hevy 
burthen off my conscience^ w* molestacon off other 
Iniuryes done unto me ; and as yet neuer receiued 
comforts by worde or wrytinge, wherefore I do most 
humblye besiche yo* hono% that like as ye were the 
instrument off this my continuall and daly torment, 
(I meane off my preferment unto a byshoprike in 
suche place in Irelande where neyther I can preach 
unto the people nor the people understande me) y^ 
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ye wilbe the like instrument to the Quenes maiestye^ 
that I may be exonorated and unbu doned off the 
same^ for there is not a preacher to assiste me in 
settinge fourth off goddes worde, or the quenes 
maiestye her procedinges^ saving one M^ Lofthowse ; 
meyne owne chapleme^'n is but latlye comed ouer to 
me ; iff this be a lamentle hering or not^ I referre it 
to yo' honors judgement and discretion, I do most 
humblye besiche yow good my Lord, to ponder this 
matter well and depelye, for it is goddes cause, 
wherin you shall do hym acceptable servyce and yo' 
dewtye : — my firste frutes I trust yo' hono*^ will not 
forget, and the dispatche off my servant which hath 
so longe attended upon yo' Lordship; — dignitie 
and promotion is good and acceptable for a worldly 
man, but quyetnes of cozcience and sincere servynge 
off god, is comfortable for a man fearinge god and 
acceptable unto hym, which thinge I do most humblye 
craue off my Lorde and Ood, for y* I haue not any 
other helpe off man to ayde and assiste me herein, I 
truste the next messeng^ y* yo^ bono' shall receiue 
frome me, shalbe my selfe, iff I can procure leaue, 
and dothe stande w^ the quenes maiestye her plea- 
sure, and than I shall communicate my mynde 
and affaires unto yo' bono' more largelye: — Thus 
leavinge off the lamentinge off all my grefe by pen, 
w* distance and seperacon off o' bodyes, by the in- 
tervall of seas, which is not the leaste of my grefes, w* 
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my most humble comendac5ns unto my honorable 
and good Lord, my L. Ambrose yo' L. brother,* and 
unto my good Ladyes yo^ sisters, I beseche the etemall 
god to preserve you aU in his faith feare and loue, w^ 
muche encrease off hon', defacinge off yo' enemyes, 
comfourts and consolacon off yo' frendes, and to yo' 
hertes contentacon ; frome my howse at Saynt Pa- 
trickes the laste day off aprill, by yo' hono' his 
moste humble and addicted servant duringe lyfe. 

Alexander Craik. — 



culdressed. endorsed. 

^ To the right honorable and my " nit apriiis 1561. 

[defaced] My L : B. of Kildare to ray L. Rob*. 

RoubertDuddeleye^Masterof the craving to be discharged of 

Queues Maiestyes hortse gyve his Bishoprick. 

thes."-* 
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XXXVL 

The Earl of Sussex, Lord Deputy of Ireland, to Sir 
William Cecil. The appointment of Mr. Loftus to 
the Archbishoprick of Armagh. 

Dec. 25. 1561. [Orig.] 

The Archbishoprick of Armagh had been vacant from the death 
of Hugh Goodacre in 1553^ except during the temporary restoration 
of Dowdal daring the reign of Queen Mary. Adam Loftus, a mem- 
ber of an ancient and wealthy family in Yorkshire, was at this time 
Chaplain to the Lord Deputy Sussex, whose chagrin at the delay 
which had taken place in the advancement of his friend, is sufficiently 
evident. Loftus was not consecrated to the See of Armagh till the 
end of the year 1562, although the Queen had written to the Arch- 
bishop of Dublm, commanding his consecration, as early as Oct. 30, 
1561, inclosing a letter of the same date to the Dean and Chapter of 
Armagh, recommending his election to that see. [See XLV.] 

It may pleas yo" to understande that I receyued the 
xxiij*^ of this present in the morning at S' Thomas 
Cusakes howse, yo' Lres of the xiiij*^ of the same, 
and the xxiiij*'' at my arryvall here, yo' Lres of the 
xxviii*^ of November: By the first writen that 
came last to my handes, I perceyve the Quens Ma^'* 
had at my motion conferred upon M*^ Loftehowse 
the Archebusshopricke of Armaughr, by the second 
that came sonest to me, I perceyve her pleasure for 
the stay thereof, whereupon I doe deteyne in my 
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handes all suche Lres as were writen in that behalf 
till further knowlege of her Mats pleasure^ I knowe 
not whoe hathe informed that he is not worthy of 
that place^ but if a vehement zeale in religion^ good 
understanding in the Scriptures, doctrines, and 
other kindes of Larning, contynuall studie, good 
consaton of Life, and a bowntefuU gyfle of Ood in 
utterance, be sufficient to inhabell him, I undertake I 
haue better grownde to inhabell him then eny man 
of that Land or this, of what vocacyon so eu~ he be, 
hathe to dishable him; w® I wish he might by 
coinandemet shewe before the Quen" Ma^% in the 
presence of all the Busshoppes of that Realme ; And 
then I dowte not it wolde appere fitter to intreate 
him to receyve it, then to reiecte him, when not by 
him self, but by others the place was sought for 
him, I ensuer yo^ neither dothe he affecte that, or 
eny other place of him self, nether haue I for 
blynde affection, but for verie dutye sought his 
placing there ; And if any man haue other opynion 
of me, Ood kepe his hed from aking till my doings 
approve his opynion ; I will not troble you longe in 
this matter. The name is grete, the Leving verie 
smaule, I have these three yeres sued for a fitt man 
to be placed there, and hetherto coulde gette none. 
The Queue at my departing as yo knowe wille(i me 
to seke some fitt person ; I recomended this man as 
K 2 
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fitt, he was allowed^ and nowe thought unfitt ; Ood 
send a fitt man shortely to haue the place^ and I will 
provide none other shall by my mens susteyne like 
reproch hereafter. God send you as well to doe as 
I woulde my self, ffirom Kilmanam the xxv^^ of 
December 1561 , 

Yo'* assuredly to comand 

T Sussex. 



To Sr WiUftm Cecell Knight, Prindpall 
Secretare to her Ma^« 



A former \holograpK\ Letter of SwaeXy to Sir Win. 
Cecily dated from Carbery, Nov. 29, 1561, 
states, — 

'* I beseche you to haue M' Adam Loftehowse 

in remembrance for the archebyshoprick of Armaugh, 
whose lemyng is fit for a better place ;'* 
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XXXVIL 



Alexander Craiky Bishop of Kildare, to Sir WilUam 
Cecil. Recommendation of Mr. Adam Loftus, occa* 
Honed by the stay of his preferment to the Arch- 
bishoprick of Armagh. 

January 2. 1561-2* [Orig. Holograph.] 

It would appear from the following memoranda in the S. P. 0.^ and 
which, although without date, from internal eyidence has been re- 
ferred to about this period [1561-2], that the Bishop of Kildare 
himself had been thought of for the Archiepiscopal Seat at Armagh. 
Bale, Bishop of Ossory, deprived in 1553, was still living, being 
a Prebend of Canterbury, where he died in 1563. For Bishop 
Leyerous see XXIV. He survived in retirement, till 1577' — 

'* The Bisshoppericks voyde in Irelande, 

Archebusshoprick of Armachan . . ij ^li. 

of Casseles . . . . Ix li. xiiii*. iiii4 

Bisshoprick of Osserye exx^^ Baal. 

The names of men eligible to the same places. The Bisshop of 
Killdare — D. Bale — M' Dethick— M' Leverosse — M' Bioton dean of 
Kilkennye. xxvi^i xiii^ iiiid.** 

Right wo'shipfull and my approved frend, my moste 
humble comendacons remembred, whereas I did 
make mencyon in a certeyne wrytinge oflF myne, the 
comendacons off one M' Adam Lofthowse mynister 
of goddes worde, servant unto the right honorable 
my especyall good Lord the L. Leutenant, for his 

K 3 
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preferment unto the archbyssopricke of Armaugh, 
by the assent and consent off my good Lord, w^^out 
whose consent I do nothinge as touchinge the 
settinge fourth off goddes moste holye worde, and 
the queues maiestyes procedinges there, as to my 
bounden deautye appteyneth ; upon wbiche comen- 
dacons yt pleased yo' wo'shyppe to wiyte unto me 
yo' letters, that upon my Lord Leutenantes comen- 
dacons and yo' prociu'ement, yt pleased the queues 
Ma*® to preferre the sayed M' Lofthowse to the 
aforesayed promocyon ; / and yet notw'^^standinge 
immedyatlye there came an other letter unto me for 
the staye off the same, / the occatyon I knowe not / 
but yff any man haue enformed the queues Ma**® 
that the sayed M' Lofthowse is unwo'thie the sayed 
promocon, or haue otherwyse incensed yo' worship 
againste hym; haue. done yt eyther off some synister 
malice againste the sayed Lofthowse, or envye 
againste goddes worde and the queues Ma*" pro- 
cedinges / for yff I had wrytten never a word in the 
matter, I thought my Lord Leutenantes comenda- 
cons should have beene a sufficyant testymonyee off 
the same, but yff my symple jugements may be 
admytted or stande in steade, yo^ wo'shippe shall 
understande, that he is fervent and zelous in religion^ 
settinge fourth the queues Ma**®" procedinges, and is 
learned to defende the same accordinglye ; and is 
not onelye wyse and discrete, but also off a syncere 
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and pure coversatyon / as I wold wysshe that the 
quenes Msfi^ and her honorable councell should 
not refuse the willinge service of siche a fyt man, 
so I do wyshe likewyse that more plentye of siche 
like preachers were placed in this realme of Irlande. 
— Thus I humbley take my leve off yo' wo'^shipp, be- 
sechinge yow to haue in remembrance myne owne 
affaires which ye shall fullye at large understand at 
the co'mynge off my Lord Leutenant my singuler 
and approved good Lord, besechinge yo' wo'shippe 
moste ernestlye to contynew myne approved frend, as 
ye haue been heretofore, as I understand by my 
deare frende M' Leyche and others, ffrome saynt 
Patrickes besydds Dublyn the seconde day off 
January e. 

By yo' moste lovinge and 
addicted frende to his 



poore power 



To the right wo^shipfull and my 
singuler and approyed good 
frend S' Will Cicyll Secre- 
tarye to the quens maiestye. 

[endorsed.] 
2. Januar 1661. 
B of Kildare to my M'. 



Alexander Daren. 
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XXXVIIL 

Alexander Craiky Bishop of Kildare, to Sir William 
Cecil. Bishoprick of Meath, which it was the 
Queeti^s pleasure he should have. 

January 10, 1561-2. [Orig. Holograph.] 

The Bishoprick of MeftUi [See XXXI.] was at this period yaeant 
hy the deprivation of William Walsh in 1560^ and was eventually 
filled hy the promotion of Hugh Brady in 1563. [See L.] 

Ryght worshypfuU, aftr my uery hartye comenda- 
coiis, whereas I do understande by my deare frend M' 
Leache who hath bene latelye w*^ yo' worshyppe, 
that yo" do beare me a frendlye good wyll, as yo" haue 
ever done heretofore, and also by yo' IreS to my 
syngter good Lord my Lorde Leautenaiit, whose 
honor declaryd unto me thys last crystemas that th' 
queues Ma*^®* pleasure ys, that I shuld tak upon me 
the bysshoppryck of Meath^ unto whose hyghnes' 
ordinans I ame oblygyd & most addyctyd, beying a 
forener, and reaceuyd by fauo', notwythstandyng my 
late seut to come into Englond in theyse my syckly 
dayes ; and what I shall do therein^ I most instantly 
desyre to kno the Queues Ma**®» pleasure, by yo'^ 
worshyppe, and that I may have the assystence of 
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preachers yf I tarye here, w*'^ I wold be lothe to do, 
yf yt shuld so stand w*^ the Quenes Ma**** pleasure, 
— all other thyngs yo° shall know by the conference 
of my verye syngler and approvyd good Lord my L. 
Lewtenant, thus levyng of to trowble yo'* w^^ manye 
wordes, most humbly I bed yo^ well to fare in the 
fayth, feare, & love, of Ihus Chryst, w*^ mooch en- 
crease of worshyppe. from Saynct PatlLs by DuMyn 
the X* of January An® 1561, 

By yo' most humble to hys 
lytle power, duryng lyff. 

Alexander Daren. 



To the Ryght WorshypfuU and his verye 
approvyd ffrende S' Wyirm Cysell 
Knyght cheyffe Secretery to the 
Quenys Ma^7® of Englond yeve theyse. 

[endoraed.] 
10 Jann 1661. 
B. of Kildare to my M' 
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XXXIX. 

Alexander Craik, Bishop of Kildare^ to Sir William 
Cecil. Deanery of Si, Patricks. Desires to be dis- 
charged of his first fruitSy or that he may be rep- 
ealled into England. More preact^ers to be sent to 
Ireland. 

February 10, 1561-2. [Orig. Holograph.] 

The Deanery of St Patrick's, vacant bj the deprivation of Thomas 
Leverons, had been conferred on Craik) by the election of the Chap- 
ter in 1 560. He held it till his death in 1564. 

Ryght worshypfull, and my synglef approvyd firende, 
after my very hartye comendacons, w*** lyk thanks 
for yo' gentle Ires, whereas I haue bene here tofore 
in sewte of the Lawe for my ly vyng of the Deanreye, • 
the w*^ I suppose ys not unknowen unto yo' wor- 
shyppe, and as my syngler good Lorde, my L. 
Levetenand know*^, whose hono'^ heretofore hath 
comandyd the sewts to be stayed, yet notw*^standyng 
his honors comandement, I haue bene sewed of late 
bothe in the exchequer and Comen place, syth hys 
lop depture owt of Irelond, In the exchecker I 
ame sewed for not compowndyng for my fyrst 
frewtes, w*^ I thought had bene long syth remyttyd 
and forgyven me of the quenes Ma% as I was 
credybly informyd, els I wold not haue incurryd 
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the danger of the quenes maiestyes lawes; further 
one Wyll*m Basnett prosecutyth the lawe ageynst 
me for my Deanerye, claymyng the same in fearme 
by a Lease grntyd by the late famouse p'^nce of 
memory Kyng Henry the eyght, wh* trowbles doth 
not a lytle greave me^ not only interruptyng me of 
my studye, but also augmentyng my late sycknes, 
that I haue gotten in thys contreye syth I dyd here 
arryve, most humbly desyryng yo" to be a meane 
unto the Quenes Ma*y for me, as well for the remyt- 
tyng of my fyrst frewts, as also I be not thus 
trowblyd in the Law, for my Deanrye, consyderyng 
that I ame a pore man, havyng n^other substance 
nor frends to be bownden for me, beyng also as yet 
moch indebtyd for my chargys & fomyture to come 
ouer into thys realme of Irelond ; whych consyderyd, 
I most humbly desyre yo^ to speak to my Lord 
Leavetenant for me, that yt wolde please hys honor 
to dyrect hys h* Ires unto the lord Justyce here, and 
to M' Baron Baath & other the o%cers of the 
exchecquer, & comen place, y't I myght be therby 
remyttyd and dystchargyd of my fyrst freuts, and 
from the sent of the comen Lawe, or els that I maye 
be removyd from hence into Englond to some pore 
q^ett lyvyng that ys owt of trowble of the Law, for 
sewerly thys trowble wyll sore abbrevyat my dayes, 
yf yo" be not a meanes to the Quenes Ma**® for me 
in my aforeseyd petycyons & sewtes; thus most 
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instantly desyryng yo^ to procure and solyste for me 
lycens to come ouer into Englond^ for the recoverye 
of my healthe, wyth yo' good remembrance and 
furtherance in all my sewtes, as my sure exspectacon 
ys in yo'^, and as I haue heretofore at all tymes 
exsperymentyd ; — and thus I most humbly bed yo" 
well to fare in the fayth^ feare^ and love, of Ihus 
Chryst, w*** moche increase of worshyppe, ffrom my 
pore howse the Deansrath * the v**^ of fFebruary A"" 
1561. 

Yo' Lovyng frend to cdmaiide duryng lyffe. 

Alexander Daren. 

Posts(fpta, I beseach yo" that there maye be more 
preachers sent into thys the queues Ma*y rude 
realme of Irelond. 

To the Ryght Worshyppfull my very 
approvyd ffroDd S' Wyllam Cycell, 
Knyght^ cheaffe Secretery unto 
the quenes Ma^y. 

[eDdorsed.] 
5 Febr. 1561. 
B of Kildare to my Mr. 



1 Deansrath was the Manorial seat of the Deans of St. Patrick's, in 
the parish of Clondalkiny near Dublin. 
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XL. 



Gerot or Gerald, Earl of Desmond^ to Sir William 
Cecily recommending his Chaplain, " Sir Edmonde 
Hiffiman/^ to be Archbishop of CasheL 

February 18, 1561-2 [Orig.] 

The Archbishoprick of Cashel, void by the decease of Roland 
Baron or Fitz-Gerald, on the 28th of October, 1661, was not filled till 
&e year 1567, when James Mac-Caghwell was promoted to that see : 
The Chancellorship of Cashel, at this period held by Edmund 
Hijffiman, was, on the 21st of June following the date of this letter, 
conferred on John Archdeacon. — lAber Hibernim^ pars v. p. 100. 

I comend me veray harttillie unto yo' wo'shipfuU 
M'ship, having sent my veray loving chaplane & 
frende S' Edmonde Hiffirnaii chauncello' of Casshall, 
(of whom passing goode opinion is conceaved 
emongs us of civilitie & goode man^s) to be suito' 
to the Quenes Ma*^® for tharchbusshoprick of Casshell 
now woide, & have written to my frendes in his 
fauo's, of whom I recken yo^, (allthough I be not 
yet acquainted w*^ yo' M'ship,) as any oth% thies 
shalbe therfore moste harttilly to beseache yo^ to 
showe yo'^self my goode frende^ in presenting my 
said chapleners Ires^ & mowing his p'pose to hir 
moste excellent Ma**® & the co^saill^ wherby I doubte 

L 
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not^ (yo'' M'ship standing my aid,) to have goode 
successe in my attemptates^ knowledging me bounde 
to acquite yo' goodenes w^ any pleasure I can, 
when occasion s?e, thus resting yo' owne assured 
frende, I take my leave w**^ yo' M'ship, Srom Corcke 
this xviii*^ of Februarii 1561. 

Yo' veitoy louing frende 

Gerot Desmond. 



To the right wo'shipfull and myn es- 
peciale goode frend M' Secretarie 
Sicile give thies 

[endorsed] 

1 8 Feb. 1661. Erie of Desmond to my 
W in faTO' of & Edmund Hiffiman 
to be Arch B. of Casahell. 
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XLI. 



Alexander Craik, Bishop of KUdare, to Sir William 
Cecily not being able to endure much labor in 
preachinff, has sent for his acquaintance David 
Padye Parson of Compton Westleys in the County 
of Southampton, to assist him, having heard that the 
Bishop of Winchester intends to deprive him for 
non-residence, desires proceedings to be staid. 

February 18, 1561-2. [Orig. Holograph.] 

Ryghte worshypfull, my dewty not forgotten, Theyse 
are to c'tyfye yo^ that I beyng syckley and not 
able to indure sooch laboure in preachyng as I have 
done heretofore, syns my arryvyng in Irelond, I 
wrote to one of my old acquentans Davyd Padye 
pson of Compton Westeleys in com South: to 
come to assyste me in preachyng of godds worde, 
w*** he dothe here at thys p'sent to godds glorye, 
yet I ame c'tyfyed that my Lorde Bysshoppe of 
Wynchester hath cytyd hym, intendyng to dep've 
hym, for not resydent, may yt therefore please yo' 
worshyppe to dyrect yo' IreS, to my Lord of Wynches- 
ter, wyllyng hym to stay in thys matter, seyng he ys 
my frend, and ys occupyed here for a tyme in settyng 
forth of Godds glory, confoundyng hys enymyes, 
wherin he doth both avaunce the trewth, and the 
L 2 
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quenes Ma**** procedyngs. and thus moste humbly 
desyryng yo° to have me in memorye for my former 
seutes in my late Ires^ and to haue conferens therein 
w**» my syngler approvyd good Lorde, my Lorde Leau- 
tenant, for I haue no frende in whom my trust ys re- 
posyd under god, and the quenes Ma*^^, as in hys hono% 
w*** my Lord Robert and my L. Ambrose Duddeleye, 
and also in yo' worshyppe, whose frendshypp I 
haue exspenymentyd ; and thus most humbly I bed 
yo^ well to fare in the fayth from the love of God, 
w*** moch increse of worshyppe, flfrom St Pat'cks by 
Dublyn the xviii* of ffebruary, An« 1561«. 

By yo's addyctyd and to comand 
to his lytic power, duryng lyffe. 



Alexander Daren. 



To the ryght worshypfiill my 
syngter approvyd frende S' 
Wyllyam Cyeell knyght, 
Cheyff Secretory unto the 
Quenes Ma*** of Englonde 
yove theyse. 

[endorsed.] 

18 FebT 1661. 
B.of KildaretomyM'. 



Digitized 



by Google 



ORIGINAL LETTERS. 113 



XLIL 



Alexander Craik, Bishop of Kildare, to Sir William 
Cecil. Desires licence to repair to Englandyfor the 
dispatch of his urgent affairs, and for recovery of 
his health. 

April 23, 1562. [Orig. Holograph.] 

Ryght worshypfull aftre my verye hartye co^menda- 
coiis, w*** lyke thanks for yo' approvyd gentlenes, 
whereas I have wrytyn unto yo^ sundry Ires de- 
claryng unto yo^ my pore state, trowble and 
syckenes that I now have, and have had syth I 
arryvyd into thys coiitroye, of the w*'^ my sewtes I 
neuer had answer from yo" as yet, Theyse shalbe 
most humbly to desyre yo" to contynew my firend 
as yo" have bene here tofore, that I may have lycens 
to come over for my urgent affares, and for the 
recoverye of my healthe, the w*^** obtaynyd, (yf y t be 
godds wyll) I shalbe the better able to set forthe 
godds glorye. Thus most humbly I bed yo" well to 
fare, in the fayth, feare, & love, of Ihus Chryst, wyth 
the encrease of moch worshyppe, defacyng of yo' 
enymyes, & to yo'hartes contentacon, most Instantlye 
cravyng, yo* speadye answer, yf yt so shall seame 

l3 
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good to yo' djscreoon, unto the w*"* I refer me, 
f&om my pore howse the Deanerath in Irelond the 
xxiij«»of ApreU, An% 1562. 

Yo' assuryd to hys lytle power duryng 
lyffe. 

Alexander Daren. 

To the ryght worshypfull 
and hys syngler approvyd 
frende S' Wyll»m Cycell 
Blnyght, Cheyf Secretorye 
unto the Que"**" Ma*^* yeve 
theyse. 

[endorsed.] 

23 Apr 1662. 
B of Kildare to my M' for license 
to come into England. 
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XLIII. 

Gerotf Earl of Desmond, to Queen Elizabeth. Will 
assist the Bishcp in the furtherance of Religion. 

June 28, 1562. 

[Orig. under the hand and seal of the Earl.] 

Grerald, or Gtorot, Earl of Desmond^ the author of the articles from 
which the following is an extract^ and of a former letter to Sir Wil- 
liam Cecil, [See XL.] was the sixteenth and last Earl of Desmond, 
and headed the great Rebellion in the South of Ireland, in 1674, 
commonly called ^ Desmond's Hebellion.'' He was attainted in 
1582. 

The following notes, from original memoranda in the S. P. O., have 
reference to the state of the Church at this period. 

<< Irland 6 Junii 1662. 

^ Ther be dyvers byshoprjks Yoyde & it is needfull to place byshops 

presently. 

^ Memoryall of matters resolnod on by the Queues Ma^ 13 Junii 

1562. 

** Skiddy that had queue Maryes letters to the bysshop of roome, & 

had bulls retemed from thens for the bysshopryk of Cork, to be 

made byshop of Cork by the queues letters patents. 

[Roger Skyddy, originally appointed Bishop of Cork and Cloyne by 
Queen Mary in 1557, was accordingly restored to the temporalities of 
that See, October 29, 1562.] 



Digitized 



by Google 



116 ORIGINAIi LETTERS. 



*' BuBshoprickes 
voyde and the 
Busshoppe to 
be well chosen. 



** Memoryall, July 3. 1562. 

Armaeh m9 m'k*! 

C«eheUe80U j-^^b'^hoppes. 

Methe 

Corke 

Dyvene small bnsshopricks in the Irishry. 

Lymerike may be void by Deprivacyon. 



" a comission to reoeyre sorrendred bnlles & to graunt Lres Patents. — 

[The Bishop of Limerick mentioned aboye, was Hugh Lacy, who 

had been, at the instance of Queen Mary, advanced to that see by 

Pope Paul lY., during the life, by Deprivation of Bishop Casey. 

- Lacy resigned in I57I9 and was succeeded by the deprived Bishop^ 

William Casey.] 

Articles exhibited by Gerrot Earle of Desmonde to 
the Queenes Majestye after his submission made, 
and the favour of her Ma*** obteyned for him, by the 
intercession of her Ma** pryvye councell, and thearle 
of Sussex the lieueteniit of the Realme of Irlande, 
the xxviii**^ day of June 1562. 

[Extract.] 

Item. I doo firmely vowe and promesse, that I will 
to the uttermost of my powre, ayde and assist the 
Busshoppe, and all other spirituall mynisters, to 
cause the honnour and divyne service of almighty 
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god^ to be mainteynid^ furtherid^ and establisshid in 
all churches and parties of the Realme of Irland, 
and specially in your Ma*®* Comtees of Corke, 
Lymerike^ and Eerry^ as is^ and shalbe orderid and 
lymitid by the lawes^ statutes, and orders of the 
Realme of Irland^ and to punishe the offendors 
therof according to the qualitees of their oflfenses. 



XLIV. 



The Earl of Sttssex, Lord Deputy, to Sir William 
Cecil. Lack of piety. The people come to Divine 
Service as to a May^game. 

From Chester the 22nd of July, 1562. [Orig.] 

See XXYII. for the opinion of the Earl of Sussex, then Lord Fitz- 
walter, as to the state of the Irish Giurch in the Reign of Queen 
Mary. 

Extract. 

/—Of relygyon is so abused, as the papysts rejoyce, 
the newters do not myslike changes, & the fewe 
zelouse pfessers lamente the lacke of pyetye. The 
pepell w*owt dysciplyne, utterly voyde of relygyon, 
come to divine Svyce as to a may game. The 
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mynyst" for dishabylyte, & gredynes, be had in 
co'tempt^ and the wyse, fere more the impieti of the 
licentiouse professers^ than the superstityon of the 
erronyouse papists. These matt" be so farre come, 
as they be not I think to be holpen by private 
comyssions, but rather by plament, wheryn lymyts 
in relygion & discipline maye be appoynted, w^ 
suche severe orders for punyshment of the brekers 
thero^ as men may fere to go beyond or come short. 
God hold his hand ouer us that o' lycencyouse 
dysorders, & lacke of relygyouse harts, do not 
bring in the meane tyme, his wrath & revenge 
upon us, / 



Digitized 



by Google 



ORIGINAL LETTERS. 119 

XLV. 

The Lord Deputy and Council to Queen Elizabeth^ 
have received an answer from the Dean of Armagh, 
The Chapter there be so sparkeled^ as he can by 
no means assemble them to the Election of Mr. 
Adam Loftus. 

Sept' 2, 1562. [Orig.] 

(iaeen Elizabeth, in answer to the above, Oct. 11, 
1562. [Copy of the period.] 

The Consecration of Archbishop Loftus took place on the 2nd of 
March, 1562-3. He having, however, obtained a grant of all the 
Revenues of the Archbishoprick, and power to determine Ecclesias* 
tical causes in his Diocese, on the preceding I8th of November. This 
was in accordance with the following letters ; and it is the more re- 
markable, as an Act for conferring Bishopricks and doing away with 
the form of election by oongi d'Uire, had been specially passed by 
Parliament in the second year of Elizabeth. 

— *^ I saw a letter," writes Sir William Fitzwilliams, Lord Chief 
Justice, to Sir William Cecil, ''from Thomas-Court, the last of June, 
1562, from the Q: Ma^« Consell, unto the Barrones of the ex- 
cheker to call in the revenews of the byshoprycke of Armagh, as well 
the sperytualtys ther of, as temperaltys, Ihumbly besech yow if ther 
may be a nother to the same effect for all bysshoprycks lyck voyd, 
but for the sperytualtes chefly, w<^ by no mean they wyll let come to 
theQ. Mati««^ 

It may please yo' higbnes to be aduertised, that 

^ (Orig. Holograph.) 
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having geuen ordre according to your pleasure, and 
comaundement, for the electyng of M' Adam Lofte- 
howse to be archebysshop of Armawghe, we haue re- 
ceived answere from the Deane of Armaghe^ that the 
Chapter there, whereof the greatest p* be temporall 
men, and Shane Oneles horsemen, be so sparkeled 
andowte of ordre, as he can by no meanes assem- 
ble them to procede to thelection of him according 
yo' Ma*i** nomynacon in yo' Lres to the Deane and 
Chapter, and the conge deisleyer graunted to them 
from me your chaunceler, by yo' highnes comaund- 
met ; whereupon we have taken ordre for the staye 
of the frutes in the ten'ants handes, untill yo' Ma*^®* 
pleasure be furdre knowen, and doo thinke the best 
waye to procede herein, wylbe to delyver unto him 
by your Msfi^ warrant the possesseyons of the 
Archbisshopryke absq computo from the date of your 
Lres, as in like cases hath been used ; and thereupon 
to graunte unto him comyssion here to ordre causes 
ecclesiasticall w*^in that Dyoces, according the sta- 
tutes of the last plyament, whereby the place may be 
sufl5ciently supplyed, till yo' Ma**® may take furdre 
ordre therein. The people in those pties be far dis- 
ordered in religion, he ys discrete, well lerned, and 
hathe a goodlye gyfte of utterance in the pulpet, 
whiche mpveth us the rather to beseche yo' highnes' 
spedy resolution herein, and so we shall pray to 
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God longe to preserve yo'^ Ma**« in prosperite^ fix)m 
Dublin the second of Septembre 1562. 

Yo' Mat» most hbell & faythfull 
Subjects & Svants. 

T Sussex H. Dlblin Cane*. 

James Bathe. 

Jo: Pluket. 
W. Fitswylliams. Henry RadedyflF 

John Chaloner. 

To the Queues most excellent Mat^ 
[endorsed] 

2 Sept 1662. Coanseli in Ireland to 
the Q. Ma^^e for Adam Lofthowse. 



Cecil has written opposite a note of the above 
" a Ire for this:' 

The following is a copy of the answer to the above 
Letter, which, after reciting the same, proceeds — 

— We do uery well allowe yo' said desire, and doo 
giue aucthoritie unto yo^, o' said Deputie, chancellor, 
and euery other o' offycers to whom it shall 
apptei^, as well to make out under o' great seale, 
and otherwise as the cace may move, suche, and as 
manye writings as shalbe convenient for the pform- 

M 
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ance thereof towards him^ as also to give due allow- 
ance of the said revenues by way of accompt^ as of 
money by us speacially graunted unto him by warrant 
hereof; and so to continue untill he may receave his 
establishment in the bisshoprick by such ordinary 
meaneS; as in aemblabk cases hath been accustomed, 
and thies o' LreS shalbe yo' warrant and discharge 
for the doing of all & singler the pmisses. yeuen 
[under] o' signat at o' honno' of Hamptoncourt, the 
xj^** of Octobre the fourth yere of o' reign (1562.) 



XLVI. 



Alexander Craik, Bishop of Kildare, to Sir WUliam 
Cecil. In the MarshaUy for his first fruits, desires 
the Queen^s pardon. 

August 5, 1568. [Orig.] 

This is the last letter^ in point of date^ of seyeral preserved in the 
S. P. 0. of the unfortunate Bishop Craik, who died the following year, 
1564. 

My duetie most humbly remebred unto yo' hono% I 
am piitly forcyd to move the same by theys my Ires 
& most humble suyte, being pntly my self in the 
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warde of the Marshallcy of this Realme, for the 

occxvis 

pryncypall of my first fruytes, being the penaltie for 
not compounding^ the holl extending to vi^ xxxij** 
ii* iii^^ my most humble request is, that it wold 
please yo' hono' to joyne w*^ my deare & sp"*ially 
good L my L Robt Dudley, for pfecting & obteign- 
yng her Ma^ most graciouse IreS unto the L. 
Levetennt here, to take order w*** the L. chauncello' 
here to passe unto me her most gratiouse pdon under 
the broade Seall of this her Ma** Realme. 
Thus breefly w*"^ all my hart I recomend yo" unto 
the Living god, in hast as appeareth, the v^ of 
august 1563. 

Yo' honours humble to commaunde 

Alexander Daren. 

[Endorsed.] 

5 Aug : 1663. 
B of Dublin (sic), 
for remiflsion of his first fimits. 

No address, but endorsed in the hand 
of the Secsretary of Sir W. Cecil. 
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XLVII. 

Queen Elizabeth, to the Earl of Sussex, Lord Deputy. 
The Dean of Armagh to be made Archbishop there. 
The Archbishop of Armagh to be translated to 
Dublin. The Archbishop of Dublin to have a pen^ 
sum. Brady to be Bishop ofMeath. 

October 15, 1563. [Orig. draft.] 

Terence Danyell was Dean of Armagh at this period, and is the 
person mentioned in a letter of Sir Thomas Wroth to Lord Robert 
Dudley, July 23, 1664. ** The Deane of Ardmaughe to be bisshop 
of Ardmaughe, wold promesse to do moch w^ Shane Oneyle and 
som thinke he cold pjbrme it/' However, this political promotion 
never took place. [See CXIV. CXVI.] The Transhktion of Adam 
Loftus to the See of Dublin was effected in 15679 when Hugh Cur- 
win was translated to Oxford. [For Bishop Brady, See L.] 

[Minute in S' W"* Cecils hand writing dated, 
at Wyndsor 7 Augusti 1563.] 

That y® Deane of Armagh may be p'mat. 
That y* Pmat may be bish of Kildare and Deane 
of S^ Patryk* 
That y« Bish of Kildare may be B. of Methe. 
Y® Chantor of Ardmagh to be deane. — 

[Queen Eliz : to the Earl of Sussex^ 15. Oct. 1563. 
being a draft in the handwriting of S' W. Cecil.] 

Extract. 
— We ar moued to allow that the Deane of Armaugh 
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shuld be made archbishopp there^ and the arch- 
bishopp ther to be archbishopp of Dubly""^ and y® 
archbishopp of Dubly", now being our chacellor 
there^ to be eased as he hath oflentymes desyred, and 
as his great yeares doo reqre^ of y« Burden both of 
y® Bishoppryck, and of the Chaceliorshippj for which 
purpose we wold he wer so frendly used by yow^ or 
some other, that his sayd suyte might be renewed, 
and to have a pension duryng his liffe of ii^ ^^ by 
yere, as S' Thomas Cusake shall devise w* yow. 
And for y* Bishoprick of Methe, we have deter- 
myned to bestow y® same, uppo* a honest lerned ma~ 
of y* coutrey named Bredy, whose ler" ing and 
suflSd'etry is here so well recomeded uppo' prooffe, 
as we thyk hy' very mete for the same, and uppo" 
coicaton" w^ the Chancellor there, and knowledg 
fro" hy'self of his Cof entatio" to leaue y® same, we 
meane to appoynt S'Tho Cusack to be our Cha"- 
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XLVIII. 

A Scheme for a College to be erected in Dublin. 
October, 1568. [Orig.] 

See II. There were varioiiB devices or ^ PlaUs,'* for the foonda- 
tion of a Uniyersity, before Trinity College was at last established by 
Qaeen Elizabeth, in 1591. In the mean time there was no sort of 
education for the Clergy^ whose ignorance was naturally extreme, as 
many of the present collection of letters abundantly testify. 

The Piatt of a colledg to be erected, w"» a principal! 
or pvoat, two preachers, a reader of dcvinitye, a 
reader of Logick, a reader of philosophic, xii fel- 
lowes, xl skoUers, a M' of the grammer skoole, an 
ussher to the same, w'** all other necessary officers, 
and chardgs, by estymate required, fytte for the said 
colledge. — 

ffor the principall by the yere . . cc" 

flfor the viceprincipall being one of 
the fellows over & above his dy- 
vidente by the yeere xx** 

For the Bowcer being allso one of 
the fellows, ouer & above his 
dividente by the yeere . . . . x" 

For two preachers by the yeere F 
for a peece, and for both . . . c" 
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For the reader of Divinitie by yere . Ixvi" xiij* iiij<* 
For the reader of Philosophie by 

yere 1" 

For the reader of Logick by yere . xl" 
For xii fellowes to every iiij" 

apece xlviij" 

For xii bachelers to euy xl* by the 

yeere • xxiiij" 

For the M' of the grammar Skoole . xxx" 

For the Ussher of the same . . . xx" 

For xl skollers to every xiii* iiij* . . xxvi" xiii* iiii<* 

For the Manciple xx" 

For the Butler iij^ vi* viii* 

For the Cooke and his Company . xxx" 

For the porter iiij" 

For ij Laundresses to euy vi" xiii' 

iiii* xiij" vi» viii* 

Forthe gardyner iiij" 

For the diet of xii felloes at ii* iiil* 

the weeke Ixxii" xvi* 

For the diet of xii bachalers at ii" a 

weeke per peece Ixii" viii* 

For the diet of xl skollers at xviii* 

p' peece by the weeke .... clix" 
For the diet of the Butler & Porter 

after ij* a weeke p* peece . . . x^* viii* 

For fyer p' annu" c" 
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For otemeale. Salt, Candells, napye 
& Vessells p' an Ix^ 

For repacons, suyts, & extraor* 
dinary chardgs p' ann • • • • c^ 
Sum' xii* Ixx" xii" 

[Endorsed in S' William Cecils Hand,] 

" Irland Octb 1563, a de- 
vise for a CoUedg to be 
erected in Dubly'/' 



XLIX. 



Commission given by David Wolf, Commissary from 
the Pope, to absolve all manner of falls from the 
Church, 

Pecember 7, 1563 . [Orig. Copy.] 

For David Wolf, Commissary or Nnndo firom the Pope, see the 
Confession of Richard Creagh, titular Archbishop of Armagh. [No. 
LXIV.] 

Dauid Wolf presbiter societatis Jesu, ac sanctissimi 
dni nostri dni Pii diuina providentia pape 4, ad 
illustrissimos principes et universum hibemise reg* 
nu Co'missarius^ dilecto nobis in Christo Tadeo 
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sacerdoti Dublii dioc Salutem in eo qui est vera 
salus. Cum impossibile nobis sit^ ob discrimina 
itineris illas ptes Lagenise visitare iuxta officium 
nobis a sede apostoUca comissnm^ in qua nonnulli 
reperiuntur quibus indulto apostoUco et nostra 
ministerio opus est nee ipsi propter bella et istas que 

I utrinq^ inter hos tirannos reipublice V3.3 et omnis 

probitatis expugnatores exorte sint simultates et 

I odia pessima^ has ptes adire audeant ; visum est nobis 

tibi comittere vieem nostram, quem ad hoc munus 
subeundum fidelem arbitramur et idoneum^ ut omnes 
et singulas utriusc^ sexus psonas tarn Ecclesias- 
ticas quam seculares a quibusvis casubus quan- 
tumvis gravibus et enormibus et spetialiter a cri- 
minibus heresis et schismaticis absoluere valeas, et 
sancte matri ecclesiae recSciliare, facta prius privata 
vel publica abiuratione^ put tibi melius videbitur 
expedire in domino, et accepta salutari penitentia, 
Tibi igitur ea aucthoritate qua fungimur, omnem 
potestatem absolvendi in hac parte conferimus, et 
volumus quod oiS omnibus gratis et sine spe alicuius 
tueri facias. 

Dat Limerici 7® die mensio decembris, sub nostri 
signi testimonio et proprie manus subscriptione An : 
dni. 1563. Pontificatus supradicti sanctissimi anno 
quarto. 
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Dauid Wolf presbiter Societatis Jesu coTmissarius 
apoatolicus et c. 

[endorsed] 

a Copie of a comission geuen bye Dauid Wolfe 
Comissarie from the pope^ to Taub Newman prest, 
to absolue all maner of falls from the chirch chefelie 
heresies and scismaticall fautes. 



L. 
Hugh Brady, Bishop elect of Meath^ to Sir William 
CeciL Has arrived in Dublin. His Consecration 
fixed for the 19th of December, 

December 10, 1568, [Orig. Holograph.] 

Bishop Brady's appointment to the See of Meaih appears to have 
been one of the best made at this time. Queen Elizabeth bore tes- 
timony to his worth [See Mant, i. 276] ; and the letter of Sir Henry 
Sidney^ on the state of the Irish Church in 1676, makes mention of 
the care with which he had visited his Diocese. [Mant, i. 298.] 
Bishop Brady dying on the 13th of 'February, 1583, at Dunboyn, 
was there, buried in the parish church. 

My duti of most huble comendations unto you' 
honou% with continuall thanks for you' great goodnes 
towardes me, praing god long to continew you' 
helth and prosperitie to his glori, comfort and stay of 
his poor church, I thought it good, ryght honourable, 
to signifie unto you, that aft' a long and troublesume 
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passage (thanks be to god,) I arryued in Dublin the 3 
of Decemb, wher deliueryng the Quenes Ma** letteres 
and you' honou" to the Lord Lefetenant, he com- 
fortabli and frendeli receued me, whos great wisdome 
myxt with much humanitie, I can not but comend, 
and if I haue not hereaf^ a great comfort and stay of 
him, in my opinion it shalbe my oune default, and I 
require you' honoure, that as I knoue he is good to 
me, for you' honou" sake, so you' honou' may be 
thankfull unto him, wich may together with my 
desertes be an occasion to continue his favorable 
contenance towardes me, for that shalbe no small 
furtherans to my affaires, the daie of my consecra- 
tion is appointed the 19 of this moneth, the charges 
is very great, besides that I tarried at the water side 
19 dais for passag, I assure you' honou' it hath, and 
wil begger me, 9ed quarsu" tuec. I leue to trouble you' 
honou' anny further at this time, purposing hereaft' 
if god pmit it, to writ at large from Donboin, the 
Toune wher I was borne, this 10 of decemb. you' 

bonou'" continuall oratour 

Hughe Bradie. 

To the ryght hdnonrable S^ William 
Cedle Knght Secretori to the 
Quenes Ma^ deliu' this. 

[endorsed]. 

10 mbris 1563. 

M' Brady of 

Ireland. 
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LI. 

Extract from a Paper or Petition written apparently 
by William Pierres, Constable of Carrickfergtis ; 
humbly desiring that it may be her highnesses plea- 
sure to prefer some worthy learned man to the 
Bishoprick of Down. 

[Supposed date 1563.] [Orig.] 

This letter may probably be supposed to fix the period of the decease 
of Eugene Magenis, who had been Bishop of Down and Connor from 
1541 ; was Uving m 1560, but whose death is not recorded. James 
Mac Caghwell, or Maccaviile, received a grant of the Sees, January 
6, 1564-5 ; but, as will appear by several letters hereafter given, was 
never actually consecrated Bishop of Down, although a draft of the 
mandate for his consecration is preserved. He afterwards, viz., in 
1567, was promoted to the Archiepiscopal Seat of Gashel. John Mer- 
riman was consecrated Bishop of Down and Connor in 1568, the See 
having been previously held by Shane O'Neil's brother, by authority 
of the Bishop of Rome. [See LXIX]. 

Itin as in all afFayres of vertue the hono' and S^viee 
of God is chief, and principallie to be contemplate : 
So whear for the guidinge of us all w"thin the 
compas of religis life to the glorye of god and good 
example, wee are determyned to obtaine certein 
learned men as preacho" amongest us / wee yet for 
the better establishm^ and counteniice of the religion 
of the gospell; humblie desyre, yf yt maye be her 
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highnesse pleass' that she will preferre sume wurthie 
learned man to the bisshopryck of Downe w^^in that 
pale, (a goodlye biiefyce), to th^intent that he, beinge 
assisted bye certein Irysh prelates nere adjoyninge, 
whoo are verey zealowslye affected, maye w*** speciall 
severite establish order in the Churche. 



LII. 

Adam Loftus Archbishop of Armagh, and Hugh 
Brady Bishop of Meath, to Sir William Cecil, 
recommending that Mr. Beard, Vicar of Greenwich, 
may be preferred to the Bishoprick ofKildare. 

March 3, 1563-4. [Orig.] 

The Bishoprick of Kildare was just vacant hy the death of Alex- 
ander Craik, and was soon after filled, not by Mr. Beard, but by 
Robert Daly, for whom see LYII. 

Right honorable, our duetie of moost loving comen- 
dacoiis remembred, it may please yow to understand, 
upon Sayncte Stevens dale arryued here M^ Beard 
vicar of Grenewich, who in diligent wise hath sithence 
joyned w*** us in preching of the gospett, to our 
comfort and furtheraunce of o' busynes, and having 
this while the tryatt of his honest conversa&n, with 
a full resolution of his intent to contynewe here still, 

N 
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if he were in anny wise provyded for, we thought it 
good, to become sewters to yo'^ hono% to move the 
Queens maiestie he may be imploid ; for as there is 
greate nede of suche, so wee woulde be right sorry, 
that for lacke of lyvinge, wee shoulde be depriued of 
his heipe; and therefore yf it maye please the 
Queens Ma^ to bestowe upon him the Bishoprick 
of Kildare, with some thinge in Co'mendam, for in 
all, (as we can leame) it is not above one hundreth 
pounds by the yere. And if there be nothing pre- 
sentlie to geve in Comendam, yet rather then for 
lacke he shoulde departe, wee had rather in the 
meane tyme to impart some porcon of o" owne, tyll 
some other augmentacon maye more convenyentlie 
be had; Thus leving anny further to troble yo' 
hono% wee pray god longe to contynewe your helthe 
with increase of godly honor, to the comfort of his 
Churche : ffi'om Dublin the thirde of Marche 1563 . 

Your bono" with their 
contynuall prayer 

Ad Armachan. H. Miden. 

To the right honorable S' William 
Cecile Knight, principaJl Secre- 
torie to the Queens most excel- 
lent Matie 

[endorsed.] 

B of Armagh & Methe for the 
Vicar of Grenewc** 
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LIIL 

Hugh Brady Bishop of Meath, to Sir William Cecil. 
The burden of his office. My Lord Chancellor 
preacheth now and then. The Primate diligently. 
Mr. Beard a great helper in the business. Praise 
of the Lord Lieutenant [the Earl of Sussex] y 
who is not like to live over Midsummer ^day. 

March 14, 1563-4. [Orig. Holograph.] 

Sir Heory Sidney, K. 6., was appointed Lord Deputy of Ireland 
on the resignation of the Earl of Sussex, October 13, 1666. Thomas 
Ratcliffe, Earl of Sussex, survived, however, till 1683. 

My huble dutye with like huble thanks for you'^ 
goodnes, I noue, ryght honorable, by experiens find, 
that wherof phaps I haue doubted, episcopatu" 
pocius esse onus qjS. honor, if I shuld respect quiet- 
nes of life and contentation of mynd, I had rather be 
a stipendary prest in England then B of Meth in 
Irland. O what a sea of troubles haue I entred into, 
stormes rysing on euy side, the ungodli lauious 
{lawyers) ar not onli swome enemies to the truth, 
but also for lake of due execution of lawe, the ou^- 
throuers of the contrye ; the ragged clergye are 
stubborn and ignorantli blind, so as th^r is left litle 
hope of ther amendment ; the simple multitude is, 
N 2 
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thorowe contynuall ignorans, hardli to be wone^ so 
as I find anguatuB undiq ; my Lord Chancelou' 
preacheth noue and then^ primat diligentli^ M*^ Beard 
is a good helper in this busines, for whom I bes^ you' 
honou' provid su" stay of living, the lake of hym 
wolde much discorage us, the great grauitie and 
zelous wisdom of S' Thomas Wroth, and S' Nycolas 
Arnold, shall, and doth, further much godes cause 
here, whos diligens and upryghtnes in the serves thei 
be sent for, shall better appear hereafl' then noue I 
can write of; for my oune diligens I have rather other 
do speak, then my self, and yett this far I dare pre- 
sume, by godes helpe to do as much good as anny 
other could be sent hethere, for a great nubre of the 
simple people, and specalli wher I was borne, are 
gredie herers, and such as I trust wilbe unfaned^* 
wone ; ther is not much done touching S^ Patriks, 
and yeat I fear not the good successe, if it be not 
hinderid thens, wich god defend it suld. The state 
here, I may say to you*^ honou', is both fikle and 
strange, the malefactors increase and ar boldened, 
and the chefe minist" discoraged, and in effect un- 
habled ; let it be loked to betime, for els ther may 
foloue that I wold not se; of the rebellion late 
attempted by the O'mores I nede say nothing, for that 
the Quenes Ma^ is sufficient^ instructed of the hole 
procedings therof, I trust it wilbe sone ended, the 
blustryng wind and darke coudes of the L. leftents 
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^is accusers^ I se it well^ will vanish away without anny 
raing^ and the bright beames of his upryghtnes 
brust out to his honour and glory^ and ther shain ; 
[shame) for, ryght honourable, if I may say what I 
think of that man^ he is so rychli adourned and 
beutified with such singuler giftes of nature, as I 
knoue none coparable to him, and so much the more 
to be made of and cherishid, as his mach is hard to 
be found, and therfor when I se and considre his 
weaknes and debilitie, and the iminent hassard of 
his life, I cannot but fear and so lament the losse 
the prince and his contry shall sustain by his death. 
His Phicician being my contryma" told me, if he 
haue not su present help, he is not like to live ou 
mid somer day, he is in a great consumption, besides 
mani other diseases, and therfor a very unfitt ma 
for this servis ; — if ther were none other cause, help 
him a way therfor spedeli if you will have his life, 
the queues Ma" shall not onli lack so coragious and 
noble a ma for her serves, but also in lackyng of 
him shall haue gruge in her consciens, in not 
sufferyng him to cu wher he myght recou^ helth. 
I am not wery of him here, I assur you' hono% but 
wold joy of his cotinuing so, as helth and credit 
were recouered; without wich both, he can, not 
oneli, not do no good here, but also is in continuall 
hasard of him self and of the state also ; consciens 
and dutie moveth me thus much to sai : — I trust to 
N 3 
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se you' honou' short^', whene I will speak freli of 
things I se here ; in the meane time as I am bound, I 
will pray God he will pour his continuell blessings 
upon you, and prosper you' doings to his honou' and 
the pro&tt of his Church, from Dublin this 14 of 
March. 

You' honou" bounden oratour so long as life do 
last. 

H Miden. 



To the ryght honoarable S' William 
Cecile Knight, prinetpall Secre- 
tory to the queues "i/Ltfi 

[endorsed.] 

April 1564 
B of Methe. 
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LIV. 



Sir Thomas Wroth and Sir Nicholas Arnold^ two of 
the Commissioners for Ecclesiastical CatMes, to 
the Lords of the Privy Council. State Religion. 
Examples of those who offend against the Laws to 
be made. Ecclesiastical Injunctions. Praise of 
^* the two good Bishops of Armagh and Meath." 
'* The rest of the Bishops be all Irish." The altera- 
tion of St. Patricias. 

Dublin, March 16, 1563-4 [Orig.] 

Sir Thomas Wroth was of Durance, in Enfield, Middlesex ; and it 
has been said of him by Fuller, in his Worthies of that county, ** that 
he fled over for his religion into Germany, in the Reign of Queen 
Mary ; and it is observable, that he, who then went away for his 
conscience, hath alone, of all this catalogue, his name remaining in 
this county." Anno 1660. 

Sir Nicholas Arnold was implicated in Wyat's conspiracy, and in 
consequence confined in the Tower of London, from, whence he was 
discharged January 18, 1554-5. 

The Injunctions here alluded to, and to be hereafter set forth 
with authority, appear to have been the germ of what was first 
printed in 1566, under the title of ^ A Brief Declaration of certain 
Principal Articles of Religion,'' &c., commonly called The Book of the 
Articles, for which see Mant's History of the Church of Ireland, vol. 
i.272. 

For the projected alteration of St. Patrick's see LVIII. 

— Concerning religion and the favorers of it, we 
ar sorie to saye what we fynde, blinde ignorance. 
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the leadre to supstition, so set bie, as it is harde to 
pswade willingnes to here the troth soberlie tawght, 
and yet ther aperith in this people feare to offend, 
wherfore they be not to be dispayred, but to be 
hoped of, / ffor thoes we haue to do w^, we fynd con- 
firmable to lawes, and the Judges w^^ others of the 
Lawers readie as they seme to us, to execute the 
Lawes for Religion, and accordinglie haue pmessed 
us, nowe in the sises and sessions to enquire spe- 
ciallie of fawters against thoes Lawes for Religion ; 
yet w*^ this causion, as we thought good that they 
meadle not w^^ the simple multitude nowe at the 
first, but w^^ one or two hosting masse men in 
every shire ; — That it maye be sene that the pon- 
ishment of soch men is ment. 

— ^The Lord Lievetenn't hath willed the Bisshops 
here to agree upon Iniunctions which his Lordship 
will set forth w'** aucthoritie, they will seurlie do 
moch good ; here are two good Bisshops of Armaughe 
and Meath, ther lives be unblaimed and ther dili- 
gence in preaching worthy to be commended, espe- 
ciallie Meath. The Chaunceller is civile and con- 
formable, and will do as he semith, what aucthoritie 
shall commaunde. The rest of the Bisshops as we 
here be all Irishe, we nede say no more ; here is 
also one Berde a preacher, who semith honest and 
preacheth well, and finding this Contrie so far 
backwarde in religion, we somewhat dowghted euen 
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emongst o'^ Companions in Commission, whither the 
offer of the altering of Senct Patricks wolde be so 
accepted as it ought, (for ther be emongst us fewe 
earnest favorers of religion, but the M'^ of the Rolls ' ;) 
we therfore so used the matter emongst them bie 
occasion offirede bie them, that they haue desired us 
to be humble suters to the Q. Ma^'% that the said 
College maye be alteride to the same that her Ma^^ 
hath appointed ; and have entered into devise howe 
the prebenders that will not be conformable maye 
be w^^out wronge, bie Lawe compelled. So as nowe 
her Ma^^® may chewse whither she will do it at there 
humble sute and request, or of her selfe ; and if her 
Msfi^ meanith to pcede upon ther sute, that we may 
have Ires accordinglie. If we had commission bie 
especiall words to visit, it wolde, as well for Christs 
Church, as Seinct Patricks, have furthered vearie 
moch. The tyme till we here bie yo' Lordships, her 
Ma**®» pleasure concerning theis things, we trust 
shall not be moch hinderaunce, as we hope to use it, 
for we wilbe doinge as other things will geve us 
leaue. — 

1 John Parker was Master of the Rolls at this time. 
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LV. 

Hugh Curtvin Archbishop of Dublin and Lord Chan- 
cellor of Ireland^ to Queen Elizabethy desires to be 
disburdened of his offices by reason of his sickness^ 
not age, and to be translated to a Bishoprick in 
England, or to be presented with a pension of equal 
amount with his Archbishoprick. 

April 8, 1564. [Orig.] 

The present and the following letter [LVI.] relate to the resigna- 
tion of the See of Dahlin by Archbishop Curwin, which event, how- 
ever, did not take place till 1567. Bishop Mant has noticed a curious 
fact, on the authority of Strype, in his life of Archbishop Parker, by 
which it would appear that Curwin's character '^ sujffered under some 
heavy moral imputations;" and it is observable in the following 
letters, that the Archbishop *^ fears lest her highness, upon sinister 
information, had conceived some misliking towards him." See Bishop 
Mant's History of the Irish Church, i. 282. 

It maie please yo' most excellent maiestie, wheare, 
information hath be geven to yo'^ maiestie, that by 
reason of my great age I am insufficient, and not 
lyable to serve yo' grace in th^office of Chauncello' 
of this Realm, and to accomplish the mynisterie 
belonging to Th'archbusshopp heare, I acknowelege 
that having served yo' highnes and the Quene yo"^ 
Sister eight yeares and a haulf in Th'office and 
function of Chauncello^ of this Realm, and Arch- 
busshopp of Dublin, by travaylles in the office gotten 
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in my later yeares, sicknes, and not age^ that maketh 
me the lesse hable to continewe my service in theis 
places as my hart desiereth, I am bould humblie to 
besech yo' maiestie to disburden me of theis charges, 
and to bestowe upon me some busshoppricke in 
England at yo' pleas% to spend the rest of my lif in 
the guice of god, and of yo' maiestie, in that vocadii, 
in continuaunce of the good name which I trust 
hitherto I haue had and deserued, wheare I trust 
I shuld recouer better health then I have had in this 
Realm. 

And yf yo' maiestie can not pntlie bestowe upon me 
a busshopprick, than to graunt to me by pencoii, or 
outher spuall promotion, to the yearelie value of my 
busshoppricke heare, of which value this bearer being 
my naturall brother can informe yo' grace, thereby 
to kepe my ould servauntes, which long have taken 
paines w^ me, and continewe some part of th'hospi- 
talitie which hitherto I haue euer kept, sith I had 
ecclesiasticall promotion, untill yt shall please yo' 
highnes to bestowe some souch Busshoppricke upon 
me. 

And yf yo' maiestie meaneth not to bestow such a 
lyving upon me, than I humblie besech youe to 
dispose Th'office of Chauncello' upon such a parson 
as yo"^ maiestie shall thinke meete, and to pmitt me 
to continewe Archbusshopp here, and to geue me 
some pencon or outher lyving in comenda, to suplie 
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the small value of my said archbusshopprick, w^^ was 
well helped by the ffee of th'office of Chauncello'; in 
respect of the true service that 1 have w*out corrup- 
tion don unto yo' maiestie and the Quene yo' Sister 
in thois offices ; that thereby the evell disposed have 
no cause to conceave or report that for my evell 
desertes^ or lacke of due service in them, I was thought 
worthye to lose them ; and especiallie Th'archbus- 
shopprick, the leaving wheareof, and not receaving 
a nother, shall ingender sclaunder against me that 
I was deprived yt. 

Obteigning any of thies my pore suites at yo' maies- 
ties handes, I shall dispose my-sealf to serve god 
and yo' maiestie to the uttermost of my power and 
calling. 

I feare much, lest yo' highnes upon sinister informa* 
tion have conceaved some misliking towardes me and 
my doings, which greveth me more then any worldlie 
matter, and therefore I humblie besech yo' maiestie 
to will my Lord Lievetenaunt or the Commissioners 
to inquier and certifie my doings to yo' maiestie, 
whearin I trust yo' maiestie shall understand my 
dutie, doinge with out corruption, and my travayll in 
furthering all yo' proceadings belonging to my func- 
tion, and so referring my sealf holie, and my cause to 
yo' highnes onlie, alwaies contented to be ordred as 
shall please the same, I shall daylie praie to god to 
send yo' grace a long and prosperous raigne over ue, 
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in good health, with victorie against all yo' enemyes. 
At Dublin the third of Aprill 1564. 

Yo' Grac'is most humble subiect, Daylie orato', 
and pore Chapplen 



H Diblin Cane. 



To the Quenes most excellent nudestie 
his most graciouse Soueraigne Ladie. 

[endorsed]. 
3 April 1664, '' Th'arch B of 
Dublin, Chauncello' of Ireland 
to the Q. Ma^e 



LVI. 

Hugh Cunvin, Archbishop of Dublin, and Lord Chan- 
ceUor of Ireland, to Sir William Cecil, to the same 
effect as the preceding letter to Queen Elizabeth. 

April 8, 1564. [Orig. Holograph.] 

My humble comendacons pmised unto yo^ right 
honorable M'shipp, wheare my especiall good Lord 
the Lord Lievetenaunt of this Realm, hath shewed 
me in the Queues behaulf her maiesties pleas' to be, 
that I shuld be perswaded in respect of myne age to 
sue to be exonerated both of my Archbusshopprick, 
and Th'office of Chauncello% and to take a pencoii of 
Towe hundred poundes ; It maie please yo' hono' to 

o 
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understand I haue more neade of an augmentacdn to 
my pore lyving, then to haue yt diminished ; ffor sith 
I haue serued here in this Reakn, I haue yearelie 
spend the hole revenues of my Archbusshopprick 
and the fee of Chauncello' evere penye, I haue serued 
her highnes and her noble sister in this Realm the 
space of eight yeares and a haulf, and haue don them 
true service I trust, and the same with out any kind 
of corruption, howe so ever I have bene reported; 
and haue stand in the furtheraunce of her maiesties 
proceadings the best of my power, so that they haue 
taken the better successe by my meanes as my sin- 
gular good L the Lord Lievetenaunt knoweth ; and 
touching the geving up of thies towe Romes, although 
I am not of so great age as to be utterlie unhable to 
serve in them, and so gladlie would, being three 
yeares under th'age of threescore ; yet yf her pleass'^ 
so be, I will gladlie geve them up unto her handes. 
In respect whereof my most humble suit to her 
Maiestie shalbe, that in the lue of them yt male 
please the same to geve me such a busshopprick in 
England, as shall stand w* her pleass' ; flFor in leving 
this that I have, and not receaving another, I shall 
runne into the sclaunder that I am put from this, 
and deprived for evell deserving, which I take god to 
record I haue not deserved, but in both thoffices 
rather as I thinke, thankes, then to lose any thinge ; 
and wheare [as I feare,] I haue been untrulie re- 
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portid to her highnes^ most humblie I besech yo'^ 
bono' to move her said highnes, to will my L. Lieve- 
tenaunt or her.highnes' Commissioners to enquire of 
my doings in both the said offices^ and cetifie her 
grace the truth, ffor nothing so much greveth me as 
to thinke y^ her said grace shall have an evell opinion 
in me : yf yt be not her maiesties pleass' to geve me 
a busshopprick in England^ then I most humblie 
besech her maiestie to pmitt me to kepe this still 
that I haue, and in respect of thexilitie thereof [which 
was increased and healped by the fee of Chauncello'^,] 
to geve me some pencon or anuitie in augmentacoii 
thereof; such as her grace shall thinke meate in 
respecte of the pore service I have don ; Unlesse 
it maie please her highnes of her most graciouse 
bountie to geve me a pencon or outher promotion in 
England; of as good yearlie value as my said Arch- 
busshopprick is, outherwise I shalbe constrayned to 
put awaie many of my pore servaundes which be 
englishmen, and haue taken paynes w^ me here all 
the tyme of my being in Irland ; and for that that 
sith the first tyme I had any lyving I have alwaie 
kept pore hospitalitie which I wold be loth to geve 
over in my latter daies; I humblie besech her 
maiestie yf I shalbe put to a pencon, that the same, 
or a parte thereof, maie stand in ecclesiasticall fruictes, 
by reason wheareof I maie continewe pore hospital- 
litie : Thus I am bould to writ my hole mynd unto 
o 2 
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70' hono% offring my sealff in all things to be ordred 
as shalbe her highnes most graciouse pleass' — Most 
humblie besechyng yo' good M'shipp, not to be 
offended with this my rude bouldnes thus trubling 
yo' hono% having nothing deserued toward yowe, but 
being utterlie unacquaynted, and annimated there- 
unto by the comfortable report made by all men of 
yo*^ goodnes in fauorable hering of pore suters^ Be- 
seching the same to preffer this my simple suit with 
my IreS to her maiestie, procuring the knowelege of 
her pleass' therein to this bearer^ which is my naturall 
brother, whom yt maie plese yowe to permyt to 
repayer unto yo' bono' from tyme to tyme, to knowe 
yo' pleass' herein. Thus I humblie take my leaue of 
yo' bono', wishing the same good health, long lif with 
increase of much bono', at Dublin the third of Aprill 
1564. 

yo' dalie orato' alwaies to comaund. 

H Dublin Cane. 

To the right homorahle Sir Wilkn Cicill 
knight^ principall Secretarie [to] the 
Quenes Maiestie. 

[Endorsed.] 
8 april, 1564. 
Chauncellor in Ireland 
to M' Secre. 
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LVII. 

Queen Elizabeth to the Earl of Sussea^y Lord Lieute- 
nant, for Robert Dale, [i>a/yj one of the Preben- 
daries of St. Patrick's, well able to preach in the 
Irish tongue, and commended for his good name and 
life, to be preferred to the vacant See of Kildare. 
April 16, 1564. 

[Orig. draft corrected by Sir W. Cecil.] 

Bishop Daly succeeded Craik as Bishop of Kildare by letters 
patent dated the 2nd of May, 1564, and was consecrated in that 
month. He had received his education at Paris. He sat (says 
Ware) above eighteen years in this See, and was during that period 
three times turned, in a manner almost naked, out of his house, and 
plundered of his goods by the rebels. He died in winter, 1582. 
His knowledge of the Irish language was indeed a good reason for 
his promotion, and one which was too generally lost sight of in the 
selection of new Prelates. 

To therle of Sussex. 
We grete yo^ well, whereas by the death of the late 
B. of Kildare^ both the same cure, and ye deanry of 
S* Patrycks remayneth voyde, & as we understand 
the bisshoppryk is of so small value, as w^out some 
furder help no pson mete therfore can be induced to 
take it, we have ben so well informed by diverse 
good meanes of the habylity for lerning, & other good 
conditions ioyned w*^ age, of one of the ^bendaries 
of S* Patricks called Robert Dale that we have thought 
him very mete, w*^out any sute of his owne, to be 
pferred to that bushoprick, & the rather because 

o 3 
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he 18 well able (as we heare saje) to pche in the 
Irish tnge^ & is well coinended for his good name, 
& mailer of lyving there^ wherfore we require you, & 
if yo' self of yo' owne knowledg shall not pceave him 
to be unmete for y* place, then we wold, & by these 
o' IreS we aucthorise yo™, o' livetenunt & Chancello', 
to peede by such warrants & other comissions as the 
cause shall require, to pferre him to be elected, insti- 
tuted, & installed, as Bushop of Kildare, according 
to the lawes & usages of o' realme in that case requi- 
site : And further also on consideration of the small 
value of that Busshoprick, being as we here saye, not 
worth clere by the yere above L", we wold that he 
should have in comendam w^^ the same, the pbend in 
S* Patricks, & a Vicaredg, w®** he now holdeth in the 
diocese of Dublin \ And these o' IreS shalbe to ether 
of yo* a sufficient warrant for the execution of the 
pmisses or any part therof, and if you shall thynk hym 
for consideratio" not to us know', unmete, than we wold 
have you to stey and to certefy us thereof*. 

[endorsed.] 
16. April 1564. Minute to the 
Erl of Sussex Lieutenant of 
Ireland and to ye Chancello 
there, for Robt Daly to be 
BofKyldare. 

* The Yicarage of Swords. > Erased. 
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LVIII. 



Hugh Curmuy Archbishop of Dublin^ and Lord Chan- 
cellor oflretandy to the Earl of Pembroke. Desires 
his interest to prevent St. Patricias Church from 
being converted into an University^ and for license to 
elect a new Dean there. 

June 21, 1564. [Orig. Holograph.] 

The Earl of Pembroke^ to whom this letter was addressed, was 
William Herbert, the celebrated first Earl of the second creation. 
He died in 1569-70^ being one of the Lords of the Privy Council, to 
whom the settlement of the Reformation was particularly entrusted 
by the Queen. Curwin was not more strenuous in his opposition to 
the scheme so long entertained of converting St. Patrick's Church 
into a University, than was Loftus, who succeeded him ; and, it must 
be allowed, that there were good grounds for their opposition, and 
that, on public considerations ; at the same time, the weakness and 
absurdity of many of the reasons here adduced against the foundation 
of a University at o^, are sufficiently evident. [See Mant, i. 311.] 

After my humble comendaoons^ wheare in my last 
Ires I was a suter to yo' hono' to be good unto 
Sainct Patrickes Church here, which Church yt is 
reported that the Queues Maiestie myndeth to 
alter and to convert the prebendes therof unto a 
UniVsitie, my pore request at this tyme is, to desier 
yo' good L. yf y® here any such thinge toward, to 
healpe to staie the same, and to staie the same 
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Church in the state that nowe yt is in^ the notion of 
the Chaunge cometh of certen greedye psons which 
hathe repaired out of this Reakn to the Courts w^^ 
loke more for theyre owne gaine than any proffett to 
the contrey^ thincking at the disolving therof to haue 
the prebendes to fearme at a lowe pryse^ as diuers of 
them haue made theyre boast here. My ueraie good 
L. in this Realm of Irland a UniVsitie wilbe but of 
smale profytt^ for here be no promotions to bestowe 
upon Clerkes whan they be learned, which is re- 
quisit of necessatie, and an univ'sitie heare weare 
unproffitable, for the Irish enemyes under collo' of 
study would send there ffrendes hither, who would 
learne the secrettes of the contrey, and adutyse 
them thereof, so that the Irish rebells shuld by them 
knowe the pryvitie of the English Pale, whereof 
we are lyke to growe noe smale hurt, and besides 
thies the prebendes be proch Churches, having cure 
of soule, and therefore needfuU to be bestowed upon 
auncient men, and not amongest yong scollers, the 
hole profet of them standeth in Tythes, w*out any 
temporall land, w®^ nowe, come being extreamelie 
deare, be some what worth, but yf the price of corne 
shall fall, they would be of to smale a value to healp 
any nomber of Scollers, moreou the chaung of the 
Church would be a distruction to Th'archbusshopp 
heare, who hath not one benefice w*in the EngUshe 
Pale to bestowe upon learned men", but onlie the 
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Prebendes of Sainct Patrickes which be in nomber 
not past xxiiij^ so that yf they be altred^ he shall not 
be hable to haue one learned man to preach godes 
word in his diocess^ and wheare the Deanry being 
nowe void, and they prohibited to elect them a newe 
Deane according to th'ordinaunce of that Church, 
It male please yo' bono' to be a suter for them to 
her highnes to license them to procead to the ellec- 
tion of a newe Deane, whearein ye shall doe a meri- 
torrouse deade to godward, and bind the pore com- 
panye of that Church, and me and all o' Successors 
to be yo' dailie oraters. Thus being bould to truble 
yo' bono' w* my pore suites I humblie take my leaue, 
comitting yo' good L. to almightie god who longe 
preserve the same in health, with increase of much 
bono'. / at Dublin the xxi*^ of June 1564* . 

Yo' honors to comaund 

H Diblin Cane ; 

To the right honorable and my yeraie 
good L. Therle of Pembrouke gene 
ihiea 

[endorsed.] 
21 Junii 1564. 
The L. Chauncello' of Ireland 
to th'erle of Pembroke. 
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LIX. 

Sir nomas Wroth to Sir William Cecil. Commen- 
dation of the bearer y Hugh Brady y Bishop ofMeath. 
John Usher, a zealous man in Chrisfs reliffion, 
desires to farm the Customs of Dublin. 

July 80, 1564. [Orig. Holograph.] 

John UBher was, I conclude, the same person who was Mayor of 
Dublin in 1571, and father to Sir William Usher the elder, Knight. 
He was the author of a Treatise de Reformatione Hibemise. — See 
Ware's Writers, p. 97. The S. P. O. contains a Letter from Adam 
Loftus, Archbishop of Armagh, dated July 31, 1564, in further re- 
commendation of John Usher. 

S', if I shulde take uppon me to comende this bearer 
the bisshop of Meath, I might som' waye argue his 
neade of my comendation^ and therfore I will onelie 
confirme that hath ben thought of him^ and saye her 
Ma*** was not disseyvid when she chose him, onelie 
this, make ou" him and incorage him, for we Gospel- 
lers be comenlie weake spirited, which youe that be 
pillers must propp upp as youe maie, ffor if youe 
driue God to ' do it, it wilbe done with yo' reprofe, 
and that I trust I shall not see. 
Here is one John Ussher, a zealouse man" in Christs 
religion, an honest man of life, and well reported of 
them that hawe to do w*^ him. He desireth to have 
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the Costome of Dublinge (which is to be letted out 
michelmas next^) in ferme^ or otherwise^ as shalbe 
thought good^ in such sorte as it wilbe let to anye 
other. Suer as it semith, he will serve of Conscience^ 
and that ruled by gods worde ; This Citie had nede 
of such one^ for here is yet catche that catch maye. 
I praye youe better the bisshop w*^ creadit or other- 
wise if youe maye, sendinge him hither shortUe 
agayne, so shall he do moch good here. The good 
here must haue good Creadit of youe ther, ells they 
can doo no good here, and thus I hiiblie take my 
leave ; ffrom Dublinge this 30*^ of Julie* 1564. 

Yor* to comaunde 



To the right honourable S^ Willm 
Cicell Knight Chefe Seacreataire 
to the Queues Ma^^ at the 
Corte. 

[endorsed] 

90 July 1364. S' Tho Wroth to 
my M' by the B of Methe. 

Tho Uss' for y« Custoers shipp of 
Dubly". 



Thomas Wrothe. 
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LX. 

Queen Elizabeth to the Lord Justice and Lord Chan- 
cellor oflrelandy for the preferment of James Mac- 
cavill to the Bishoprick of Down. 

January 6, 1564. [Orig. draft.] 

The following draft was originally written for the purpose of pro- 
moting Christopher Grafney to the Archiepisoopal Seat of Cashel. 
This appointment, however, never took place, although Gafney was 
advanced to the See of Ossory in 1567. 

For James Mae Caghwell, or Maccavill See LI. and LXIX. 

By the Quene. 

Ryght trusty and welbeloved, & trusty and wel- 
beloved^ we grete you well^ and understanding that 
the bushoprick of Downe ^ w4n that ou' Realme of 
Irland is at this pnt destitute of an Incumbent^ we 
haue thought good by these our Ires to name & 
appoyncte thereunto^ our welbeloved in Christy James 
Maccavill ' clerk, as one recomended unto us bothe 
for his lemyng, & other good qualities, mete for that 
rome, wherfore we will & comaunde you, furthw* 
up5n the recepte herof, to precede to the preferment 
of the said James' to the busshoprick aforesaid, 
making furth suche warrants, co'missions, or other 

* ika/rekbi»Aopnke of CcutheU, erased. 

' Chnttopher Chiftney, erased. > Christopher, erased. 
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writings, as in this case shalbe requisite for the elec- 
tion, consecration, & full inuesting of the said James ^ 
in the bisshoprike ^dbrsaid, w^ the spuatties & tempo- 
ralities of the same, according to the lawes & usages 
of that our realme. and these our IreS shalbe suffi- 
cient warrant, aswell unto you o' Justice, as to 
you our chauncello', & all other our ministers 
there, for any thing that you shall do tuching 
thaccomplisshment of our pleasure in this behalf,/ 
yeuen &° 

[endorsed.] 

6 Januarii 1564 M. to the 
Lord lustice of Ireland & 
Lord Chauncello', for the 
pferment of James Mac- 
cavill ' to the busshoprick 
of Downe. 

* Christopher, enaedL 

2 Chrigtopher Oaftney to Tharohbiaahopricke ofCcukdl, erased. 
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LXI. 

Queen Elizabeth to the Lord Justice and Lord Chan- 
cellor of Ireland. Adam LoftuSy Archbishop of 
Armaghj to Jiave in commendam the Deanery of 
St. Patricias. 

January 6^ 1564-5. [Original draft.] 

The letter of which the following is the draft, is printed from the 
Patent Rolls, in Mason's History of the Collegiate and Cathedral 
Church of St. Patrick's, page 166. 

The real reason for Loftns' presentation to the Deanery of St. 
Patrick's is hinted at in the Archbishop's letter to the Earl of Lei- 
cester. (See LXVII.) It appears he held it, under a bond of £1000, 
to resign it whensoeyer the Queen should convert that Collegiate 
Church into a University, or ** House of Learning ;" — the very plan, 
however, which Loftus, after his resignation of the Deanery, was the 
principal instrument of preventing. 

R h. By y« Quene. 

lyke as we hard hertofor good report of y*^ Arch- 
bishopp of Armacha" for his lernig and other good 
quallities mete for y^ vocatio'^ so haue we now by 
good experience perceaued hym to be very well 
endued w^ singular good gifls^ mete for y^ place and 
dignite which he holdeth in the Chirch, In so 
much as we thynk hym worthy not oly to have by 
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our aucthorite maytenace for y® administration of the 
office which he hath in y* realm, but also such favor 
as fro tyme to tyme we may shew hym for his avace- 
met to some better p'ferment in the chirch ; and be- 
cause presently we haue no place ether in this realme^ 
or in y*, wherto to call hym^ mete for his p'fermet, 
as we have an amest int'^tio', and y* the Archbissh- 
opprick which he hath^ is a place of a great chardg^ 
and in name aad title oly to be estemed^ w^out any 
worldly e'dowme't of any momet comig towards 
hym, we haue for y* present detmyned that for some 
ayde to the chargs of his lyving, he shall have by 
waye of a Comeda y* deanry of o' Colledg named S* 
Patricks, untill we shall othorwise provyde for hym, 
and therfor we will that you, our Justice, and all y* 
rest of our ministers there to whom it shall belog, 
shall furthw*^ precede to procure that the sayd Arch- 
bisshopp may ^ be admitted to the said deanry, and 
enioye the same, w* all maner of comodities, preemi- 
nenc's, & other duties & rights to the same be- 
longing, in as large & ample maner as any deane 
there heretofore hath had, or ought to have, & 
enjoye as deane of S^ Patricks, untill, (as before is 
said) we shall provide some advancement otherwise 
for the said archebisshop ; / and for suche writings or 
doings as by you ar requisite to be made or don 

^ As far as this in the autograph of Sir William Cecil. 

p 2 
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for the full admission of the said Archebusshop to the 
deanery aforsaid^ in sorte before by us expressed, 
these our Ires shalbe unto you, & euery of you to 
whom respectively it shall appteyn, warraunt suffi- 
cient in this behalf, yeven under our signet &® 

[endorsed.] 
6. Januarii 1564. M. to the Lord 
Justice of Irland Channcellor &<^ 
for the Archebusshop of Armachan 
to have in comenda" the deanery 
of S* Patricks. 



LXII. 



Hugh Brady y Bishop of Meathy to Sir William Cecil. 
Mastership of the Rolls. Suit of Walter Hopp. 
The alteration of St. Patrick's Church into a Uni- 
versity very necessary y and much recommended. 

Januaray 10, 1564-5 [Orig. Holograph.] 

Cecil's opinion as to the plan for the alteration of S. Patrick's, so 
often alluded to in the correspondence of the time, appears in the 
following extract from a letter of his to Sir N. Arnold, ult. Feb. 
1564-5 : '* I am sorry to heare no good done in the survey of S*. 
Patricks, how it might serve for the comonweale, w^h qqw serveth 
for lurking papists." 

My huble duti to you' honou' p'mised, wher it is 
thought that S' Henrie Draicot, nowe remembrescer 



Digitized 



by Google 



ORIGINAL LETTERS. 161 

of the exchequere here, shalbe preferred to the roUes, 
and the same office to be bestowed upon one or other 
fitt person, I thought good to move you for one 
Geofraie Pichebeke, now here with me in Irland, who 
as he maried my wifes doughter, so was content with 
her to travaille this farre at the request of his wife, 
but both for the comfort of my wife in this strange 
place ; he is in my opinion a fitte mS for the office, 
and he oneli dependith upon you' honou% and hopeth 
by you to be p'ferred : all he can do for you is to 
prai, wherof he is nothing forgettfuU ; y* Draicott him 
self is very willyng he shuld have it, and promiseth 
he will from time to time help to make him perfect 
in such things as are to be done, yo^ shall do for 
a poor ma~, but yeatt a thankfull and honest, I will 
sai no more, I commend him to you' wisdom, oneli 
next god he trusteth of you j the berrer hereof Wal- 
ter Hopp, a marchant of Dublin, requested me to 
comend his sute unto you' honou', he thinketh I mai 
do soething with you, and I wish he be not deceaved 
in his opinion, and I trust he is not ; to be knouen 
here that I haue you' fawourable contenans is no 
small furtberans to the busines I haue in hand, and 
therfor good pollicie in her Ma*'« serves, I be knoven 
to haue both fawoure and credit ; so farr will I seke 
it, as to adwanse godes glori, and do her Ma*y serves, 
wich to do, when I slake, I prai god to take credit 
and life both from me ; I knoue not the maiis sute, 

p 3 
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oneli I desire he mai knove he fareth the bettre at 
you* hand for my sake ; I am uery bold, but you' 
goodnes hath made me so bold ; it is said here for 
certain, my L. of Sussex cumith with spede, and 
althoug to mani he be scant welciT; yeatt to myself 
he is most derest welciT, as one whom I honor, and 
reverens, oneli I sai I marvell what he meaneth, if 
he cu" ; as touching saint Patrikes that ther is nothing 
done I marvell, the thing so necessari, so much 
wished for here, so well liked of ther, the promes of 
so noble a prince to performe it, and yeat nothing 
done ; I can sai nothing, but I knoue the devell doth 
envye so godli an act ; therbe a sort of dume [dumn] 
dogges mainteined, of the lining enemies to the truth, 
and all setters furth therof, nether teaching nor fed- 
ing saue themselues ; I speak generalli of them from 
bushop to pitie Chanon, none but disguised dis- 
semblers, thei sai them selues thei be old botteles, 
and can not a wai with this neue wine; for godes 
love, lett ther be neue gotten, that mai awai with 
it. The tendre yought of this land placed in ther 
roume, and brought upe in leming, will make this 
land to florish, happi and twies happi shall the 
bringers hereof to passe be, ther names shalbe re- 
gistred in the boke of pptuall memori; and as I 
said, I am glad that here Ma^ was not preuented of 
anny of her noble predesessors, but that she mai 
pfurm so noble an act ; I haue forgotten myself to 



Digitized 



by Google 



ORIGINAL LETTERS. 163 

trouble you so long, I praie god blesse you, and 
make you an instruma" to further this comon como- 
ditie for this pore land; you' oune with praire as 
long as life lasteth. 



H. Miden. 



To the ryght honourable 
S' Willm Cecile knight 
principall secretori to 
the Queues Ma*^ deliu 
this. 

[endorsed] 

10 January 1564. 

B of Meth to my M' 
for Greflfry Pinchbeck. 



LXIII. 



The Answers ofRtchard Creagh to the Interrogations 
of Sir William Cecil, as to his going to Rome, and 
as to the English or Irish svijects who were ac* 
quainted with his movements, 

February 22, 1564-5. [Orig. Holograph.] 

Richard Creagh, the subject of the present and two following 
papers, was the son of a merchant of Limerick* He received his 
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education at Loavain, where he became eminent for learning, and 
entered into priest's orders. We have here his own accomit of his 
journey to Rome, and of his being inyested with the titular Arch- 
bishoprick of Armagh, for which he was now undergoing imprison- 
ment in the Tower of London. The original questions, to which the 
answers are in the autograph of Creagh, exist in the handwriting of 
Sir William Cecil 

Creagh*s imprisonment at this period did not exceed five weeks ; 
but in 1667 he was again brought to the Tower, and died there in the 
year 1585. For a catalogue of his works, see Ware's Writers of 
Ireland, p. 97* 

To the questioneSy what Lords of Irland and houe 
many wer previe to your goyng out of Irlad towarde 
Rome, and houe many Englishme wer preuie ther- 
to? 

I answher tryuely that as I neuer went aboute to 
hide my goyng away, so in likewise I neuer, nother 
by my self nother by anny other, by worde, writting, 
or other wyse, made anny Lorde that is, or was lyvyng 
under son prevye of my goyng to Rome, nother also 
anny Englishman that I remembr : for goyng away 
I intended, if God would, for to enter unto such 
religion as I should there in Rome sye best, or moste 
agryable to my weke complexion, but as I was 
comanded by obedience to take my way to Rome, 
so byeng there ready for to entre to y* Religion of 
the Teatines, [Theatines] otherwyse called PauUns, 
duelyng at Montecavalo, I was comand by the Car- 
dinal, other payn of lobedience, to chang nothyng 
abouth my self tell I should know further of y*^ Pops 
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wyll, which wyll by the sayd Cardinal was afther- 
warde declared unto me, and onder payn of coursyng 
if I should be inobedient, & so was send w^ the 
same will unto Ireland. 

To the queS 
Houe many wer acquayted w' you in Room being 
English or Irish and by whom were you ther suc- 
cored ? 

I answher that I saue and spake som tymes wt 
diverse English and Irishmen, as M' Sekwhil' , the 
Erie of Derbyes son, the M' of the ElngUsh hospital 
called there the bushop of Saint Asse' & others 
duelyng in the sayd hospital, one also of my Lorde 
of Lesheters * men, called Edmond an Irishman, for 
lak of costs was at my pour tabl and house, duelyng 
y^ space two mouethes or ther abouth ; of Irishmen 
also I was acquayted with Muiryrtagh & Donougfa 

^ Mr, SehehU, L e, Thomas Sackyill, afterwards Lord Backhorst 
and Earl of Dorset, detained for a time a prisoner in Rome. 

* St. Asse, i. tf. St. Asaph, Thomas Goldwell, bom at Sheet-Chart, 
in Kent, scholar of All Souls about 1620, M. A. in 1631, B.D. in 1533. 
By Qneen Mary he was made Bishop of St. Asaph. He was de- 
prived mider Elizabeth, ** and going abroad, made his appearance in 
the Conncil of Trent in the year 1562. The remainder of his life 
was for the most part spent in Rome ; having an apartment in the 
English hospital, which a few years after was converted into a col- 
lege, or seminary of missioners." He died about 1682. — Dod's Church 
History, i. 607. Wood's Athenao. 

* Leicester's. 
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Obrien scholeres, Diermvid o Mady^ Knogbour og, 
on Mvires^ & other scholers whose names I re- 
membr not, also a fryer of Saint Austins, and a priste 
from O'neils cotrey, which byeng send thedr' for to 
pcure the bishoprik of Doune and Coner for ONeils 
brother, as also Juspatronatus of som benefices for 
Oneil, would not be so acquayted w* me as other 
Irishmen were. Also one Robard & an other called 
Diego seruyng men or soudyers, which, becaus I 
haue cast them away from all acquitance for dis- 
pleasure (of y* which, as I hard saye, they were 
ptetakers) made to M' Sekwhil, were aboute ailher- 
warde to doe me hourt, yea also to accuse me of 
heresye for favor shouen to Englishmen, and chiefly 
the sayd Robard, as I thynk y« aforemencioned 
Edmond knowes, I meane th' Erie of Lesheter's 
man. 

At the tyme that I haue ben in Room I was succored 
by the Pope both in methe, drynk, and house rentts, 
becaus I was send theder by obedience toward his 
mesangers comadament, which for to obey I was 
bounde by myne oth, made whan I was receaued to 
studient in the comoune schoules of Lovayn. 

To y* question 
In your retourn by Lovayn houe many English, Irish, 
or others did you make preuie to y® cause of your 
retourne into Irland ? 
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The Truth is, that I know none English or Irishman 
that was so preuie, excepte an Englishman of the 
lesuites that dueled in the uniuersitee of Dilingua * 
not fear from Augusta in Germany, & two fryers of 
S. Franceis (on Eonglish and th^ other an Irishma) in 
the covent of Antwerpia, w^ an other lesuite an Eng- 
lishman that I metth in Antwerp, as also Doctour 
Clement (a physician) ther duelyg, and som yog 
Irish scholers hard in Lovayn by others (pabs that 
came from Rome) that I was appointed to be Arch- 
bushop of Ardmacha', other men by the way knew 
or harde more abouth me, as the Cardinal of Augusta 
(who did hold me the space of a senyght to be 
refreased & to recouer my helth of the ague that 
I caught by the way) diuerse of the lesuites in son- 
dry places, and the Doctoures of Lovayn, whom 
I called to dener (dinner ?) ons, because of myne 
acquetance before with them. 

To y® question 
Houe many in England or Wales knew you at your 
retourne to Irland ? 

It is so that to neuer a body in that way I willed my 
self to be knowen, yea nother of y* scholer that 
I touke for my man at Rochester, alltogh my letters 
wer syen outhwardely by two povre men & a povre 
womg, which knew not ther meanyng, but whan 

* Dilingua, i, e. Dillengen, near Augsburgh. 
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I was asked som tymes what I was^ I told that 
I have spend a pyce of my tyme with marchandise, 
which was tryue. 

To y* questions 
To whom was your intent to reaorte at your landyng 
in Irland^ and whose frendshipp me' you to have 
used in Irland ? 

As I was send by obedience from Irland^ & so also 
to Irland send back w^ loss both of my frends^ kins- 
fTolk; and all comodities that I had among them, and 
send for to duel and seme among barbarous, wilde, & 
uncivil folkes, hawyng no body before me ther that 
ever before tyme I was acquayted with, (save onely 
that I saue som of y* prelatts of Ardmacha" in y« 
English pale at Queue Maryes tyme,) so the pope 
toght convenient to send som kynde of letter with 
me to Shane ONeil, with the letter also for a pension 
to be gyuen to his brother on y* bishoprik that the 
priste abovesayd required in Rome for y* sayd bro- 
ther, which priste fayned to com at ones w^ me to 
Irland, but taryed nevertheles there, for a direght 
answher, I saye tryuely that I intended onely to go 
streght to y® place that was by obedience appoynted 
toe, knowyng not whether Shane Oneil should repute 
me for his foe, or for his frend, fyrst becaus that his 
mesangers both in Irland (as I hard saye) of the 
pops mesanger, wer desyring letters of comendations 



Digitized 



by Google 



ORIGINAL LETTERS. 169 

to Rome for to haue that Archbusboprik of Ard- 
magha''^ for (I think) the Dene that is ther^ which 
(I wen) is of his fostred brethren ; and also in Rome 
& Trent were ^suasions co'cernyng y* same^ made to 
y* Cardinal Moronus * (overseyer of such matiers) and 
to others^ and therfor were much displeased of my 
sendyng to Rome. Secoundely, becaus that the me- 
sangers haue iudged that I haue made not my deuoir 
in Rome in procuryng the bushoprik of Dune and 
Coner for Shans brother^ a yong man unlearned, not 
passyng 28 year old. If Shane or anny other 
should gyue som help for erection of som schoules 
wherein yought should be broght upp in som good 
maners and begynyngs of leamyg, I should wysh it ; 
thynking eamestely that long agou they should for- 
sake theyr barbarous wildnes, crueltie, and ferocitie, 
if thayr yought were broght upp covenientely in 
knowleg" of they dutie toward God and theyr princes ; 
as for erection of anny universitie, I am not so ignorant 
but that I know it can not be don w"*out y* ayde & 
authoritie of the Quens maiestie ; for other frenship 
or co'uersation w* them I intended doubtles to shun 
it, while they should lyue that ar broght up in such 

1 Giovamii Morone, of Milan, born 1609> Bp. of Modena in 1629, 
Cardinal in 1542, afterwards Bp. of Novarra, and finally Cardinal 
Bishop of Ostia. He was Papal Legate at the Council of Trent. 
Ob. at Rome, 1580. 
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all kynds of iniquities^ mordoures^ adoultrys^ drokens^ 
robyng^ stellyng^ forswhering, & otherlyke, with- 
out annj punishment to be spoken of. — 
Now be it death or lyfe, prison or frydom, or anny 
other thyng^ the truth is that I haue answhered^ and 
all-togh^ I lost my parte of a shipp (estimed to be 
worte ix thousand duketts) by the frence galees in y® 
warr at o' Souerayn Lorde kyng Haryes tyme, & also 
by the sarcher of Dover were taken xxxii*^ from my 
brother^ comyng w* them to Lovayn^ for my help 
ther byeng at schoule^ at outelands mens costs^ 
neuertheleSy my poore pouere from my yought 
hitherto, was (as I toght) alwayes spent for to serve 
the croune of England, as of nature and dutie I was 
bounde, knowyng & also declaryng in diuerse places 
the joyfuU lyfe that Irishmen have under England, 
(nothing so pluked of y**' good, as by sondry wayes 
other princes^is sugettes ar oppressed in other con- 
treys) if they were gode and tryue in them selfes. 
for a coclusion, as much sorow as I had for byeng 
oppressed or charged with such bourden that I was 
comaded to com with to Irland, so much pabs joy 
I haue to be discharged therof ; houebeit, if I should 
dye to day, and that of my death Vlstermen should 
know to-morow, the Archbushoprik of Ardmagha, 
and such other should be pcured from Rome, (as 
I thynk, and as hitherto it was wont to be,) for 
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som other of that co'trey, to whom God gyve grace 
to be tryue to his natural Quene and croune of 
England, whom the Lorde God mayntayn now and 
eveir. 



LXIV. 



Examination of Richard Creagh^ prisoner in the Tower 
of London, taken by Richard Ouakyy Recorder of 
London, and Thomas Wilson, Master of St. Katha- 
rine^ s Hospital. 

March 17, 1564-5. [Orig.] 

17 Martii 1564. an examinacoii taken of Richarde 
Creagh Iresheman, and Prysoii' in the Tower, by 
Richarde Ousley Record' of London^ and Thomas 
Wilson M' of Saynt Katherins. 
Beeing asked dyv^se questions & first touching hym, 
whome he calleth the Popes Nuncio, doth answer as 
foloweth, that the said Nuncio came from Rome 
aboute fower yeres syns August last past, and hath 
made his co'tinual abode al the said tyme in Ire- 
lande, called by name David Wolfe, borne in Lyme- 
ricke, where this examinate also was borne. And 
farther he sayth that the said David Wolfe hath been 
aboute seven yeres abiding in Rome, and was a 
Jesuite there professed, and sent frome the Pope by 
obedience into Irelande by comission, to see what 
Q 2 
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Bisshoppes did their dewties there, & what sees ware 
voyde, and touching hyselfe he sayth, that he hath 
been most comonlie heretofore in the Bisshoppricke 
of Lymerike and there tought children, Th*occa- 
sion of his acquaintance w* the Nu'cio was, that the 
Nuncio harde of this examinate that he was learned, 
and so required hym to goe to Rome, to tak upon 
h^ the Arche Bisshopperike of Casshal, and after- 
wardes the Arche bisshopperike of Armagh, beeing 
voyde before his departure, he charged hym upon 
his obedience to goe to Rome, for th'archebisshoprike 
of Armagh or Casshal, the w®^ he culde not refuse to 
be, because y* when he proceded Bachelaue of Divi- 
nitie in Lovayne, he sware obediece to the Pope, and 
y'fore durst not disobeye his Nuncio. Beeing asked 
what instruc'ons he had by the Nu'cio at his gyg to 
Rome, he sayde, the Nu'cio wrate in his favo' to 
Cardinal Morone the w**** letter he did reade, but 
doth not wel remeber the contents therof, but he wel 
reihebreth that he sayde he woulde not willinglie 
take the Archebisshopperike of Armagh upon hjrm, 
but rather y* he shoulde heare of hym, to be one of 
the Religion. And at his cumy'ge to Rome, he 
delyu'de his letters to the Superiors of the Jesuites, 
my^dyg to enter into Religio", but he was conianded 
shortelie after, by Cardinal Gtoazago ', that had the 

1 Francesco Gonzaga, Cardinal Archbishop of Cosentino, afterwards 
of Mautua. Ob. 1666. 
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place of Cardinal Morone^ whe" he w5t to the Cown- 
sel at Trent, that he shoulde not enter into the 
religion, tyl he knew the popes pleasure ; Beeing 
demaded what monye he had at his goyng out of 
Irelande, he saythe that the Nu'cio gave hy 40 
crownes, the Bysshoppe of Lymericke' 12 markes, 
the w^^® 12 markes he had as an exhibiofi for his 
fyndy^g there, and 20 crownes he had of his own, 
and more he had not, by credite or otherwise. 
Beeing asked where the Nuncio doth commenlie 
keepe in Irelande, he sayth that he doth secretlie 
cume to Lymericke and hath been this last Sumer 
in Tyrone, w* Shane Onele, as he harde, and the 
letters that he receaued ware delyuered unto hy in 
Ly'mericke, in the presence of a Freest called S' 
Thomas Molam. 

He went out of Irelande in August twoe yeres past, 
and came to Rome in Januarie, and in ffebruarie next 
he was comanded not to enter into the Religion, and 
aftarwardes charged upo the Popes curse, not to 
refuse th'archbisshopperike of Armagh, and abowte 
Easter twelve moneths after, he was cosecrated by 
Lomelinus' and an other Bisshoppe in the Popes 
chapel, and so came frome Rome in Julie last past. 

* Hugh Lacy. 

' Benedetto LomellJno of Genoa^born ISlTy Clerk of the Apoetolic 
Chamber^ Bishop succesaively of Anaguiy Vintimiglia, Luni, and 
Sarzana, and afterwards CardinaL Died in 1679. 

Q 3 
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In al w*^ tyme of his abode at Rome, the pope did 
bare his charges, after he had wamyg not to enter 
into Religion, and had daile meate, dry'^ke, and wyne 
for hyself and his guande at the Popes cost, payg for 
his howse rowme sixe crownes by the monthe, hav'yg 
had at dyu'se tymes frome the Pope to the nu1)er of 
700 crownes, of the w*'^ suTme he had at his goy'g 
out of Rome geauen unto h^ by the Pope 800 
crownes, and one 100 crones for the Nu do. he 
had apparel of three sortes, of blew and unwatred 
chamlet, and ware the same in Rome, having foure 
or fyue guandes wayting there upon hym, and at 
cu^my'g out of Rome, he had the Popes blessy^g, and 
Cardinal Moronus toulde h^, that he was enformed, 
the Queue woulde toume shortelie to the Catholike 
faythe; he came frome Rome on horsebacke, w^ a 
Priest and one mt, the w^^ gua^de beeing a Scholer 
was of Volster, and went thorowe w* hy, but the 
Preest returned shortelie to Rome, At Augusta he 
tack an other guande, where he was wel entreated of 
the Cardinal of Augusta for a seuen nyght space, at 
his cu'my g to Anwarpe he spake w^ D. Cleme^t^ and 
toulde hy that he was compelled to receave th*arche- 

* John Clement, educated at Oxford, Tutor to the children of Sir 
Thomas More ; in the reign of Edward VI., he being then one of 
the College of Physicians at London, he left his natire conntry for 
religion's sake ; returned in the time of Queen Mary, but finally 
leaving England after the accession of Elizabeth, he retired to 
Mechlin, where he died, July 1, 1572. 
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bisshoppricke of Armagh, but what D. Clemet sayde 
to hy agayne he doth not wel remember, firome 
Anwarpe, he went (to) Lovayne, and there sent for 
the Doctors of Lovayne and made them a Banket, 
sy ttinge w^ them in his Archebisshopperickes apparel 
of blew chamlet, the w*^* Apparel he did not weare in 
any other place, syns he came frome Rome, he came 
to Dover by a strarie wynde, in a shippe of Irelande, 
that shoulde haue gone streight to Irelande, and so 
beeing arryved in Englande, he were unknowen, and 
at Rochester he founde an Irishe boyebeggyg, whome 
he tacke w^ hy to London, and there lodged at the 
Three Cuppes in Brode streete in October last, where 
he taried not past three dales, and at his beeing in 
London, he went to Powles churche, and there 
walked, but had no talke w^ any man, and so to 
Westm church, to see the monumets there, and 
frome thense he came to Westm haul, the same tyme 
that he harde saie, Bonner was arrayned, but he did 
not see hy", neyther can he tel what he was that 
toulde hym so. Beeing asked what he woulde haue 
doone, if he had been receaued Archebisshoppe of 
Armagh, say the, he woulde haue lyued there quyet- 
lie : Beeing asked what he woulde haue done, if he 
had been refused, he answereth, that he woulde haue 
gone to Lovayne to his tracke agayne, as beeing dis* 
charged of his obediece, whereunto he taketh h^selfe 
to be bownde in co' science. 
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Also he sayth that Goldewel and he dyned and 
talked toguether dyu se tymes^ and at one tyme this 
examinate harde that a firenchema of the popes 
Palace shoulde reaporte^ that the firenchmen had 
entred and invaded Englande, the w^^® talke Golde- 
wel dowted to be trew, and thereapon they sent to 
the Palace to enquire the certeyntie, and then after^ 
the frenshe ma denyed it5 and so they fownde it 
untreu. 

[endorsed.] 
17 Martii 1564. 
Rich Creaghes ex in the tower. 
hy W Recorder & M' Wilson. 



LXV. 

7%e Easplanation of Richard Creaghy prisoner in the 
Tower ofLondon, as to some points in the preceding 
Examination. 

March 23, 1564-5. [Orig. Holograph.] 

Wheare as I was asketh, wheter the Religious man 
or mesanger haue send anny letter w^ me for to re- 
ceaue anny money in anny place, I was not remem- 
bered, that he haue send a letter to the Rectour of 
the coUedg of his Religion in Paris, that if [I] should 
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goe y* way I should receave 80 crownes send thether 
irom the pope to be send to y* sayd mesanger to 
Ireland; but I passed not by Paris, and yet I re- 
ceaued y® said 80 at Rome, for y'* were y« 80 that 
I sayd I haue receaued from y® pope w* y* 20 and 
100 crownes duryng my byeng there. Also wher 
I answhered that if [I] should not be receaued by 
the chapter of Ardamagha, I should goe to duel at 
Lovayn, I was not than remembred that I haue 
asked lyve of y® pope (whan I was co'mSded under 
payn of cursyng to take y* Archbushoprike,) for to 
enter to Religion whan I should thynk it gode, which 
lyue it is like he should grant in case I were not 
receaued ther, and to Religion in Lovayn or other 
place [I] should enter hauyng that lyve. Also where 
I sayd that y^ Cardinal did name that mesa'ger in his 
Ir send to Ireland (pater reverede,) my remembrance 
fayled, for y* Ir was written in Italian thong, and the 
wordes that I meaned was (nosa reuontia,) in Italian 
wer Mrritten also y« letteres that y sayd mesanger 
have w^ me to his superiours and to y® Cardinal, 
wherfore I could not then understand them, but as 
he did declare them to me wheter I did declare them 
wholye or not, The sayd mesangers priste Thomas 
Motham whom I sayd that he was present, whan the 
sayd mesanger did co'mad me in all aucthoritee that 
he could (that were his wordes as I remeb) for to 
goe to Rome, I am not sure whether he hard y® sayd 
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mesanger so speakyng^ but as I thynk he was at 
least abouthe, or nye in y* place before and afther me, 
he have send diuers w* his letteres also, as on Wil- 
liam an Moiryrtagh or Morgan, Brien Tayg Richi- 
blican or Kiblican, also Domigha fr Rikard, Croeun 
Diermvid Mady, Richard Ardur (or so) Moris Derby, 
(of y* which som wer hansomly learned; also beyound 
seas, whose names I did not so rem^br byeng asked 
befor of y" right honorabl M' Secretary Cicell ;) with 
many others of diuers partes of Ireland ; of y® which 
aforenamed thrye or foure had of y* pope exhebition 
for y«*°self and theyr servates, (as also y" thry bushopes 
that were at the Co"ceyl of Trent,) as I had, excepte. 
that besyde the two servates that I had at the pops 
expense, I had also for y® space of abouth ij or iij 
monthes som tyme ij, & somtyme iij, poore scholers 
byeng co'tent onely w* som meatt & dryk. What 
I haue learned at y« Emperour Charles and other 
gode mens charges and costs, I have bestoued it to 
my pour pouer, for y« profit & wealth of the Quens 
Maiestees sugetts old and yong, and thanks be now 
unto almightie God and to her gracious highnes for 
my reuarde, byeng hier in such pouertie (beside diuers 
my pour bodys seknes) that I can nother day nother 
nyght change apparel, hauy"g nother of my self, nother 
of anny body one peny to cans the broken sherth 
that is on my bak to be ones washed, whos income- 
ditee honestie will not haue it declared, besyde the 
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miserie of cold^ & such others without goune or cove- 
nient hose. If it were [her ?] gracious and merciful! 
pleasur for to suffer me to go teach yought in y® 
artes & som boukes of maners, I should doe it for 
noght^ as hitherto I have don, neuer askyng or re- 
ceavyng a peny of the church or Ecclesiastical bene- 
fice duryng my lyfe, which I pray, (for the good 
Lordes sake) that som mercifull harth mouve or 
speak unto her mercifull Maiestee^ whom y® al- 
myghtie Lorde preserue now and ever. 

[endorsed.] 

23 Martii 1564. 

Creaghs 2 confessiun. 

[In CeciFs hand.] 
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LXVI. 

Hugh Brady, Bishop of Meath, to Sir William Cecily 
laments that the Deanery of St. Patricias is bestowed 
on the Lord Primate. 

April 8, 1565. [Orig. Holograph.] 

In 1567 Archbishop Loftus was translated from Armagh to Dub- 
lin by letters patent dated the 8th of August, having, in obedience to 
the Queen's letter dated the 10th of June preceding, resigned the 
deanery of St. Patrick's, which he held about two years and a half. 
The present letter is interesting as a specimen of the style probably 
adopted in preaching, as well as in writing, of one of the most 
enlightened of the Irish Prelates of the day. 

That I shuld envy (ryght honorable) anny benefitte 
my lord primat my workefelowe hath^ farre be it 
from me^ as he was poor so by su~ good meane he 
was to be releved^ but alas to contynue not oneli the 
pov'^tie and mysery of an infinit nubre, wich from 
time to time myght haue bene releved, but also the 
generall ignorans and barbarous wilfullnes of a hole 
realm^ to releve one ma^ if I durst sai it, as I thinke, 
it was but evell husbandri. — When I first herd my 
1. primate was deane of Saint Patriks, I wold haue 
laid my best goune it was not so, for said I, if he 
myght, he wold not, and if he wold, I thought he 
could not, but when I knewe it was so indede, lord, 
houe my combe was cutt, the"" bega"" I thus with 
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my self^ is the solemne promes of so noble a prince^ 
made in the presens of so noble personages^ euT to 
this ? is the generall assenting and well liking of the 
hole counsail eu~ to this? or is the faithfull promes 
and reioising the thing was kepte by his oune meane 
to so good a purpose of M' secretory ciT to this ? is 
the carefull travaile and painefull studie to th'ad- 
wansing of godes glory of S' Thomas Wroth cu" to 
this ? finalli^ is the generall thankes gyuyng of Eng- 
lish and Irish^ Jong and old^ rich and pore, cu~ to 
this ? O unfortunate realme, unworthi of so great a 
blessing ! O Sathan, old enemy to all godli proced- 
ing, houe hast thoue prevailed in stoping a worke so 
necessary for this poore cutry, so famous for the 
prince, so honourable for her counsaillors memory, 
the one and the other could neu by time be forgotten, 
nor age waire out of memory ; thus (ryght honorable) 
when I had awhile with su' passion of mynd passed 
over and digested as I could thes so soden neues 
onlokede for, I beganne at length to bridle and bring 
undre my oune rash and unskilful judgment, and to 
refur al to godes will and you' godli wisdoms, whom 
I knoue in his feare carefuUi to seke his glory and 
the profitt of this wrechett Cutry ; saing with all to 
my self, as I chefeli trusted y' secretory in this 
mattre, so wil I be bold what so eu cu" of it, to ryng 
one peale about his eares ; wich thing, right honour- 
able, as I do thus boldli, so 1 hubli crave pardon, and 

R 
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as in sir anguish of mynd 1 writ, so- 1 desire su'thing 
to be satisfied ; you will say phaps as my L. su~ way 
was to be holpen, so none other way than this he 
could; I say^ fearyng the like matter^ befor my 
ciTmyng ther, I tolde him, as he can witnes, two 
maners wais, houe by ether he myght as he wol be 
spede, wherunto he then consented, promysing with 
all neu" to attempt this ; wich breach of promes, 
thoughe it offend me, no amarvel ; and if the deanry 
were indede to be bestowed but on one ma"*, who 
advisedli considered, and as well as I, kneue the lake 
is here, not oneli of such as shuld further godes 
cause, but also gyve sound and wise oounsail to the 
wel orderyng of the state here, wold ratiier adde one 
to ou' nubre, then by casting two roumes upon on 
mS, hindre that we have taken in hand; a laue. Sir, 
small frute are we twoo able to bring furth in this so 
baren a ground ; and ons againe, that I be not sus- 
pected to envy his prosperiti, I protest befor god 
I think him worthi of as much as he hath, so he 
were otherwise spede, wherof as I was not without 
care, so I gaue my best advise houe he myght as wel 
be sped, but contrary to his promes made unto me 
and others, that he is this wai holpen, hath not oneli 
discoraged me utterli, but also offended other; and 
wherfor, remembring yo' good nature maketh me thus 
boldli and frankli to utter my grefe, requiryng as 
befor hubli, if ther be anni thing said which beseam- 
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eth not you, according you' humanitie construe it 
to the best, the rather seing what so eu" is said, pro- 
cedith not of a malicious spirit, but of a spirit zelous 
of godes glory, and furtherans of his tru religion ; of 
this mattre enoughe, if not ou'much. of the state 
here I haue written to her Ma% so she comanded 
me at my last being in her presens, I haue, I feare 
me, said that (she) shal mislike in speaking, what 
I thought of Onele ; I haue said no more then in con- 
sciens I ought, and I feare me will cu~ to passe, wich 
is in effect, that he hath imagined su" great mischefe, 
and nowe shakyng rype, wich if it with other dangers 
here be not spedeli prevented, wil cu" to that end 
I wold be sory to se. &c. &c. I besech you be good 
to the berer poor lick ; [Wlliam Leech] thus most 
hubli I take my leve. from Dublin this 5 of april. 
you' owne in his prair whil life lasteth. 

H. Miden. 

To the ryght honourable S' Wiftn 
Cecile knight p^cipall secretory 
to the queues Ma^ deliu" thes. 

[endorsed.] 
3 april 1565, B of Methe to my M'. 
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LXVII. 

Adam Loftus, Archbishop ofArmoffh, to the Earl of 
Leicester and Sir William Cecil. Thanks for their 
favour at his being at the Court. Hopes that her 
Majesty wUl excuse him the payment of the first 
fruits of the Deanery of St. Patrick^s. Commends 
the suits of William Leech and Henry Dray cot. 

April 8^ 1565. [Orig. Holograph.] 

" The great qualities of this Prelate," says Harris in his additions 
to Ware, ** were something tarnished by his excessive ambition and 
avarice ; for besides his promotions in the Church, and his public 
employments in the State, he grasped at every thing that became 
void, either for himself or family." As to the first fruits of the 
Deanery of St. Patrick's, which it appears by the following letter 
Loftus held for a particular purpose, the Queen acceded to his 
request, the warrant for their discharge bearing date June 15, 1565. 

My dutye to youre honores remembred with most 
humble thankes for youre special favoure and bene- 
volence shewed towardes mee, at my beeing at the 
courte, whiche when I call to mynde, I finde on 
euerye side so great, and the same so worthy matter 
of thanckes geuyng to youre honores, that I can not 
tel on what parte first to commence and begyn the 
same. But for youre whole recompence in this 
behalfe, ye are lyke to haue no more of mee, but 
this, myne humble seruice and heartye prayer, which 
unfaynedlye shalbee youres during my lyfe. It may 
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please youre honores to understand that upon mjtxe 
arryuall heare, and after the taking possession of the 
deanerye of Sainct Patrikes, the baronea of th'exche- 
ker requyred of mee composition for the first frutes 
of the saide deanerye, and for that I had the same 
by way of commendam, I alleged that I ought not to 
bee charged with the frutes^ and doubted not the 
queenes ma^* meaning was that I shoulde haue it 
gratis. And upon that the Lorde Chauncelor and 
councell (in the absens of the lustis, / beeing then a 
Waterforde, / gave order by theyr ooncordatum (the 
copye whearof I have sent youre honors heare in* 
closed,) that I sholde without anye peril of damage 
receaue the profits of the saide deanerye, so that 
I did compownde for the first frutes therof, or els 
bring from the queenes Ma*^ a sufficient warrant for 
the discharge of the same, at any tyme before the 
first day of the next mighelmas terme, I doo theare* 
fore humblye beseeche youre honores (for that as 
I knoue I haue it uncertaynelye, and am bownde in 
a thousand powndes to resigne it whensoever the 
queenes Mef^ shoulde convert the same to a schoole 
or howse of learning, which I thought good for cer- 
tayne respectes not to declare unto theym heare,) it 
wolde please you to bee a meane to her highnesse for 
a warrant to the barronnes and officers of th'exche- 
ker for the discharge of the said first frutes ; and 
whensoeuer her Ma^' shal resolve that I shal enioy it 
b3 
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without condicion I shal not fayle to compownde for 
the first frutes, yf it bee not her highnesse pleasure 
to remit the same. This bearer William Leeche ^ (who 
I thincke is partelye knowne to you bothe) hathe 
earnestlye desyred mee to moove youre honors on his 
behalfe. His sute hee hym selfe wil declare unto you. 
Besides the Justice of his cause (for that I myself 
doo knowe hee hathe sustayned great losses by the 
late bysshop of Kildare,) this is not the least cause 
that he hathe mooved me to condiscend to his 
request, that hee is wel thought of^ and hathe good 
reporte of manye^ and one that hathe no kinde of 
lining but onelye a small annuitie of the queenes 
Ma^, which I understand was procured by you. And 
that I may leaue in time to trouble youre honores, 
I must end in commending unto you the sute of 
Henrye Draycot * for the office of the roUes, a man, 
besides his paineful seruice and upright dealing 
hitherto at this present, such a furtherer of oure 
businesse in gods cause as the lacke of him shoulde 
giue good cause of this commendation, and for the 
office, yf I judge aright, as fit a man as anye other 
in this land. Thus wisshing youre honores the 
abundance of godes holye spirite to th'advauncement 

1 A William Leech, of Braeenoee Coll., was elected Proctor at 
Oxford, April 24, 1566. 

' Henry Draycott was appointed Master of the Rolls •hy Privy 
Seal, October 6, 1566. 
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of his glorie and setting foorthe of his holye lawe^ I 
most humblye take my leaue; at Termonfeghan 
this 8 of Aprill 1565. 

Toure honores humble at commaundement 

Ad: Arma chan. 

To the right honorable my speciall good L. 
Therle of Leycester, knight of the most 
honorable order, and one of the queenes 
Ma^ pryuye counsel etc, and to the 
right honorable Sir William Cecyle 
knyght, principal secretorey to her high- 
nesse. 

[endorsed] 
8. April. 1661. 
for discharg of the first fmits of 
the deanry of S^ Patricks. 



LXVIII. 



Hugh Brady, Bishop of Meath, to Sir William Cecil. 
The first fruits of Alder church ; his poverty. Things 
wax worse than otherwise. Suits of Robert Gorye 
and Geoffry Pinchback. The matter of Saint Pa-- 
trick's. The victory of CyNeil against the Scots. 

May 16, 1565. [Orig. partly Holograph.] 

My dutye to your honour p'mised, havyng receaued 
the XY*^ of this moneth a letter, but wrytten in 
ffebruarye laste, by the w*'^ I understande a poore 
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man of the citye of London, w*^ was bownde w*** 
me for the fynte fruytes of Alderchurche ^, is Bore 
troubled, and in a manner undone, for two pay^ 
mentes of the same, not due at mye removynge to 
this rowme, w^ thinge hathe muche greved me, and 
yet not able of mye selfe to remedye it. It maye 
please your honour of you' goodnes, and in the 
waye of charitye, to fynde some meane to ease the 
same. If I myght haue enioyed the benefyce so 
longe as that somme myght growe, I wolde wyllyng- 
lye haue payed it, But seynge yt was geven awaye 
from me so sodenlye before the payments were due, 
or I receaved so muche comoditye of it as to paye 
the same, I see not in conscience whie I shulde be 
charged w*^ the same, namelye, that her Msfi^ hathe 
her full fruites of the nexte incumbent, for so shulde 
her highnes receave two fruites for one. And yet I 
proteste before God, yf I were able to paye an hun- 
dred pownde I had rather do yt then susteyne the 
greefe of the poore mans undoynge, to gether w*^ 
some losse of credit to my selfe. It restethe (there- 
fore with) you to do that thinge, here in I am not 
able, and therfor I requyer youe, in gods name, and 
as mye onlye trust is in youe, to procure at her 
ma**** hande of her gracious goodnes the forgevenes 
of the sayde somme, beynge all together under the 
somme of xxiii^; in doynge wherof, as I am all 

^ Alderchnrch, i. e, St Mary Aldermary^ London. 
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readye, so wyll I contynewe your beadsmi durynge 
lyfe : I am at this p^sent verye poore, charged w^^ a 
greate house^ dryven to large expenses^ or els infamye 
and dyscredit^ for these people wyll haue the one or 
th'other^ I meane theye wyll eyther eate mye meate 
and dryncke, or else my selfe; and that I maye 
speake of yt w^oiit vaunt or comparyson^ I fede as 
manyer contynuallye as any bysshoppe in Englande 
dothe^ and haue not as yet provysion towarde the 
same, but all of the pennye ; and to do otherwyse I 
can not^ unles I shulde utterlye dys-credyt bothe my 
selfe and my doctrine, w^^ bothe makethe me to 
haue often an heavye harte, and an emptye purse ; 
and to helpe me forwarde to more greefe I am 
psentlye compelled to go into the Earle O'Des- 
mondes contrye, leavynge my owne function and 
busines behinde me undone, to my greate charges 
and some hasharde, amongest so untamed a people ; 
and yet I speake yt not as to spare eyther charge 
or lyfe to do her ma**" servyce accordynge to my 
bounden dewtye. I haue of late wrytten to yoiu: 
honour by Leche, I feare me youe wyll scarce take 
my boldenes in good parte ; and yet of the one syde 
mye dutye to god and my poore contrye dyd enforce 
me to yt, and of the other syde your good nature 
and greate discretion dyd encorage-me to yt, and 
wyll not yet leave, onles youe commaunde me. Yf 
youe knewe houe welcom a fewe lynes of yours 
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shoulde be to me, youe wolde not stycke to bestowe 
them. To saye any thinge farther of the state at 
this present I wyll not^ onlye this^ all thinges wax- 
ethe rather worse than otherwyse, and, as I sayde 
before, I feare me, w^out some spedy redres, the 
whole bodye wyll be so sycke as it shall w^^ dyffi- 
cultye recover, so frowardlye be men here dysposed, 
I praye god youe wyll dutyfullye loke unto yt. 
This poore man, Robert Gorye, havynge a custodm 
uppon the place of a gayle in Weste Meathe, hathe 
allreadye bestowed a good peece of monye of the 
same/ No man can tell better howe necessarye yt 
will be, than I myselfe, yt ys w^in my Diocesse, and 
[I] have of late travayled there myselfe, and ther- 
fore requyer your honor to furder the same. I wrote 
unto youe for the ofiyce of the remembrestershippe 
for Jefferye Pintchbacke, a poore kynsman of your 
owne. Deathe hathe ryd bothe youe and me from 
farder trouble of that suyt, god send him a ioyfuU 
resurrection. As for the matter of Saincte Patrickes, 
I am afrayde to saye any more, and yet more afrayde 
to kepe silence ; yf youe wyll saye ther is alreadye 
done as done, I saye there is to 

hinder yt and to furder yt ; and yf youe wyll aske 
me howe to further yt, I can tell youe howe to 
pforme y t, wherof I wyll saye no more, tyll I here 
from youe; thus leavynge at this tyme furder to 
trouble youe, desyeringe god longe to contynewe 
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your healthe, and to encrease your honour and ver- 
tue ; from my house at Ardbracban. 

[Thus far in Secretary's hand^ the rest holograph.] 

befor the sealing hereof^ the news of O nele is victory 
against the Scottes is cu, he giveth faire wordes^ 
attributing the glory therof to her ma% of my part 
I can sal litle, but I prai god he may prove so 
faithful as he saith of hime self; sureli he hath done 
good serves, if he imploi al to the furtherans of her 
highnes serves, and if he do not, he was nev' so 
much be loked unto, what I shall learn or here I 
will certifi you' honou' if [I] mai be so bold : ons 
again I sai, if her ma^^r ^ii not lett a Oou'^nou' be 
knouen, befor Ood I speak it, you wil all repent it ; 
her is nothing goeth forward, for godes sake loke to 
it, from Dublin, this 16 of Maii. 

Tou" in his prair so long as life endureth. 

H. Mideii : 

To the ryght honourable S' Witt"" 
Cecile knight, principall secretori 
to the Queues Ma*^ deli' this. — 

[endorsed] 
B. of Meth to 
toachmg the 
f ruets for 
Alderchurch. 
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LXIX. 

AdamLoftua, Archbishop ofArmaghj and Hugh Brady y 
Bishop of Meathf to Sir WiUiam Cecil, in favour 
of the bearer James Mc Cauwell, on whom her Ma-- 
jesty has bestowed the Bishqprick of Doum, which 
he cannot enjoy, as Shane O^NeiPs brother holds it 
by authority of the Bishop ofBjome. 

May 16, 1565. [Orig.] 

See LI. and LX. for James Mc CaghwelL Shane O'Neil's Brother, 
the Titular Bishop of Down, is mentioned in Creagh's first Exa- 
mination. See LXIII. 

It may lyke your hon*^ to be advartised^that all thoughe 
it pleasid the Queenes ma^ to bestowe the bis- 
shoppricke of Downe, in the northe of this realme, 
on this bearar, James M° Cauwell, yet hee cannot 
enioye the same by reason that Shane Oneles broother 
p'sently possessithe that bisshopprike, by coUer of 
a grante ther of procurid frome 9oome (as we ar 
creadably enformid ) for w^ cawse the sayd Cauwell 
durthe not trauayle to Downe for doubte of boddely 
harme, wherefor we ar movid in conscience (for that 
we perceave hime to be a discreete man, and on fit 
for that fonction, and lyke to doo muche good heere 
in his native country) humbly to beseache yo'^ hono^ 
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to be a meane that her ma^^® will have consideracio 
of hime, and in respecks of his greate trauayle and 
chargis^ to bestowe on hime suche other liuinge here, 
as he shall signify to yo' hond' presently to be 
voyde, and the rather at o' humble desire ; and so 
we take leaue of yo' bono'. flTrome^Dublyn this xvi'** 
of May 1565. 

Yo' honnor* at Comandment. 



Ad. Armachan. H. Miden. 

To the right honnourable S' 
Willam Cecyll Knight, and 
principall secretory to the 
Queues Ma^^^. 

[endorsed.] 
^ [16] Mali 1566. Archb. of Armangh, & y« B of Methe. 
for James Mc Cauwell being named to y« B of 
Downe. 
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LXX. 

Adam Lofiu8, Archbishop of Armagh, to Queen Eliza- 
beth. Commission of causes Ecclesiastical. Great 
offences committed against the laws. The Nobility 
and Chirf Gentlemen continually Jreguent the Mass. 
Desires further Instructions in order to their amend- 
ment, and recommends that they should be somewhat 
sharply dealt with. . 

May 17, 1565. [Orig. Holograph.] 

The Commission for Ecclesiastical causes, in which Loftus bore 
the chief place, was dated at Westminster, October 1, 1564 ; about 
the same time was also set forth a Proclamation in aid of the Act for 
Uniformity, of the 11th of Elizabeth, c. 2, which imposed a fine of 
twelve-pence, to be levied by the Churchwardens for the use of the 
poor, on those who, not having reasonable excuse, omitted to resort 
to their Parish Churches on all Sundays and Holydays. Ware 
asserts that this Tax was accurately collected.. 

It may please youre most excellent Ma% whereas 
youre highnesse hathe given commission and aucto* 
ritye to me and other youre faithful seruantes and 
subiectes heare^ for th'ordering of al causes eccle- 
siastical within this youre realme : I haue thought 
fit (for as youre Ma^® hathe placed mee chiefe in 
commission^ so in deede the rest are contented to 
put the chiefe care^ and, in a maner, the whole bur- 
then on mee) to signifie to youre highnesse the 
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maner and order of oure procedings^ that therby I 
may bothe render an accompte to youre M^^^ of oure 
bounden dutye and seruice, and humblye craue 
youre highnesse resolution and special instructions 
in certayne causes concerning oure commission^ 
whearein I thought not fit further to proceede until 
youre Ma^^' pleasure weare theare in speciallye 
knowen. Immediatelye upon myne arryuall heare, 
after I departed from youre highnesse^ I called to 
gether as manye of the commissioners as con- 
yenientlye I coulde, and by theyr aduises determined 
to enquire by the othe and verdicte' of certayne 
luryes, chosen owt of al the seueral parishes within 
the English pale^ to enquire of, and present, al 
maner disorders and offences comitted against. youre 
Ma^®* Lawes and iniunctions, that conceme causes 
ecclesiasticaL And upon retoume of theyre seueral 
verdictes, wee founde manie and great offences com- 
mitted against youre Maf^ lawes and proceedings. 
AU which wee arc abowt presentlye to reforme with 
suche diligence and speede, as by anye lawful 
meanes wee may. But among all theyr present- 
ments they brought nothing against the nobilitye 
and chiefe getlemen, which yeat haue contemned 
youre Ma^^ most godlie lawes and proceedinges 
more manifestlye then taije of the rest, and therfore 
wee determined to call theym before us, and to minis- 
ter imto theym certayne articles, unto whiche we 
s 2 
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required the nobilitye to answeare upon theyr honors 
and dutye to youre Ma***, without othe ; the rest of 
the gentlemen answeared upon theyr othes. And 
when they brought unto us theyr seueral answeares, 
wee fownde by theyr owne confessions^ that the most 
parte of theym had continuallye, since the last 
parliament^ frequented the masse, and other ser- 
nice and ceremonies inhibited by youre Ma'*^ lawes 
and iniunctions^ uid that verie few of theym euer 
receaued the holye communion^ or used suche kinde 
of publike prayer and seruice as is presentlye 
established by law. Wheareupon I was ones in 
minde (for that they bee so lincked together in 
frendship and alliaunce one with an other^ that wee 
shal neuer be able to correct theym by th'ordinarye 
course of the statute) to cesse upon euerye one of 
theym, according the qualitie of theyr seueral 
offences, a good rownde fyne and somme of money, 
to bee payde to youre Ma**®* use, and to bynde 
theym in sure bondes and recognisaunces, euer 
here after dutifuUye to obserue youre Ma**®* most 
godlie lawes and iniunctions. But for that they 
bee the nobilitie and chiefe gentlemen of the English 
pale, and the greatest nomber too ; I thought fit not 
to deale anie further with theym, until youre Msfi^ 
pleasure weare thearin speciallie knowen, whiche I 
humblye craue with suche expedition as conueni- 
entlye may bee. And verelye in myne opinion, yf they 
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weare ones brought to some good order and dutifull 
obedience to youre Ma^^ lawes and Iniunctions, and 
indeede somewhat sharpelye dealt with al now; it 
shoulde bee no smal furtheraunce to your Ma^** pro- 
ceedinges, and theyr example shoulde bee a great 
cause to bring the rest and meaner sorte to a godlie 
reformation. And thus I humblye commyt youre 
Ma^* to almightie god^ who send youre highnesse a 
long and prosperouse raigne ouer us. From Dublin, 
the 17 of May, 1565. 

Youre Ma***" most humble 
and faithefull subiect. 

Ad. Armacban« 

To the qneenes most excel* 

lent Matie 

[endorsed] 

17 Mail, 1565. Arch B of 
Armaugh to the Q. Ma^* 
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LXXL 

Adam Lqftus^ Archbishop of Armagh^ to Sir William 
Cecil, begs him to deliver the preceding letter con- 
cerning causes ecclesiastical to the Queeny and to 
procure an answer. 

May 17, 1565. [Orig. Holograph.] 

The intentions of the Grovemment at home about this period may 
be gathered from a memorandmn in the S. P. O., entitled in the 
autograph of Sir W. Cecil : " Advises for ordery"g of Shan O Neyle." 

** To cause the people to resort to comon prayer, and to be 
instructed to understand th'artides of their fayth Sl comandments 
of God, and to place convenient ministers for this purpose in 
places convenient." — Alas ! it was much easier to plan such 
desirable educational schemes than to carry them into effect, which 
indeed the distracted state of the country rendered absolutely 
impotsiUe, 

My humble dutye to youre honor considered, I have 
sent heare enclosed a letter to the queenes Ma*^, 
concerning oure procedings in causes ecclesiastically 
I humblye beseeche you to deliuer it to her high- 
nesse. Youre honors most godlie inclination towarde 
the ghospel and pure religion, maketh mee bolde to 
trouble you now : and surelye manie good men haue 
felt and reioyced of it^ and none indeede more 
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plentifullye then I. I thought fullie to haue dis- 
coursed with youre honor of al oure dooinges, but 
the passengers weare readie to go to ship, euen as 
I tooke first my pen in hand, and thearefore I omyt 
the whole until the next passage, and conuenient 
leysure. And humblie beseeche youre honor now 
to procure answeare of the queenes Ma^*% with suche 
speede as possiblye may bee. From Dublin the 
17 of May, 1666. 

Youre honors humble at coinaundemet. 

Ad. Armachan. 



To the right honorable Sir William 
Cecile Knight^ principal Secre- 
torye to the Qneoies moet exeeU 
lent Matie 

In haste. 



[endorsed.] 

17. Mali. 1566. 
Archb. of Armaugh to my m' 
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LXXIL 

Hugh Brady i Bishop of Meath, to Sir WUliam CecU. 
Thanks for his right constable letter. The 
matter of the College. Recal of the Archbishop of 
Dublin, ^'The Old Unprofitable Workman/' re- 
commended, and provision to be made for the Lord 
Primate at his resignation of the Deanery of St. 
Patricias. The erecting of an Academy the only 
way to extirpate ignorance. 

June 285 1565. [Orig. Holograph.] 

The Recall of Hugh Curwrn, ^ The old unprofitable workman," 
here recommended^ took place in I6679 when the Archbishop was 
translated to Oxford [see CXII.] : at the same period the Primate 
resigned the Deanery of St. Patrick's, and became Archbishop of 
Dublin in his place. 

[Extract.] 

You' lettre, ryght honourable^ of the 24 of Maii, was 
unto me ryght comfortable, for that I prai god 
blesse and prosper you, I have not, nor will slake 
to call upon my L of Leicest' for the mattre of the 
College, I prai god kindle both you' hertes to 
further so comen a benefitt for this poor cu'try. 
In uery dede my L primat may much further the 
mattre, so he be as wel provided him self, wich 
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wilbe hardli done in this land^ and therfor by 
bestowing the deanry is the mattre put bake that 
stepe, but the Bushop of Dublin removed and an 
other placed, willyng to go thoroue, and so joining 
with my L. Primat, may without anny great dificulti 
bring that, wich otherwise wil very hardli be brought 
to passe ; the hole lett then is, both thes twoo nowe 
unprovided, wich ons provided for, the mattre is at 
an end ; wich end, ryght honourable, is the beginyng 
of all happines to this poor cu'try ; call home then 
the old unprofitable workma", and give him su 
living, he mai in his old dais live at home quietli ; 
and place an other to joine with my L. Primat^ 
him self being provided for, then haue you done, 
it shal be worthi of no small praise, such a monu- 
ment to be erected in you' time you'self being therof 
the chefe furtherer; it is, being ons done, to be 
rekened amongs, nai befor, al the notable actes her 
Ma^ hath or shal do ; the erecting of a college in 
Oxford or Cambrige hath deserued just comenda- 
tions to the foundoures, what shall the erecting of 
an hole achademi in this so barbarous and ignorant 
a cu'trie deserue ? this is the wei to extirpe ignorans, 
the oneli mother of murther, robberi, adulteris, with 
vices infinit, wich daili we have perpetrated with- 
out cheke, it is th'oneli wai, ryght honourable, in place 
of wilfull stuboumes to bring ciuile obediens with 
comodities more, twoo many voue to reherse ; wherof. 
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though we for ou' time do not so plentifulli repe 
the firutes^ jeatt lett them that cumith aft' be cared 
for^ thei shall not oneli injoj the benefitt, but also 
blesse the procurers. I feare you will mislike so 
many wordes, in a mattre so well knouen, I will 
therfor at this time leve, with purpose yeatt from 
tim to tim to call on, wich is al I can do./ 

from Dublin^ this 23 of June, you'honoures alwais in 
his praier. 

H Miden. 

To the ryght honourable M" Cecile 
Knyght. Secretory to the Qnenes 
Bfa^ deUn* this. 

[endorsed.] 

83, Jnnii, 1565. 
The Biehopp of Methe 
out of Irelande. 
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LXXIII. 

Robert Daly, Bishop of Kildare, to Sir William 
Cecil. Report of alteration of Religion in England. 
Triumph of the Papists. Reported that certain 
learned men of our religion are put from their 
Livings in England. The poor Protestants often 
resort to him to learn what the matter means. 

July 2, 1565. [Orig.] 

The Report of the alteration of Religion in England, here 
alluded to by Bishop Daly, refers to the extreme Calvinists, some 
few of whom were about this time ejected from their liyings for 
non-conformity ; the use of the surplice, the square cap and tippet, 
being the stumbling-blocks in their way. See Archbishop Loftus' 
Letter on this subject, No. LXXYII. 

Ryghte honorable, w^ all huble submissyon to yo' 
honor, and herty thaks for my prefermente to the 
Busshopry of Kyldare yn Irland, pleasyth you' 
bono' to be aduertysed, that at my departure frome 
courte I besoghte yo' bono' that I moghte be bold 
to wryte and certefy the same of suche neuyse as ar 
yn Irland frome tyme to tyme, w*'^ huble requieste 
was graunted me, wheropon I yntendyd dyuerse 
tymes to wryte, but for thate I knewe yo' bono' 
to be occupied alway yn weyghty mattyrs, I thought 



Digitized 



by Google 



204 ORIGINAL LETTERS. 

yt good to abstayne frome wrytynge, tyl such tyme 
as sume urgent cause should provoke me to the 
same ; bute nowe the brute of alteracyon of relygion 
yn England ys so talkyd of here emongeste the 
papysts, and they so tryunph opon the same^ that 
yt wold g'eve eny good chrysten hert to hyre 
ther reyoysynge yn that behalff, ye yn so muche, 
that my lord primate, my lord of Meth and I, 
beyng the queues Ma^^' comissioners yn ecclesias> 
tical causes, w*^ othyrs ow' assocyats, dare not be 
so bolde nowe yn executyng the sayd comissyon 
as we have ben on to thys tyme : to what end thys 
talke wyl growe unto, I ame note able to say, but 
only by coiectur, I feare yt wyll growe to the greate 
cotempte of the gospel, and of the ministers of the 
same, excepe that sparke be extyngesed befor yte 
growe yn to a greatyr flame. The occasyon of thys 
brute ys nothynge elste bute that certayn lemed 
men of ow' religion ar put frome ther lyvinges yn 
England as yt ys reported here, but opon what 
occasion yt ys not knowyn her as yet. The pore 
protestants, beyng eamasyd at the talke, doth ofile 
resorte towa'ds me to lerne what the mattyr meanes : 
whome I do coforte w^^ the moste frutful texts of 
scriptu' that I can fynd, wyllynge theme to put ther 
truste yn god, who promised that the fayth should 
not dekay yn hys electe, and that he promised neu" 
to leve hys floke cofortles ; nowe, good mast' secre- 
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tari, because I wold not be tedius on to yo", I moste 
humbly bechech yo' bono', for gods sake^ to accepte 
my pore requeste, and my bold enterpryse, sendynge 
me sue cofortable words coeemynge the stablysh- 
ynge of ou" relygion, wherw**^ I may both confyrme 
the wauerynge harts of the doutful^ and also sup- 
prese the stoute bragges of the stu" dy and proud 
papists; and thus I pray the lyvynge lord to be 
yo' shylde and bukkler for evyr ; wryten at Kyldare, 
the 2 of JuU 1565. By yo" whylles lyflfe enduer 

Robert Busshop of Kyldare. 

To the ryghte honorable Sy' Willm 
Cicel Knyght, the Quenes Ma^* 
Secretari, and on of hyr hyghness 
privy counsayL 

[endorsed] 

2 July 1566. 

B of Kildare to my m' 
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LXXIV. 

Extracts from ^^Instructions given to Sir Henry 
Sidney i Knight of the Order of the Garter^ ^c.'* 
Laws for the maintenance of the Christian Faith. 
The Clergy to be well instituted. The Archbishop- 
rick of Cashel and Bishoprick of Ossory long void; 
to consider whether a union of these sees would be 
advisable. To consider whether the Bishoprick 
of Limerick is void. The College of St. Patricks. 
Alienations of Benefices. Ecclesiastical Commis^ 
sion. 

July 4, 1565. 

[Original draft corrected* by Sir W. Cecil.] 

The Archbishoprick of Cashel had been vacant since the death of 
Roland Baron in 1561. Ossory had been filled in the time of Queen 
Mary, and on the flight of Bale, by John Thonory, who, accord- 
ing to Ware, died this very year, 1665, but from the expression 
here used, " long vacant," we must understand the death of Bale 
in 1563 to be intended. The Bishoprick of Limerick had been 
filled by William Casey, who had been deprived by Queen Mary 
in 1556, and Hugh Lacy advanced to this see by the Pope. This 
is the Prelate who at this period occupied the see of Limerick, 
which he resigned in 1571^ when Casey was reinstated. 

1. Item, the principal! and first care w*^** her Ma**« 
comitteth to the said Lieutennt & Counsell is, that 

1 The correctii»ns are distinguished by italtta. 
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they haue regard to the due & reverent observacioa 
of all good lawes & ordonances established in that 
Realme for the maintennce of Christian faith & 
relligion^ and that all meanes be used as well by 
exaple as otherwise, that devotion & godlines may 
encrease from the highest to the lowest, and errors 
& evill opinions may be restreyned, supp'ssed, & 
abolished ; and because one of the p'incipall meanes 
to furder this, is to have the clergy well instituted, 
her ma^^* requireth the said Lieutennt by the advise 
of the said Counsellors, to inquire of the state of the 
clergy of that realme, in what parts the same is 
defective, and by what meanes it may be repaired 
& amended, and asmuch as in them shalbe, to apply 
them selves therunto; and wherein they shall find 
lack of their owne power, to advertise, and show their 
advises. 

ffor the matters of Relligion. 

5. Her ma^% understanding that the Archbushoperick 
of Cassells, & the Bushoprick of Ossory haue ben 
long voyde, wherby hath gro^en lack to the ecti- 
asticall government there ; wold have it considered 
whether, because these two livings are very meanely 
endowed, it were not mete to unite these two 
together, so as the living might be mete for soiiie 
pson of such behavio', as being bushop therof, might 
serve as a counsellor there in Monster here after, when 
T 2 
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a cousell shuld be there established for gavnace of 
the same partes. 

Inquisicon also wold be made of the bushoprick of 
Lymerick, whether it be voyde, or that by some 
meanes some mete pson were placed there to serve 
for the like purpose in such a cousell. 
6. There was also charge giuen to S' Tho : Wroth & 
S' Nichas Arnold, at their going ouer thither in 
comission, to cause the coUedge & reuenues of S^ 
Patricks to be surueyed, to the entent the funda- 
tion of the same might be reformed & reduced to 
the more pffitt of teaching & learning for the sub- 
jects of that Realme ; But because, as it appeth by 
reason of the multitude of other matters comitted 
to the said comissionS^ litle hath ben don therein, 
therfore to th'entent the same may be w*^ more 
ease conuerted to the good purposes entended, it is 
necessary, and so her Ma**® willeth & comandeth 
the Archbusshop of Dublin, Chancello' there, to 
forbeare to put any hereafter to any pbends there, 
when the romes shal become voyde, until her Ma*y 
pleass' shalbe furder determined; and that assone 
as possible may be, the state & survey of the same 
CoUedg may be made & sent ouer w*^ advise how 
the same may be reformed & newly erected to a 
more publick benefitt for the service of God & 
the Realme than now it is; wherein the advise of 
the two Archbushopps of Armaugh & Dublin, & 
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the bushop of Methe wold be had^ and a good 
establish^ herof wold serve to bring up the youth 
of that realme to increase knowledge & civility in 
sundry parts of the same, wher now nothing but 
barbarous and savage co ditto sreinAyneiK 

7. It wold be foreseen that no alienators were 
suffered to be made by the clergy of any of ther 
possessoffs, nor imppacons of ther benefics ; for the 
lett wherof, if there be not suflScient lawe, yo^ shall 
do well to have at the next pliament some speciall 
lawe pvided for the same. 

8. There was of late a comission sent thith' for the 
gouernauce of the state ecctiasticall, according to 
the statute giving her Ma^® authority so to do ; The 
execution wherof wold be so used w^Mn the english 
pale, as there shuld not be suffered in such open 
sort as is reported, the use of things manifestly in the 
Church and in other obscure places, contrary to the 
lawes of y^ realm established. And whatsoeuer 
hath therein negligently ben lately by svffrdce past 
ouer, wold be from henceforth more seuerely re- 
formedj and the bushops and other y^ ordynaryes 
wold be moved to visit their cures, u^out burdeing" 
of y^ curats or people, and to see the lawes & 
iniuctions heretofore published, duly kept & ob- 
served. 

[endorsed.] 

" 4 Juljf 1666. first draught of ye Inttr, for Triad," 

T 8 
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LXXV. 

EMracts from " 8r H. Sydneys opinio uppo y« minit 
of InstrtACtids first devised for hy".^* 

[Orig.] 

L The estate of the Clergy as yt is^ and the defects 
therof, shall be certified^ and howe the same may be 
repairid^ as the Counsell theire shall thinke metest ; 
but the only way is by sending lemid pastoures 
frome hence^ and by ^ving them competent livings 
there^ for w*** their is presently a good oportunjty 
offird by the vacancy of the Sees of Cassell & Ossery, 
w**^ ioyned togither will make a sufficient living for 
a sufficient man to be an Archebisshop there. 

5. My opinion for Casshell and Ossery is before 
written; neuertheless I will, god willing, certifie 
th'opynion of the counsell theire, aswell touching 
those Bisshopricks, as the Bissboprick of Lim- 
berick. 

6. fibr the Suruey of S^ Patricks, and all matters^ 
conteyned in this article, as the order in the same is 
very good : so shall yt be by me (as nere as I canne) 
observed. 

7. To pvent alienations and imppriations, I will con- 
ferre with the Judges, and what may be done lawe- 
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fully shall be attempted; but to doe yt w^^out a 
pliament I think yt impossible. 
8. I desier to know where I may have the copy of 
the comission mentioned in this article, and for other 
matter oonteyned in the same, shalbe executid as yt 
shall seme expedient unto me< 



LXXVI. 



Extracts from " an Instruction for Sr Henry Sidn^ 
Knight:' 

July 9, 1565. 

[Orig. draft altered by Sir W. Cecil.] 

These are the amended Instructions finally agreed upon by the 
Government, and repeated under date of October 5, 1565. They 
are pretty nearly to the same effect as the preeedmg and original 
Instructions of the 4th of July. 

1. The principall and first care which her Ma"« 
comitteth to the said Leiutnnt and consell is, faith- 
fully & earnestly to regard the due and reu ent 
observacon of all good lawes and ordonncs made 
and establishid for the maintenance of the Chrlen 
faith and religion emonge het people, and that all 
meanes be usid for that intent, aswell by example. 
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as otherwise^ that devotion and godlinesse may 
encreasse from the highest to the lowest, and errors 
and contempt of Relligion may be restraynid^ 
punished^ and suppressed. And because the good 
order of a clergy shall availl much heerin, her Ma*^* 
willeth the same lieuteiit and consell to inquire of 
the state therof^ and to aduertise how the same 
might be betterid for the advancement of Gods 
service; and piitly to consider whether it wer not 
meete that the Archbusshoprick of Cassells and the 
bushoprick of Ossery being voyde, that some fite 
pson wer apointed to have the Archbusshoprick, and 
the bushoprick in a commenda", considering the 
small valew of th'archbusshoprick, wherby such a 
person well chosen might be principall minister in 
a consell to be established in Munster. 
2. Item, where charge was gyven to Syr Thorns 
Wroth and Syr Nichas Arnold to survey the colledg 
of S* Patricks, to th'intent the foundacdn therof 
might have ben refourmid and reducid to the more 
pffit of learning and teaching for the whole Realme ; 
considering the same hath not ben psecuted to effect 
by reason (as it is thought) that the said comissrS 
wer otherwise occupyed: her Ma**® chargeth the 
said Lieuteniit and Counsell w%ut delay to gyve 
camission and order to ye Mr of y^ roolles, y« auditor , 
and surveyor that for y« tyme shall be^ u^ any others 
to be named by y sayd lAeutend't, for the survey 
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therof^ and willithe and comandith th'archbushop 
of Dublin^ chauncello' there, to forbeare from the 
pntacoii of any pson heerafter to any pbend there ; 
and that he, w^ th'archbushop of Armaugh, and 
bushop of Meth, and such others as the said Lieu- 
tennt shall adjoyne to them, do well and speedely 
consider the best meanes for reformmg and reducing 
the said coUedg to the publicq benefyte of learning 
in that Realm^ 

3. Item, her Ma^* willith the said Lieutennt and 
consell, for the more relief of the ecciiasticall state, 
to pvide that no alienacions or waste be suffiid to be 
made by any of the clergy there, nether that any 
impropriacions of benefices be put in vse, in w^^ 
causes, if there be not pntly sufficient lawes in force, 
it shalbe convenient y^t remembrance be had therof 
against the next parlement. 

4. Item, the comission which lately was sent thither 
to the lustice, th'archbushops, & Bushops, & sundry 
others, for the government of the state ecciiasticall, is 
to be considered by the said Lieutennt now being, and 
uppo" certificai made fro hy", U8y''g ihHn y* advise of 
such of y» Bish. as he shall thynk mete, what they 
shall thy'k mete to be furder doone for %f reneumg cf 
jf^ same, ther shall be sent thyther such comission u^oui 
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LXXVII. 

Adam LoftuSj Archbishop of Armagh^ to Sir William 
Cecil. The Rectory of Dunboyne for his brother 
the bearer. First Fruits of the Deanery of St, 
Patrick's. Report that no small offence is taken 
with some of the ministry in England for not wear- 
ing such apparel as the rest do. All the monuments, 
tokens, and leavings of papistry recommended to be 
removed. Dr. Welsh, late Bishop of Meath, com- 
muted to the Castle of Dublin : it were fit he should 
be sent to England. 

July 16, 1565. [Orig. Holograph.] 

The Puritan principles of Archbishop Loftus here appear without 
dis^ise. We find him here sympathizing with the Calvinistic party 
in the Church of England in their opposition to the surplice and 
other Popish apparel, as the authorized dress of the Clergy of the 
English Church was termed, and which has been alluded to in the 
note to the Bishop of Kildare's letter. (See LXXIII.) For Bishop 
Walsh or Welsh see XXXI. & XXXVIII. 

My duty (right honourable) humbly considerid^ 
where it pleasid the Qweenes Ma^* to direckt her 
favorable letters of warrant to Sir Niccolas Axnowld, 
the nowe L. lustis^ and to Sir Thomas Wrothe, in 
the behalfe of a brother of myne, the bearar here of, 
comandinge them ther by, to make a lease of the 
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rectory of Dunboyne, in the county of Methe, to my 
sayd broother for tearme of yeares^ except ther were 
same good cawse knowne to them to direckt the 
contrary/ and that my L. lustis and Master Wrothe 
retomid to you ther answer in writinge, that they 
knewe no cawse (but only the lacke of peciall 
comission to deale in that and suche lyke matteres^) 
why my broother showld not have the p^ferme't of it 
accordinge her Ma*** pleasure ; I doo ther for most 
humbly beseache your honor, it wold please you to 
be so good un to hime, (or rather unto me, for that 
by this occasion he might tarry heere in this land, 
and unbuthen me of manny worldly and truble- 
sume cares) to be a meane for him to the Queenes 
Ma**® to haue a newe warrant for the same rectory 
directyd to the next gouernor ; for the Queenes ma*** 
attorney heere, and all other that be leamid, doo 
affirme that the governor may well inowghe, and 
many tymes hathe in the lyke case, passed leases by 
warrant from the Queenes ma**® withe owt any spe- 
ciall comission ; for in deede her highenesse hathe 
heere a surveyour, and other oflBceres of th'excheker, 
whiche doo bothe rate the valewe and rent of euery 
farme, and appointe the tearmes and condicons ac* 
cordingly ; and if preasently ther be no change of 
governor, yf it wold please you to procure the di^ 
rection of the warrant to my L. lustis, that nowe is, 
it showld well inow serve his tume. 
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I have heere to fore written to my L. of Leycester^ 
and your honor^ that uppon my takinge possession 
of the deanery of S^ Patrickes^ the Barones of th^ex- 
cheker required me to compounde for the first 
frutes, and uppon myne allegacion that the Queenes 
Mat^* pleasure was I showld have it gratis^ unbur- 
dened of all chaises, (for you knowe I am bounde in 
athowsand pownd to resigne when so euer it maybe 
conuertid to an achademy or howse of learninge, 
whiche thinge for diueres respectes, I thought not 
fit to declare to them^) they condiscendid to thes 
condic5ns, that ether I should compownd the next 
mighelmas tearme, or else in the meane tyme pro* 
cure a discharge frome the Queenes Ma^^ whiche I 
humbly beseache you to obtayne for me of her 
highnes : — and no we I humbly craue pardone of your 
honnor, that I may withe out ofience unborden my 
conscience in a matter that troblithe the same not a 
littill ; it is reported heere (I pray god it be untrewe) 
that no small offence is taken withe sume of the 
ministery for not wearinge suche apparell as the 
rest doo, and that for the same many godly and 
leamid preacheres be deprivid of ther livings ; O 
crafly deuyle and subtill Sathan, when he cannot 
over throwe, (no, nor once shake,) the chefest poyntes 
of our religion, what adoo makes he aboughte tryfles 
and light matteres ; this enemy of god and of all 
sincerite and truthe customably is wont to deceave 
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the ruleres of this worid, so that eyther they utterly 
neclecte or cruelly persecute the trewe and sincere 
religion ; and where he can bringe neyther of thes to 
passe, then he tormoyles and tumes all things topsey 
torvey, untill he hathe browght in a mixid and minglid 
religion, neyther playnly against, nor wholy withe 
gods woord, whiche mixid and mingled religion is so 
muche more dangerous, as it is accoumptid for good 
and comely ; howe earnestly it is forbidden by the 
lord him-selfe, the manyfowld examples of the scrip*- 
tures do playnely declare, but for want of laysure to 
omitt them all, Remembre the sainge of Elias the 
Prophet, how longe (saythe he) will you halte on 
bothe sydes, yf the Lord be God followe hime, yf 
Baall, go ye after hime; evyne so may be trewly 
sayde, yf the presthode and ministery of Christ 
withe his notes, tokenes^ and markes, be trew, holy, 
and absolutly parfecte, receave yt ; yf paradventure 
it be not, followe the pope. Chryst cannot abyde to 
haue the leuen of the phariseys myngled withe his 
swete flowre, withe him or against him must we 
nedes be ; yf we be luke warme he will spewe us owt 
of his mowthe, and not withe out cawse, for surely 
he accusithe god of ignorance and folishnes that 
gothe abought to bewtify his religion, or adorne his 
doctryne by things inventydby mans brayne. O 
good mastr secretary, be earnest in thes cawsis, for 

u 
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surely it is very dangerus to urge a necessite in 
things that godes woorde doothe set at liberty; and 
shall not this sumewhat move us, that throughout 
all christendome, where the Chirche is pure and re- 
formid, it hathe cast away the Pope withe all his ? 
and shall we so deerely esteeme that whiche thes 
hoUy chirches so earnestly ab horre? o what incon* 
venience were it to thrust owt of ther livings and 
ministeiy so many godly and leamid preacheres, 
only for this, that they will not be lyke the papistes, 
the professid ministers of Sathan and Antichrist, in 
supersticious and wickid order of apparell and owt- 
ward sheawe ? S Paule saythe, ab omni specie maU 
abstinet€y refrayne from all apparancis or owtward 
shewe of euyle; and yf popery be euyle (as no 
doubte it is most wicked,) in wearinge* the popishe 
apparell we commit a manifest sheawe of muche 
abhominacon ; so longe as thes things wer in different, 
and left at liberty, for a tyme to wine the weke they 
might be wome ; but nowe, beinge urgid, and com- 
pellid of necessite, I cannot perceyue, (to wryte to 
you my concience frely,) howe they can be safely 
usid, as Paules usage withe Timothe and Tite doothe 
playnely declare. I knowe S Paules woordes will be 
alegid against me, that we showld not allwayes re- 
specte what we may do, and is lawfull, but rather 
what is fittest, and most to edifycation ; Alas, Master 
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secretary, how showld the wearinge of th'apparell of 
antichrist edefy the chirche, or promote the gospell of 
Jesus Christ, nay, I my selfe have felte, and that to 
my greefe, howe the usinge of it hathe encouragid 
th'adversaries, and hinderid the course of the trew 
and sincere religion. But I knowe ye woonder nowe 
what movithe me to write thus, verely the discharge 
of my conscience. Te are in a place where it is pos- 
sible to helpe this matter, and yf ye can and will 
not, a/ia ratione liberabuntur, et tu et domus patris 
tuiperibitis; it is no small offence before the Lorde, 
not to helpe y® people of god in distres, or not to 
further godes cawese when we may : But I knowe 
your zele and godly mynde, and howe careful ye ar 
to restore agayne the trew and sincere ministery of 
the chirche of Christe, whiche in myne opinion ye 
shall never do, onlesse ye remove and quight take 
awaye all the monuments, tokenes, and leavings of 
papistrye ; for as longe as any of them remaynes, 
there remaynes also occasion of relapes unto the 
abolishyd supersticion of antichrist. I humbly be- 
seache your honor to pardon my bowldnes in tro- 
bleng you with so longe and fryvolus a tale ; and, yf 
I durst, I wold crave it wold please you to bestowe 
on me nowe and then, towe or thre lynes, it showld 
greatly cofort me, ease and mitigate my Irishe sor- 
rowes. — The xiii* of this monthe, by 
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veitu of our Comission for cawsis ecclesiastycall, 
we cdmittid to the Castell of Dublyn, docter Welche, 
late bissippe of Methe, there to remayne untill the 
queenes ma^ pleasure were knowne ; he refusid the 
othe, and to answer suche articles as we reqtiirid 
him ; and, besides that, ever sithens the last parla- 
ment, he hathe manifestly contemned and openly 
sheawid himselfe to be a mislyker of all the queenes 
ma^ proceadings ; he oponly protestid before all the 
people the same day he was before us, that he wold 
never communicate or be present (by his will) where 
the seruice showld be ministrid, for it was against 
his conscience, and (as he thought) against gods 
woord. Tf it shall seeme good to your honor, and 
the rest of her Ma^ most honorable counseyle ; in 
myne opinion, it wer fit he showld be sent in to 
England, and peradventure by conferringe withe 
the lemid bishoppes there, he mighTbe brought to 
sum conformitie ; he is one of great creadit amongest 
his cuntrimen, and uppon whome (as tutchinge 
cawsis of religion) thay wholy depend ; I beseache 
you let me understand youre mynd here in (and of 
another letter that I wrote to the queenes Msfi^ con- 
ceminge proceadings withe the lordes and gentilmen 
heere,) withe suche expedicion as conueniently may 
be ; the god of heauyne longe preserve your honnor, 
and stire up a dilligent care in you to helpe and com- 



Digitized 



by Google 



ORIGINAL LETTERS. 221 

fort [this] afflicted chirche. I have sent your honor 
a goshawke and a tarsell [by] this bearar, yf thes 
doo like you, I maye happe another yere helpe you 
withe more, from S. Patrikes this xvi of July 
1565. 

Tour honnors at comandment. 

Ad. Armachan. 

To the right honorable S' Willam 
Cecile, knight, princip&il secretory to the Queenes Ma^^* 

[endorsed]. 
16 July 1565. Archb of Armaugh 
to my M' by his broth'. 
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LXXVIII. 



Sir Thomas Cusack to Sir WUliam Cecil ffNeU 
sends the Dean of Armagh with presents to the 
QiAeen. There is none of his vocation more able 
to serve his Prince than the Dean. The north 
of Ireland would have great cause to refoice if 
he was made Primate. The present Primate to 
be freferred to a better dignity. (yNeil to be 
rewarded. The Dean's virttums exhortations have 
produced good order in the north. 

August 23, 1565. [Orig. Holograph.] 

The promotion of Terence Daniel, Dean of Armagh, to that Archi- 
episcopal Throne, though repeatedly recommended hy the ministers 
of Elizabeth, allowed by the Queen herself, and accepted by the 
Dean, neyer took place ; it appears to have been preyented by 
Loffcus, who was much opposed to the Native, or Irish Clergy. See 
XLVII. CXVI. CXIX. 

Extract. 

— And for that Onel hath feent over the Deane of 
Armaugh w^ presents to her Ma% being a wyse and 
discreate gent, who can and will declare to youre 
honoure the state of all the North, and of Onels 
proceadings uppon the Scotts, w*^ souche aunsweres 
as he made to Jeames M^ Donel, upon request of 
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his inlardgement, all w«^ matters by my last Ires 
I did advertyse directly and truly, according to 
his owne privat Ires directed to me: I do omitt, 
therfore, to trouble youre wysdome w* more adver- 
tysement therof, and the said Deane was the more 
deasirous to goe into England in these busines to 
see your honoure, assuring the same that ther ys 
none of his vocaffin so hable to serve the prynce in 
the affayres of the north, and all other march ^ causes 
as he ys, who in all my proceadings w' Onel did 
showe himself a wyse, fayethfiill, and true subiect; 
and for his well doing therin, deserued thanks and 
reward: and doe also assure youe, yf he were 
preferred to that dignity that was nominated and 
appointed for him, all those parts of Ireland should 
have great cause to reioyce ; and standing w^ youre 
honourable pleasure, I wishe your good mayster- 
shippe would be a meane for the same. And the 
L. premate here to be p'ferred to a better dignity, 
(being well wourthy;) and it were uerry requisit 
that Onels creacon and other his requests were 
ended, ffor then assuredly he would prove as duti- 
full a subjecte as any in Ireland of lik calling in 
all services, and according to the humble request of 
my former Ires to her Ma^% and standing with her 
princely pleasure, it shall doe well her highess writ a 

^ March camesy i. e, disputes connected nvith the Marches or bor- 
ders of the Pale. 
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Ire of thancks to the said Onel for his good service 
withe reward, and then her highnes may trust 
assuredly to have him at comaundement, to yeld all 
things that shalbe requyred, w^ ys greatly to be 
eonsydered ; in this I have bene a greate travailer, 
bringeing him to her Ma^^ devo^n, w^^ of truth was 
a thing easely done, for any outward showe I could 
peroeyve in him; and the soner the deane be 
dispatched, the better it ys; for his being in the 
company of Onel, do not putt him [only] in remem- 
brance of his duty, but also the rest of the gentle- 
men of the contrey to her Ma^^ with preaching and 
good and vertuouse exhortacons ; to whose preaching 
and talk they giue great fayth, grounding himself 
therein uppon the Gospell and the Epistle, reproving 
synnCy and declaring howe euy man should lyve by 
his owne, w^'^out the raven or spoyle of other, and to 
lyve in the feare of God, and obedyence of their 
prynce ; whose preaching to them in souch sort I 
have herd ofte tymes. Through w*^** occacoii that 
country ys mouche the more reduced to good order, 
so as no lik contrey in Ireland ys so well at this 
p'nt, wherby euiy man may lyve by his owne in 
souche sort as marchauntemen and all others, as well 
foreners as countreymen, may passe through the 
contrey w*** theyre merchaund", or any other thing, 
w*^out feare of robbing, by day or night, w*^ is verey 
rare to here the lik. — 
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LXXIX. 

Adam Lofius, Archbishop of Armagh^ to Sir William 
Cecil. SL Patrick's the fittest place in the land 
for a common place of learning. The old [arch-'] 
bishop of Dublin to be called home, and replaced 
by one willing to resign the Prebendal stalls Sfc. 
Poverty alone hath prevented his presence, or that 
of the Bishop of Meath, in order to press this 
matter. Suit for the Rectory of Dunboyne. To 
beware of one Johnson, who sueth for the Bishop^ 
rick of Ossory. 

October 8, 1565. [Orig. Holograph.] 

Loftus probably little thought when he penned the following 
letter, that in less than two years he would be himself in the 
position of him who was to '^ be warely dealt with-all," as Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, and himself interested, *' for his private profit," 
in the bestowing of the Prebendal Stalls, and thus defeating, as he 
actually did, the plan of the Government in converting St. Patrick's, 
''the fittest place in the kind for a place of learning," into a Uni* 
versity. 

Could the ** one Johnson," against whom Cecil was warned, be the 
same with William Johnson, of whom Wood, in his Fcuti Oxonienses, 
[part i. col. 118. ed. Bliss] says, '< The Cat. of fellows of that house 
[ All-s. Coll.] saith that he was afterwards Dean of Dublin, and Bishop 
of Meath, in Ireland; whempon, recurring to the Commentary 
of Irish Bishops, written by Sir James Ware, I could find no such 
person ?" [See Harris's Ware, vol. i. p. 165.] 

As I certeynly knowe. Right honorable, your toward* 
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nes and herty de8i[re to] preserve a common place 
of leaminge in this rude and ignorant c[ountry], 
BO will I, (leaving all arguments of perswasion as 
superfluous^) precede in sheawinge myne opinion 
the next and readiest waye to bringe the same to 
perfection ; only assuringe your honnor as the want 
thereof, hathe browght a generall disordre in this 
land, so the hauinge, will not only bringe godly 
quieatnes withe good ordre, but also ppetuall fame 
and praise to her highnes, but commendation to 
your honour as to the cheefe instrument in preferr- 
inge the same ; As S. Patrykes (lest charginge her 
highnes and readiest for that porpose) ther-for is the 
fittest place in the land, and as I am by her gracious 
liberalyte placed in the deanry, as well willinge to 
forder this woorice as any man els, so the olde 
bisshoppe, a man (yf I shall saye my opinion) as 
un-willinge to this, as to furder anny other our 
busines, to be provided for at home, and in the 
bisshopprike one placed as willinge faythfully to 
ioyne w* me, as I w* him, bothe we shall procure 
the voluntary resignation or just deprivation of all 
the gansayers, and placinge favorers of the mat- 
ter, then folowethe the full resignation in to her 
higheues hands of the bisshope, the deane, and the 
chapter, to doo w*all what her gracious will shall be ; 
and as the geuinge of the prebends, w* other thinges 
therunto appertayninge, is a speciall ornament of the 
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bisshopprike^ so he that shalbe placed^ is warely to 
be delt withe-all^ lest, beinge once placed for his 
privat profitt, this common benefite may be hin- 
derid ; for myne owne parte, as inwardly I desire to 
se an happy ende of this necessary woorke, so I com- 
mitt my selfe wholy to her Ma^% whos care I knowe 
will be suche, as I may haue where withe-all to 
live^ more then whiche I looke not for. I have 
written muche of this effect to my very good lord 
th^erle of Lecester, and withe my worke fellowe and 
brother^ the bisshope of Methe, haue also written 
to her highnes, all whos hertes I pray god to moue 
w^ his speciall grace effectually to take in hand this 
so necessary a woorke, as by whiche his glory may 
be fordered, and this poore cimtry relevid. Throne 
of us, I meane my lord of Meathe or my selfe (wer it 
not for ueiy pouerty) had suerly c°me our selfe, 
neuer to leaue, but lyke the widowe in the gospell 
withe importune sute, tary sume ende of this matter ; 
we haue therfor sent this younge man, whom this far 
I dare commend to be honest, zelous, and, for his 
tyme, not meanly leamid. Thus w^ my humble sute 
concerninge my broother for the rectory of Dun- 
boyne, that your honour will have him in remem- 
brance, I humbly take my leave, withe one spe- 
ciall request more ; your honour will take good care 
whome you preferre to chirche promotion here. I 
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heere saye ther is one lohnson suithe for the 
bisshopprike of Osseiy, of whome I beseache you, 
beware, from Termonfeghone this x of octobre 
1565. 

Tour honoures assured at comandment, 

Ad Armachan. 

To the right honourable Sir Willam 
Cedle, knight, principall secre- 
tare to the Quenes most exoelent 



[endorsed.] 

X 8bris^ 1565. Tharch b. 
of Armaugh to my M' 
for the deanry of S* Pa- 
tricks to be eployed for 
lerg. 
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LXXX. 

Sir Henry Sidney ^ Lord Deputy y to Sir William Cecil 
Begs that the Bishopricks of Ossory and Cashel be 
not granted till Sydney unites out of Ireland; his 
conceipt is^ to remove the Primate of Armagh to 
those Seesj and to place the Dean of Armagh 
in the Primacy. 

, November 24, 1565. [Orig. Holograph.] 

Sir William Cecil, as appears by his answer to this letter in the 
S. P. O. under date of the 23rd of December, 1565, assured Sir 
Henry that ''he would never advise any resolutions in matter of 
moment without his. advice." However, as we shall see hereafter, 
other influence prevailed, and the changes contemplated here never 
took place. 

[Extract.] 

— S', I here that earnest sute is made to her maiesty 
for the bushopryk of Osseiy & Cashell^ I beseche 
you most hartely, and that for the sarvyce of the 
queene^ that you wyll procure the stay of it untyll 
you shall here from me out of Ireland ; my concept 
& Intendment is thys, to remove the prymate of 
Ardmagh to those sees^ & to place the dean of 
Ardmagh in y t^ by the translatyon the primat shall lose 
no thyng, but inioy lyke dyngnyte in effect whyche 
he dyd, more lyuyng, & in a more cyuyll place^ & a 
greater flock to understand hym than he had before ; 
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&, on the other part^ the dean greatly pleased^ who 
is as able to dyrect Shane [O'Neill] * as you & all the 
concell are to dyrect me ; & I beleue he wyll do well, 
& iieryly thynk whyle I govern thear he wyll do no 
euyll. S', trust me thys is a matter of great conse- 
quens, & therfore I beseche you, ether send me 
auctoryte thus to dyspose & place, if I shal so 
thynk good, & can, or at least stay the graunt to 
any, tyll [you] eftsones hear from me ; beleue me, 
S% mutch by thys mean may be wroght w'*» Shane, 
for godys loue stay at least. I tary here only for 
wynd, whych, god ons sendyng, I wyll not be 
wyllyng [to] omyt to go to the see. I have no 
more but my most harty coiiiendatyonys & my 
wyues doon to you to my lady your wyfe, & fo. my 
lady Bacon. I wysh to you all a long, quyet, & happy 
lyfe. from Chester thys 24 of November 1565. 
Yourys, Vnfaynedly yourys, 

H, Sydney. 

To the right honorable S^ Willin 
Cyeell knight, principall Secre* 
tory to the Queues most exce- 
lentMatie 

[endorsed.] 

24 9^r 1666. 
S' H Sidney L. Deputy of Irland to 
my M' from Chester. 

^ For the submission made (anno 1663) by Shane, or John O'Neill, 
son of Con(iciu8, late Earle of Tirone, see O'Donovan's translation of 
the Annals of the Four Masters, vol. ii. p« 1688, note. 
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LXXXI. 



Sir William Cecil to Sir Henry Sidney^ Lord Deputy 
of Ireland. The bearer^ Mr. Christopher Gaffney, 
Chaplain to the Earl of SusseXy to be Bishop of 
Ossory, if Sidney shall please to recommend him. 

March 1, 1565-6. [Orig.] 

This letter appears to have crossed one from Sidney to Cecily 
dated from Dublin, March 3, 1565-6, in which he says : — ** The 
primat of Ardmagh would fayn he Archbushop of Cashell w^l^ 
Ossery, sure, S', both for church & cuntre causes, he shal be able to 
do mutch more good thear, than whear he ys. I besech you, let me 
know your opynyon inyt,for I wyll no furder perswade it tyll I know 
yt, but thys I know, both godys cause & the queenys shall mutch 
be adyanced by yt" 

The promotion of Gafiiey to the see of Ossory eventually took 
place ; he was not, however, consecrated till May, 1567. [See XC] 

After my right harty comendacons to yo' good Lord- 
ship, Before yo' going over thither, my Lord of 
Sussex made request for the pferring of his Chaplen, 
M' Christopher Gaffney, to the Busshoprick of 
Ossery, and forasmuch as it were necessary to have 
the nomber of those men encreased, and not to 
remayn as they do presently voyde, to th'intent 
there might be some good don" in those parts, that 
the people might be taught and instructed better 
than I think they be. And that this bearer, my L". 
X 2 
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said Chaplain^ being of that contrey^ mighty for his 
understandings serve well the toume & rome. It 
may please you (being acquainted^ as I understand, 
of the ability of him to serve there) to recomend him 
hither as yo' L. shall think mete ; for in all such 
offics of charge there, her ma^ will be pleased to 
place such men as yo° shall think metest for the 
placs ; and so leaving the consideration of this parties 
desert and service to yo' good recoinendation, wher 
upon her Ma^^® may determin her furder pleasure in 
this his sute, I leave to troble yo' L. — from Grenew** 
the first of March 1565. 

Your L. at Com : 



To the right honoable mj 
uery good lord S' Henry 
Sidney, Knight of Grar- 
ter. Lord Deputy the 
Realm of Irlond &*^ 

[endorsed.] 

Martii 1566. 
M' Secretary for Gaffeney 
to be bisshopp of Ossery. 



W. Cecill. 
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LXXXII. 



Sir Henry Sidney, Lord Deputy, and the Council of 
Ireland, to the Lords of the Privy Council in Eng- 
land, in answer to the Instructions of the 5th of 
October, 1565. Diligence of the Archbishops of 
Armagh and Dublin, and the Bishop of Meath, 
Work of Reformation goeth slowly forward. Decay 
of Churches, ^c. Survey of the College of St. 
Patrick's. Alienations. 

April 15, 1566. [Original.] 

One is rather surprised in reading the following dispatch, to find 
the Archbishop of Dublin [Hugh Curwin], ^ the old unprofitable 
workman " alluded to before [see LXXII.]^ praised for his fruitful 
preaching and setting forth of God's glory. This apparent contra- 
diction is however explained when the signatures to the dispatch are 
examined, and that of the Archbishop in question, found with those 
of the other Prelates. His Grace could not be expected to omit his 
own name in the general praise of the principles of the reforming 
Bishops. 

Extract. 

— ^And for the Residew of her Ma*" said Instrucions 
digested into fowre principall partes ; y t may lyke 
your tt to be advertised; that as to the first article 
of the first parte, I, her Ma** deputye, and the residew 
of her counsell here, w°^ ar laye men", can no lesse 
X 3 
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then (as trewthe is) declare for Th'archebisshops of 
Dublyn" and Ardmaghe and the Busshopp of Methe, 
that they ar diligent in the function of their ofiyces 
pastorall, as well in often^ and frutefuU preachings 
and setting furthe of gods glory and trewe Christian 
Relligion themsellfs, as also in the earnest calling on 
and loking to the other pastores* and ministers with- 
in their provinces and dioc's to do the lyke ; and ar 
earnest and careful! exhorters and oversears over the 
residew under their chardge, to reduce them by all 
good meanes owt of erro' and contempte of god- 
lynesj unto right belief and trewe devotion; and 
lykewise on the ptie of me her Ma** deputye, with 
the rest of her counsell here^ our best endevoir (by 
gods grace) hath been^ and shall be^ botbe by good 
example and eamestnes^ and by all other good 
meanes, to maynteyne and further the same there, 
and throughe owt all this Realme universally. 
Howbeit that for all this, yt gothe slowely forward, 
bothe within their said three diocesses (by reason of 
the former erro" and supersticons inveterated and 
levened in the peoples hartes ; and in wante of ly- 
vings sufficient for fitt intreteynement of well chosen 
and learned curates empngest them, for that those 
livings of cure beeng mooste parte appropriated bene- 
fices in the Queens Ma** possession, ar letten by 
leases unto fiarmers w*** allowance or reservacon of 
very small stipendes or entretreynementes for the 
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vicars or curates^ besides the decay of the chauncells, 
and also of the churches universally in ruyne> and 
some wholie downe5) and owt of their said dioces^ 
the remote pts of Mounster, Conhaghte, and other 
the Irish contrees and borders thereof (saving the 
comissioners for the ecclesiasticall causes haue tray- 
veled w^^ some of the bisshops and other their minis- 
ters residing in the civile and neerer pts^) order 
cannot yet so well be taken w^^ the residewe untill 
the countrees be first brought into more civile and 
dewtifuU obedience. I, the Deputye^ haue geuen 
chardge to the said busshoppes to make diligent 
searche^ and to certifie me in the nexte tearme of 
euery the sayd decayed chauncels and churches yn 
their dice's^ and also of the wante and vaccancie of 
curates, upon w^^ certificat the pties faultie therein 
shall be called before us^ and straight order taken 
w*^ them for the reedifyeng of them, and also for the 
supplye of wante and vaccancie of curates, and so 
(as we may) we shall precede for the rest of the 
Realme. — 

To the seconde article thereof, a suruey was taken 
of the foundation and state of the CoUedge of Saynt 
Patricks, by S' Thomas Wrothe and S' Nicholas 
Arnold, and (as S' Nicholas Arnold saythe) was 
caryed over by S' Thomas Wrothe to be shewed 
unto your ft with their oppynyons, certified according 
the chardge of their coinission, for the best meane of 
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refourming thereof; and I^ the Archebusshopp of 
Dublyn, shall, according her Ma^ comaundment, 
forbeare from the absolute presentacon of eny pson 
to be prebend there untill her highnes pleass' 
further knowen. The lyvings of the prebendes ar 
mooste pte in benefices with cure, and they for the 
more parte aged men, who, with the rest of the 
ministers of that college, according the rules of the 
same, geve their dewe attendance on that collegiate 
churche, daylie doeng dyvyne grvice, and devocon 
with dewe reverence and harmonye convenyant, and 
some of them do preache also. Neuertheles, they 
have been treated with by us, th^archebusshops and 
busshop of Dublyn, Ardmaghe, and Methe, and ar 
founde conformable to departe withe suche porcon of 
their lyvinges as shall be thought fitt by her high* 
nes for the settyng furthe and maynteniice of learn- 
ing and teaching for this Realme. And for that the 
survey and oppynyon of the former coiiiissioners 
aforesaid is already there to be shewed to your ft., 
and related to her Ma**«, we have stey ed of preceding 
further therein, untill thereuppon it may lyke your 
tt. to procure her highnes further pleass'^ to be signy- 
fied unto us. 

To the thirde article thereof, we knowe not as yett 
of anny alienations or wastes suffered to be made by 
the clergye, nor of any appropriacons of benefics by 
them putt in vse, nor that the clergy of this Realme 
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ar greatly enclyned to offende in that parte^ except 
the alienacons or wasts donne by the Busshop of 
ffemes^^ who to the use of his sonnes hath putt awaye 
the moost pte of the living of his busshoprick ; for 
the y^\ and other the lyke w*^** might hereafter 
happen. Remembrance for remedy and proviso shall 
be had against the next pliament. 
To the fourth and last article thereof, the comission- 
ers for the causes ecclesiasticall do (as they may,) 
precede therein, how beyt slowly for the causes afore- 
sayde. — 

[The dispatch is signed by] H. Sydney. 

H. Diblin Cane. 
Ad. Armachan. 
lo : Plunket. 
NychS Bagenall. 
Francs Agarde. 
W. Pitzwilliam. 
Robt Dyllon. 
James Bath. 
Henry Draycott. 

> Alexander Deverenx, Bishop of Fernes, of whom Harris [Ware, 
voL i p. 445] says that be made several leases in favour of his rela- 
tions and others, to the great detriment of his See. He died at 
Fethardy in 1666, having been Bishop of Femes almost twenty-seven 
years, and was buried there in the chancel of the parish Church. 
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LXXXIII. 



Sir Henry Sidney, Lord Deputy of Ireland, to Sir 
William Cecil. The Bishop ofMeath [HughBrady^ 
the most fit to be Archbishop of Dublin. The Arch- 
bishop of Armagh to sfucceed the Bishop ofMeath. 

April 23, 1566. [Orig. Holograph.] 

The translation of Hugh Corwin, Archbishop of Dublin, to the 
see of Oxford, had been just determined on, and is mentioned in 
a letter from the Queen to the Lord Deputy, under date of March 
28, 1666 ; it did not take place, however, till the following year, 
when Loftus succeeded him as Archbishop of Dublin. Harris tells 
OS, ^ that it is not to be admired that Loftus sought a translation 
from the primatical see to the Archbishoprick of Dublin ; the 
north was then ruined by the rebellion of Shane O'Neil, and 
Armagh afforded but little profit ;" and we see here that it was 
eren contemplated that ^'he would willingly eufAiOM his estate to 
encrease so much his revenue," by accepting the Bishoprick of 
Meath instead of the Primacy. 

S% as yt pleasid the Queenis Ma*^ graciously to 
determin the translacon of the Archebisshop of 
Dublin to Oxforde, so yt were not amisse to re- 
solve who shuld be presented to the place uppoii 
his removing hence^ wherein the bisshop of Meeth 
is, in my opinion, the fyttest to succede both for his 
sufficiency in preachings wherin he is equall to the 
best of the bisshops here, and for his graue iudge- 
ment in Counsell, wherin he farre excedith the rest; 
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nether is he inferior to enie in good example of life, 
and mainteance of hospitality. 

The primate of Armagh were the metest allso to be 
his successor, who I suppose wold thankfully receiue 
the exchange, and willinglie embase his estate to 
encrease so much his reuenue. Her highnes shuld 
Wynne the first frutes of iij bisshopricks, and 
neuertheles the pties bound to acknowledge her 
Mat' gracious favour. 

I ment to haue written to this effect of myne owne 
hande, but the hasty depture of this bearer, and 
myne owne slowe writing is the cause that I use my 
mans hand herein, wherof I desiere to be excusid. 
At Killmainehan", the 23 of Aprill 1566. 

Your uery assured at comand, 

H. Sydney. 

I besech youj S', tender thys. 

To the right ho'^^able S' 
Wiftm Cecil, knight, her 
Maty' Secretary. 

[endorsed.] 

23 April 1566. 
L. Deputy to my M' 
Meth to y« Archb : of Dublin, 
Armaugh to Meth. 
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LXXXIV. 

Hugh Curwin, Archbishop of Dublin, to Queen Eliza- 
beth. Thanks for the Bishoprick of Oxford, which 
it was her Highnesses pleasure to bestow upon 
him. . 

April 24, 1566. [Orig. Holograph.] 

It maye please yo' moost excellent Maiestie to be 
adv^tised, that the right hono'able^ and my especyall 
good Lorde^ the L. deputie here, shewed me latelye 
a letter of yo' moost excellent Maiesties unto him, 
wherein yo' said Maiestie (of yo' bountifuU and 
gratious goodnes towards me) signifyed him that it 
was yo' highnes pleasure to bestowe upon me the 
busshopricke of Oxforde, w®** proceded of yo' moost 
godly dispositions, w'**out any deservinge upon my 
parte ; ffor, servinge yo' Maiestie here in this realme^ 
I was not hable to deserve the hundrethe parte of 
such yo' highnes gratious goodnes; but althowghe 
I must confesse my said service not to be suche as 
my dutie was to doe, yet was it done with all my 
hart, to the best of my power, w*^ whiche (I thanke 
god) I pleased the cuntrey here indifferently, and 
there I trust to doe yo^ highnes service w* more 
healthe of body than I have had here, and therefore 
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moost humbly I thanke 70' moost noble ma^^ for the 
same^ acknowledgeinge bothe my self and all my 
frinds, not only to be moost bounde to render unto 
yo' highnes alwaies o' moost humble thanks, but 
also duringe our liffes, o' dailye prayers for the 
p'servacon of yo' moost excellet Ma**« in healthe, 
longe life, and prosperities w*^ vietorie against all 
yo' enemyes. firom Dublin the xiiiith of Aprill 
1566. 

Yo' Ma**®* moost bounden subjecte, 
chaplyn, and dayly orato', 

H. Dublin, you' Cane. 

To the Qaenes most excel- 
lent Maiesiie, this be 
yeven. 

[endorsed.] 

23 April, 1666. 
Archb. of Dublin Cha'cell" 
of Irland, to the Q. 
Mati« 
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LXXXV. 

Adam LoftuSy Archbishop of Armagh, to Sir William 
Cecil, in favour of Hugh Brady, Bishop of Meath, to 
be translated to the Archbishoprick of Dublin. Suit 
of the bearer [Mr. Vernon']. 

April 29, 1566. [Orig.] 

After my right hartie comendaconns unto 70' honor, 
where I understand Th'archebisshop here of Dublin 
is by her Ma^ sent for whome, and consyderinge the 
p'nte state of the decaid Churche of Ireland, and the 
sute made by myself and the Bysshop of Meathe for 
tumynge this howse to the comon Bnefyte of learn- 
ing, I thought it my dutie to become an humble 
Suter unto yo' honor to be a meane hir Ma^® will 
make some good choise of one for that rowme, who 
may, in joyning ffaithefully w*** me, either bringe the 
former purpose to some good effecte, or, if the coun- 
trie be not so happie to receave suche a blessinge, 
yet we may reforme this Churche, and bringe it to a 
better state than it is ; and if yo' honor will haue my 
opinion in makinge choise of some ffytt person, I 
thincke none more fiytter (aswell for the respecte 
before rehersed, as for sondrie others) than the 
Bysshop of Meathe; and having said thus muche 
for that mater, I am driven to become an humble 
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Suter for the Berer herof (if I be not muche de- 
ceyued^) an honeste man ; he mindethe to ende the 
reste of hia tyme here m this land (wherof I am verie 
glad ;) his sute is for a litle thinge in Rathouthe ^ ; he 
is worthy of a good thinge. I beseache yo' honor 
he may haue some ffituor, the rather at my requeste. 
So lovingly takinge my leave^ firom my house at 
Saincte Patriks, this 29 of Ap'lL 

Yo' hono's duringe lif to comaunde. 

Ad. Armachan. 

To the onable S' W^ 

[Cecill] Knight, prindpall 
secretary to the quenes Ma^^® 

[endorsed] 

29 Aprilis 1666. Bisshop of 
Armach to my Mr.* 

1 Ratoatb, in the county of Meath, thirteen miles north of Dublin. 
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LXXXVI. 

Hugh Brady , Bishop of Meath^ to Sir William CecU. 
Suit of Mr. Vernon. The Lord Deputy is gone 
to Dundalk to see if O^Neil will come to any good 
end. The two young men from Cambridge re- 
ceived. 

April 29, 1566. [Orig. Holograph.] 

My dueti most hubli to yo' honou% I ame bold ons 
again to be an hu'ble sueter for my veri frend M' 
Vernon ; he is minded to lede the rest of his life in 
this land, wherof I am not a litle glad, wishing ther 
were mani such; he sueth for an old castle in 
Rathouth, not far from my house, and mindeth, when 
it shal cu into his handes, to do su cost on it, 
wherof it hath great nede. I besech yo' honou' he 
mai by this my hiible sute the rather obtain the same, 
with this condition, I will not hereafl' be troublesu 
for the like ; this present dai goeth my L. deputi 
with the rest of the consail, accompanied with a m 
horses, to Dondalke, to se if O Nele will cu to anny 
good end, wherof ther is great doubt; his pride, 
joined with his tirafini, is intoUerable ; he hath of 
late spoiled the ciitri of mac Gwire, taking certain 
castles, and putting ward of his oun in them; he 
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hath also taken O Doneles brother^ and veri cruelli 
put him to deaths and by report killed vi or vii score 
of his men ; sudri outrages he doth co'mitt^ and I 
feare will do more ; he is feared of the Irishri ; the 
rest are in meteli good quiet and bettre will, if anny 
ordre be none taken with this mS; my L. deputie is 
well liked here with al sortes, his paines deserveth 
no lesse ; I haue by yo' meanes receued a yong ma 
from Cambrig; I hertali thanke you for it; my L. 
primat hath an other ; I prai God send you a long 
and an happi life ; . from Dublin, this 29 of April. 

Yo' honoures during my life. 

H. Mideii. 

yght 

able Sr 

Im Cecfle 
knyght prindpall seeretery 
to the quenes Ma^ 

[endorsed] 

xxix Aprilis 1666. 
B of Meth to my M' 
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LXXXVII. 

Sir Henry Sidney, Lord Deputy, to the Lords of the 
Privy Council, recommending Daniel Cavenagh to 
be appointed Bishop o/LeighUn. 

May 18, 1566. [Orig.] 

The decease of Thomas Field, Bishop of Leighlin, according to 
Ware, took place the Friday before Palm Sonday, 1667* The 
date ahoold be 1566. The QjueeA'a letter for the appointment of 
Daniel Cavenagh is dated April 10, 1567, and Ware states that he 
was consecrated in St. Patrick's, Dablin, by Hagh Curwin, Archbishop 
of Dablin. He died on the 4th of April, 1587. 

My duetie done to yo' tt: at my late retume out of 
my journey made in Leinster^ I understode of the 
deth of the late incumbent in the Bisshopricke of 
Laughlyn, to whose place and office I haue bene 
emestly entreatid to comende one Daniell Cavenaugh, 
a gentelman of those pts^ and a pfessor of Divinity. 
And allthough I have considerid the smallness of the 
benefice to be such, as (not amounting to one hun- 
dreth pounds by the yere of this money,) fewe wold 
have acceptid the dignitie w^ so small comodity: 
yet finding this gentellman enhabled by the welth 
and strength of his firends in those pts to be a good 
Srvaunt to the Queene for the preservacon of Justice, 
wherof that Countrey hath great nead, I have her- 
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kened the rather to that w®^ might be said in his 
comendacon and leming, and for his hability to dis- 
chardge that function ; and haue now receuid good 
comendacon aswell from the Archebisshoppes of 
Armagh and Dublin, and from the Bisshop of Methe, 
testifieng his sufficienty and ability to preach, as 
allso from the Deane and Chapter of Laughlin afore- 
said, wherof he was a member, by all which, being 
well satisfied of his leming, hability, and honest 
conuersation, I haue thought good to recomende 
bym to yo' ft: to th'ende that by yo' meanes I may 
receive direction from her Ma^ for his presentacon. 
And so I humbly take my leave. At Killmaineham, 
the 18**^ of May, 1566. 

Yotir ft bounden & obedyent. 

H. Sydney. 

To the light honorable my suiguler 
good lords the lords of her Ma^ 
prieuey Counsell. 

[endorsed] 

18 May 1566. L deputy of Irland to 
the Counsell, for DaniellCavanagh 
to be B of Laughlyn. 
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LXXXVIII. 

Hugh Curwin, Archbishop of Dublin, and Lord Chan- 
cellor of Ireland, to Sir William Cecil. Desires 
permission to leave Ireland before next winter. 
Another Archbishop to be appointed with speed: 
if the see stands vacant, much of the lands will be 
piffered by Irishmen. 

May 21, 1566. [Orig.] 

My humble comendacons premysed unto yo' right 
honorable mastershippe, whear yt hath pleased the 
qunes most excellent Maiestie to signyffie her most 
graciouse pleasure hyther to bestowe upon me the 
busshoppericke of Oxford, considering my sicknes 
and inhabiUitie heare longer to Srve ; I am so bould 
upon yo' said good M'shippe, all though I haue not 
deSred any thing of yo' bono' for the goodnes that 
I haue hearetofor found in yo^, to desyer yo' said 
honorable M'shipp to moue her Maiestie that yt 
myght stand with her graciose pleasur that I myght 
come hence befor the winter next ; for I am heare in 
the winter so sicke, and lycke wise weke, as hearto- 
fore I haue ben scante hable to pass yt ouer with 
liffe; and very glad wold I be, if it might stand with 
her graciouse pleasur, to come awaye in such tyme as 
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I mought pvid fire for winter, and haye for my 
horsses ; moreou", yt should be well done of her high- 
nes, aft' my going away hence, to appoint an other 
Archbusshoppe with spid ; for yf the see stand va^ 
cant, muche of the lands wilbe pilfered awaye by 
irishmen, and the howsses spoylled, which nowe 
I shall leave in good estate^ . Thus am I bould to 
truble yo' bono' with my rude suttes, not hable to 
recompence the same with any thing saue my prayer, 
which yo' bono' shalbe assuried of during my lif, 
as knowithe God, who long preSve yo' honorable 
M''shippe in good helthe, and increase yo' bono'. 
At Dublin, the xxi^ of Mail, 1666. 

Yo' bono" at Comaundment. 



H. Diblin Cane. 



To the right Honorahle Sir WilPm 
Siatell knyghty principal! secretory 
to the qu^nes Mft^S be theis geuen 
with speid. 



[endoirsed] 

21 Maii, 1566. Arch b. of Dublin 
Ghikuncelli^ of Irland to my M' for his 
retome befor winter. 
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LXXXIX. 

Sir Henry Sidney, Lard Deputy of Ireland, to Sir 
WilUam CecU, recommending the suit of the Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, to be disburthened forthwith of 
his office, and to have the last half yearns rent of the 
Bishqprick of Oxford. 

May 22, 1566. [Orig.] 

S% after my most hartie comendacons. The Arche 
Bisshop of DubliQ (who imputeth all his good happe 
of his revocation to my Lord of Lecester and yow, as 
by whose mediation he hath receiued comfort and 
favo' from the Queens Maty,) hath bene vearie emest 
w^ me to recomende unto you his desier to be dis- 
burdenid forthw^ of his office here, alleadgyng 
his infirmity of the pallsey, and therby his dishability 
to travell towards winter, adding to this his desier 
of spedy deptur hence^ an humble seute to bee re- 
lieued and recompensid for his long service w^^ the 
last half yeres rent of the Bishoprick of Oxforde. I 
have weied his requests meete to receive my comen- 
dacon, the one being necessary for her Ma*« Service, 
if an other Chauncello^ more sufficient for the place 
might forthw^^ be appointid, the other honorable for 
her highnes to graunt, wherin his long continuid 
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faithfull service shuld receive a contentid recom- 
pence^ both w*^ I laie befor you, desiring yo' accus- 
tomid favo' to pswade thes his honest petticons. 
And so I bed you most hartely farr well, from Kyll- 
mainham, the xxiij of May, 1566. 

Tour assured freynd to comand, 

H. Sydney. 

To the right honorable S' Williu 
Cicill Knighty her Ma^ princypall 
Secretary. 

[endorsed.] 

23 Maii 1506. L. Deputy of Irland 

to my M'for tharchb of Dublin. 
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XC. 

Sir Henry Sidney, Lard Deputy of Ireland, to the 
Lords of the Privy Council in England, in favour of 
the bearer Christopher Gaffeney, to be Bishop of 
Ossory, enclosing two letters from Curunn, Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, and Brady, Bishop of Meath, in 
his commendation. 

June 8, 1566. [Orig.] 

Christopher Grafhey, Prebendftry of Tipper, in St. Patrick's, Dublin, 
was adranced to the see of Ossory, by Letters Patent, dated the 7th 
of May, 1667 ; was restored to the temporalities the day following, 
and was consecrated in St Patrick's Church, Dublin, the same month. 
He died on the 3rd of August, 1576, and was buried in a chapel on 
the north ride of the choir of the cathedral church of St. Caniee, in 
Kilkenny, Gafney had been chaplain to the Earl of Sussex. [See 
LXXXI.] 

Myne humble deutie done unto yo' 11. I have 
received sondrie letters from thence in the com- 
endacon of this bearer, S' Chfopher Gaffeney, 
requiring my opinion of hym to pswade his elec- 
tion to the Bisshoprick of Ossery; wherin after 
my accustomid maner of dealing w^ all such on 
whom I bestowe enie spirituall functions here, I 
haue instructed my self w*'^ the judgements of 
the bisshops, and uppon such conference as the 
Archbisshop of Dublin and the bishop of Methe 
haue had w*'^ hym, they have written unto me the 
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enclosed letters of his liability and sufficiency. And 
therefore^ building my comendacon uppon that w*^^ 
they haue certified^ and finding hyzn besides of good 
fame^ and well reported, I thought good to testyfie 
the same unto yo'^ 11, and to referre hym for his ad- 
vauncement to yo' honorable consideracons. And 
so I humbly ende, at Eillmainehm^ the viij^^ of June, 
1566. 

Your Lordshyppys Vmble and obedeyent 

H. Sidney. 

To the right honorable my smguler 
good Lordes the Lords of the 
Queue's Mat" most honorable prie- 
vie Counsell. 

[endorsed.] 
8 Jmiii 1566. L. Deputy of Irland 
to the counsell towching S' XP" 
Gaffiaey for the B. of Ossery. 



Inclosing. [Orig-] 

This berer, S' Xpofer Gafney (my very good L.) hav- 
ing in way of charitie requested me to say of him my 
knowledg & opinion^ aswell in life or conusacon, as 
in lerning or abilitie to serve in godes churche, I 
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thought it good this farre to do the same^ that as 

farre as ever I herde of other^ or knowe my self, he 

hath honestly & orderly behavid himself to the con- 

tentacion of his brethren ; and for his abilitie to do 

good in gods church, am bold to say, he is more then 

meanly lernid, joinyd w^ a good Judgment, and, to 

my deaming, well willing to his habilitie to further 

the establisshed religion. So humbly taking my leve, 

from my house of Sainct Spulcres, this xv of Maii, 

1566. 

T' L. for euer to comand. 

H Dublin Cane. 



[Orig. Holograph.] 

I have staled hitherto (my Singuler good L.) to 
comend this Bearer, S' Xpfer Gafhey, for that I had 
no great acquaintance w^ hym, and have therfore 
made diligent enquiry, aswell of his Lif & conusacon, 
as also, by conference w*^ hym self, of his ability to 
do good in gods churche ; and havinge so instructed 
myself by the meanes aforesaid, am bould nowe this 
farre forthe to comend hym to yo' L., hopinge by 
gods grace he will so behave hym self, as nether 
I shall forethinck thus muche to say of hym, nor yet 
yo' L. repent to be the meanes of his further ad- 



Digitized 



by Google 



ORIGIXAL LETTERS. 255 

vancement. So humbly takinge my Leave, ffrom 
my Chamber at Sainct Patricks, this xxij^^ of May, 
1566. 

To' L. most humblie in his daely praier, 

H. Miden. 



XCI. 

Adam Loftus, Archbishop of Armagh^ to the Lords of 
the Privy Council. That siu:h Bishops may be 
hereafter appointed in Ireland, as may be Bishops 
indeed. Thai a zealous and learned man may be 
placed in the See of Dublin ; and that St. Patrick's 
be turned into a College of the State. 

June 10, 1566. [Orig.] 

For the churche of gods sake, I wold wishe my self, 
right honorable, to haue suche credite and opynion 
of wisdome w^^ yow, that yow wold the better thincke 
of my suyte for the swetors sake. But I must desire 
yo' honors to tume yo' eyes from me altogether to 
the cause and swete yt selfe, w®'^ is for the poore 
chitrche of Ireland, that by yo* meanes unto the 
Queene her Maiestie, suche bisshopps hereafter from 
z 2 
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tjme to time maie be sente, as for their lerninge and 
zeale in god his bolie woorde, maie be bisshopps in 
deede. Ther bee sente bisshops to occupie almoste 
all the beste roomes in the Lande, of whose unhable- 
nes & untowardnes^ yf yt might doo good^ I wolde 
saie more ; But nowe, if yt like yo' honors, where 
yt is saide that the queenes Ma^® entendeth the 
removing of hym thatsittethe on the sea of Dublinge 
now, I beseche yow y* my swite towchinge the 
placinge there of a zealows and lemed man in god 
his holie woorde, to the queenes Ma*** by yo' honors 
maie be furthered to the uttermoste. The like hum- 
ble swite I make for S* Pattricks to be turned to a 
CoUedg of the state, whereof I make no mention, 
becawse M' Vicechamb'laine, bie instructions therof 
to hym by me yeven, can resolve you fullie therin. 
My singuler good Loordes, consider that this is not 
my swite alone, but y t is th'emeste praier of all those 
that desire the godlie and peaceable subiection to the 
queenes highnes. And, my good Lordes, remebf 
also that yow shall answ' before the tribunall seate 
of lesus Christe, yf this Lande perishe for wante of 
faithfuU and lemed teachers ; for the keyes of this 
realme are comytted to yow ; yow maie open the 
doore to whom yow will, yow maie shutt yt aienste 
whom yow liste. And [sic] will remeber yow in my 
poore praers to the lyvinge god for encrease of yo' 
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honors to his glorie^ and profite of his churche in 
Ireland, flfrom Dublin^ the x^^ of June, A" 1566. 

Tour good lordshipps all at comandm^ 

Ad. Armachan. 

To the right honorable my singoler 
good lordes the lordes of the queenes 
Ma^c* moete honorable privie coun- 
seiU. 

[endorsed] 
X Jnnii. 1066. Archb. of Armaugh to 
the Counsell for lemed busahops to 
be pUoed in Irland. 



XCIL 



Adam Lofius, Archbishop of Armagh, to Sir WiUiam 
Cecil, on the same subject. The case of the people to 
be pitied— -much fleeced and nothing at all fed. Mr. 
Vice-Chamberlain, tJie bearer, fuUy instructed of this 
matter. 

June 10, 1566. [Orig.] 

Right honorable, my dewtie remembered unto yow, 
yt comethe to passe oftentymes w^ is said in the 
proverbe, that w^ is spoken to all is spoken to none. 
I haue therfore, besydes my coen tres to all the 
honourable counsaile, severed (?) also in writinge to 
yo' honor, that yo' care being (as I hope) alredie 

z 8 
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greate for the aendinge of some ehoise^ godlie^ zeal^ 
ows^ and lerned man to succede hym that sitteth 
here presentlie in the bisahopricke of Dublinge^ 
might be (yf yt were possible,) encreased, at the 
leste contynued. Yo' honor knoweth right well that 
the Queenes highnes shall never have iuste obedi* 
ence, onles the cawse of the gospell be firste pro- 
moted; and alas, how can that bee, excepte suche 
sitte in cheofe placs eccliasticall as are of approved 
zeale and knowledge in god his holie lawe ; and for 
S^ Patricks to be turned into a howse of I^rninge ; 
I can not leave to hope but I shall haue yow a greate 
freende and fiirtherer of yt, according to that w*^ yo' 
honor hathe signified in yo' laste Ires, and the rather 
becawse yow seeme to pitie the co'uercyo of the 
tythes, co'trarie to the institution, firom the use of 
their pasters ; for if yo' bono' understoode how sim- 
pUe they are serued now, & heretofore haue beene, 
yow w<dd rather pitie the case of the peo{de, muche 
fleced and nothing at all fedd ; and th'erecting of the 
CoUedge, wherin manie godlie ministers and learned 
preachers shall be placed, wold discharge the", for 
that the benefics are almoste all w^in five miles of 
Dablynge ; wherfore yo* honor beinge lerned, and a 
publicke and professed patrone of lerned me, yt 
can not be but yow wiU be an eameste furtherer of 
this suyte, w*^ respectethe nothinge .but leminget 
I hone yeura M' Vichamberlaine further inatruetions 
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of this matter ; he therfore (yf y t like yo' honor) ii 
able to satisfie yow to the full, and my praiers shall 
not be wantinge for th'encrease of yo' honors care, 
ioyned w^^ good successe of godlines and leminge in 
bothe the churches of Englond and Ireland, ffirom 
Dublinge, the x^ daie of June^ A® 1566. 

Tour honors assured in Christ 

Ad. Armachan. 
To the right honorable S* Willyam 
Cycile, knight; principall Secretery 
to the (^eenes moste excellente 

Matle. 

[endorsed.] 
X Junii 1566. Arehb. of Armaugh 
to my M' by M' VicecEbhT 



XCIII. 



Adam Loftw, Archbishop of Armagh, to Sir William 
Cecil, in favour of Christopher Gajffhey, to be 
Bishop of Ossory. TTie place Irish, and none of his 
country birth more mate than he, 

June 17, 1566. [Orig.] 

See XC. for Sir Henry Sidney's Letter in favour of Ghifihey, en- 
closing the recommendations of Archbishop Curwin and the Bishop 
of Meath. 

It may please yo' bono'; where I understande this 
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bearer is comended by my L. Deputye and others 
here^ as fytte for the busshopricke of Osserye, ffor 
that the place is Iryshe^ and none of his eontrey 
birthe (that I knowe) more meter then he, I haue 
thought good not to deny hym my comendacon like- 
wyse, prayinge yo' bono' to geue hym suche favo' 
and furderance therein as the ease shall require, and 
I doubte not ye shall haue good cause to lyke well 
of [his?] service in that function, firom Dublin, the 
xvii of June, 1566. 

Your honours at comandment. 

Ad. Armachan. 

To the right honorable Sir Willm 
Cicile Knight, prindpall Secretary 
to the queues moete excellent 
Matie. 

[endorsed.] 
1 7 Juniiy 1 566. Archb. of Armaugh 
to W Sec7 for to be B. of 

Ossery. 
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XCIV. 



Adam Loftus, Archbishop of Armagh^ to Sir William 
Cecil. If Gaffney be made Bishop of Ossory, his 
Benefices to be bestowed on some fit and godly man, 
viz., Mr. Leche. 

June 26^ 1566. [Orig. Holograph.] 

''One Master Leohe, sometime servant to King Hemry VI 11.,'' 
was, no doubt, the same as William Leache the bearer of a letter 
from Archbishop Loffcos to the Earl of Leicester the preceding year 
[see LXYII.], where he is mentioned as having sustained great losses 
by the late Bishop of Kildare [Alexander Graik]. On the 9th of 
May, 1567, William Leech was presented to the Prebend of Tipper 
in the Cathedral of St. Patrick's, and on the 9th of October, had 
licence to hold with the same the Vicarages of Dunshoghlin and 
Donockmashe, in the Diocese of Meath. The prebend, and probably 
the livings, had been held by Gafney. [See Mason's St. Patrick's, 
Notes, LXXX.] 

It may please your honour^ where one Oafney is 
comendid unto you as fit for the Bushoprike of 
Ossery, w*'^ of it selfe is a lyberall stypend^ and a 
liuinge sufficient to maynetayne the state of the 
Bushope theere, I haue thought good to beseche 
your honour^ that yf he make sute to haue the bene- 
fices whiche he presently enioyethe in comedam^ it 
wold please you to stay them^ to be bestowen on 
some fit and godly man heere^ namely one Master 
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Leche, sumetyme servant to kinge Henry th'aight^ 
and nowe atendinge on the L. depute, one well 
knowne to your honour^ to whome thay ar promised 
uppon the preferment of the sayd Gafney. ffrom 
Dublin^ the xxvi of June, 1566. 

. Your 1 at comandment 



To the right honorable Sir 
WUnf Gcile, Knighty prin- 
cipal! Secretary to the 
qoenes moste excellent 

Matte. 



[endorsed.] 

26 Jnnii, 1566. Archb. of 
Armaugh to my M'. for 
Gaffneys living, yf he be 
p'ferred to the B. of Ossery 
to be bestowed on Leche. 



Ad. Armachan. 
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xcv. 

Adam LqftuSy Archbishop of Armagh, to Sir William 
Cecily recommending James Maccavill, or Mac 
Caghwelly to be Archbishop of CasheL 

July 3, 1566. [Orig.] 

James Mac Caghwell, or Maccavill, had been appointed Bishop of 
Down in 1664 [see LX.], but his consecration never took place ; 
for^ as appears by a former Letter [see LXIX.], '* he durst not 
travel to Downe, for doubt of bodily harm/' Shane O'NeiFs brother 
being in possession of the See by authority of the Bishop of Rome. 
Mac Caghwell was consecrated Archbishop of Cashel in 1567, and 
died m 1670. 

The celebrated John Jewel was Bishop of Salisbury at this period, 
and the Prelate, therefore, who reconmiended Mac Caghwell ; what 
opportunities he had of being acquainted with him does not appear. 

It may please yo' hono% eameste requeste hathe bene 
made to me to comende unto you James Macchawell^ 
this bearer^ as one fitt for the archbisshopricke of 
Cashel)^ and for that I had good testymonye of his 
lyfe and religyon from the busshoppe of Saulisbury 
and others at my laste beinge in Englande ; and the 
lyvinge beinge verie small, and not mete for any but 
of that contrey birthe, I am bolde to trouble you w*^ 
theis fewe lynes, and to beseche yo' hono' yt woulde 
please yow (the rather at my humble sute) to be the 
meane of his prefermente unto the sayde archebus- 
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shopricke ; & I double not he will so dutyfiilly use 
hymself therein, as ye shall haue good cause to lyke 
well of yo' choyse ; ffrom Dublin^ the iii of July. 

Tour honours at comandment. 

Ad. Armachan. 

To the right honorable S^ Willm 
Cieile Knight, prindpall Secre- 
tary to the quenea most excel- 
lent Ma^y. 

[endorsed.] 

3 July 1566. Archb. of Armangh 
to my Mr for James MachaweU 
to be Archb. of Cashell. 



XCVL 



Sir Henry Sidney^ Lord Deputy of Ireland, to Sir 
William Cecil. Imperfection of the Irish Bishops. 
Death of the Bishop of Femes. John Devereux, 
Dean ofFemes, recommended to succeed to that See, 
and to retain his Deanery in Commendam. 

August 19, 1566. [Orig.] 

The Bishop whose death is here mentioned, and who appears to 
have so unworthily filled the See of Ferns, was Alexander Devereux ; 
he was consecrated in 1639, and had therefore occupied this See 
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almost twenty-sev<)n years. Notwithstanding the opposition of Loftiis, 
he was succeeded by the John Devereux here recommended, who was 
consecrated in 1566, and allowed to retain his Deanery with the 
Bishoprick for five years : he died in 1578. The quarrel between 
Archbishop Loftusand the Bishop of Meath, explains, in some degree, 
the different opinions they severally held of the new Bishop. 

S^, I leue to the reporte of my lord primat in what 
pitiful! estate the ecclesiasticall causes in this Realme 
do staunde; where, hym self and the bisshop of 
Meethe exceptid, I finde fewe or none, ether worthe- 
lie to walk in his function, willing to refonne their 
^largie, or able ether to teache enie wholsom doc- 
trine, or to serve their Cuntrey or Coinen Welth as 
magistrates ; such is the impfection of o' irish bus- 
shops in this tyme, wherof one (the bisshop of 
ffernes), being latelie disseased, hath lefte his see so 
naked, as his bastards, the toakens of his inconti- 
nency, haue at this daie in maner the hole of his 
livings, in whose place I haue received coinendacon 
for one John Devorox to succeede, deane of the same 
church, whose Leming and sufBciencie, like as the 
same Bisshop of Meath hath comendid, so do I 
thinke hym the best chosen man for other respects 
that is in this lande ; for besids that he is a gentel- 
man of the best house in the Countie of Wexforde, 
and brought up in the Universitie in Englande, 
I finde him of good discretion and judgement, and 
hable in causes of lustice to doe her Ma^^ and this 

A a 
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Countrey verie good s'vice ; and therfore I hartelie 
requier you to procuer his presentacon, wherw**^, if it 
might please her highnes, in respect of the smallnes 
of the living, to graunt a toUeracon for the keping of 
his deanerie^ and to be gracius unto hym in his first 
frutes, in my opinion the benefites were verie well 
bestowed ; and so^ recomending hym unto you^ I bid 
you most hartely well to fare. ffi*om Drogheda, the 
xix*^ of August, 1566. 

To' assurid frend to comaund. 

H. Sydney. • 



To the right honorahle S* WilPm 
CioiU knight, her Bfa^ principall 
Secretftrie. 

[endorsed,] 

19 Aug. 1506. L. Deputy of Irland to 
my M' for John Devreux, Deaneof 
Femes, to he B. there, answered. 
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XCVII. 

Nichol(zs Devereux to Sir William Cecil, recommending 
his nqphew John Devereux, Dean of Ferns, to be 
Bishop of that See ; and that he may enjoy the said 
Deanery in Commendam. 

August 27, 1566. [Orig.] 

The Earl of Shrewsbuiy, here mentioned, muBt have been Francis, 
the fifth Earl, who died in 1660. 

The present Letter is dated from Ballymagir, the manorial resi- 
dence of the Devereux family, in the parish of Old Ross, Barony of 
Bantry, and county of Wexford. It is now called '* Richfield.^ 
The Wexford family of Devereux are supposed to be a branch of the 
Devereux's of Herefordshire ; and when Robert Devereux, Earl of 
Essex, was Lord Lieutenant of Ireland in 1 599, he passed a day at Bally* 
magir, and knighted his eousin, Sir Philip, who is said to have sold 
three town Unds to pay for three days' open house on that occasion \ 

My bunden dutye remembred unto yo' bono', beinge 
so bold to refresshe myn acquaintance, whilom beinge 
one of th'erle of Shearrisburyes wards, & yo' hono's 
Scolefeloe in Englande, So yt is, right honourable, 
that the bisshopprik of feames, in the Countye of 
Wexforde in Irland, ys nowe voide by the death of 
the laste incumbent, and is come to the queues ma^ 
hands; wherupo I haue bein a sutoure to the right 
honorable S' Henry Sydney, L, Deputye of Irland^ 

> I am obliged to Herbert F. Here, Esq., of Pole Hore, in the 
county of Wexford, for the above note. 

A a 2 
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for the coramedacon of a nevewe of myn, S' John 
Deveroux^ Deane of Femes, in whose favo^ the said 
L. Deputy haue written unto yo* hono' to se him 
p'ferred unto the saide Bisshopprik, beinge all made 
away for the moare pte by the bisshop that was last, 
th'exignity and smalenes therof considered beinge all 
dismembred, that yt may please yo' hono' to be a 
meane to hir Maiestie to graunte him a toUeracon to 
enioye his saide Deanry w*** the bisshoprike affor- 
saide, w** it may please yo' hono' to compasse accord- 
ingly, to whom I commytt Richard Deverox, this 
berrer, brother & facto' of the saide Deane, whom yt 
may please yo' honoure to accepte accordinglye ; 
thus moste humbly takinge my Leave, fro Balma- 
ghie, in the Countye of Wexfforde in Irelande, the 
xxvi*^ of August, 1566. 

Yo' honors humble suppliant to coinand. 

Nycolas Deuo^ux. 

To the righte honourable S' Wyllm 
Ciscill, knghte, Secreatary to the 
quenes moste excellent Maiestie. 

[endorsed.] 

37 Aug. 1566. M' Deverouse of 
Irland, to my M% for his nephew 
the Deane of Feames to have the 
B. there. 
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XCVIIL 

Adam Loftus^ Archbishop of Armagh^ to Sir William 
Cecily gone into England for the benefit of his 
health. The College and Archbishoprick of Dublin. 
The Bishop of Meath an unfit man for that See. 
Sorry that he formerly recommended him to it. 
Devereux most unfit for the Bishoprick of Ferns. 

October 5, 1566. [Orig.] 

The difference between Archbishop Loftus and Bishop Brady is 
further elucidated by the next Letter [XCIX.]. It would seem that 
the Primate was thought by the Bishop of Meath to carry out his 
ideas of Reformation to an extreme length ; and if we may judge from 
his Grace's own expressions in some of his former letters, and his in- 
timacy with Knox^, and his patron the Earl of Argyle, there appears 
great reason to believe that the Bishop was right 

My dewtie humblie remembred, Right honorable, I 
am come into Englond to enioye the lycense w**^ is 
graunted unto me for the riddance (yf yt please god) 
of certaine deseases w^^ I am disposed unto 5 yt was 
my parte^ and accordinglie I had purposed to repaire 
to the courte, bothe for my dewties sake^ and to 

1 In the S. P^ 0. is a letter from Argyle to Loftus, dated Nov. 
18, 1665, in which he mentions that he had heard from John Knox, 
of his lordship's fervency ^ in suppressing the tyrannical kingdom 
of the conmion antichrist," &c. 

AaS 
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make open to yo' honor^ and to others to whom yt 
appertainethe^ th^estate in Ireland. But my deseases, 
w*** occasioned my cominge^ are cawse also why I 
make not my immedyate apperance there ; for they, 
w®^ lurked before somewhat, doo soo, after my travaile 
upon the seas, shew them selves, that Cambridge 
(where I haue some frends and comoditie of Lodg* 
inge) is constrenedlie the firste place wherin I make 
eny aboode, w*^^ I had purpossed shold haue beene 
the laste; alwaies notw^^standing at yo' command- 
ments, if a haistier comynge upp then I purpose of, 
seeme nedefuU to yo' honors, I doo spare my selfe in 
providinge for my healthe; the rather because the 
state of Ireland maie as fully be opened by my Ires, 
as if I were presente my selfe ; Let me, therfore, 
not onelie, w*^ yo' honors good leave, serve my 
healthe awhile, but also (w*'** yo' honor can) bringe 
to passe, that I maie doo yt w^*^ the like good leeve 
of other my lordes of the counsaile. I co'tynew my 
swite unto yo' bono' for the coUedge and the bis- 
sbopp of Dublin, eapeciallye at this p'sente for the 
bisshopp, because I understande the bisshopricke to 
be now in yevinge. The matter is as weightie as is 
the good and godlie estate in Irelande; Therfore I 
truste I am not grevous to yo^ bono' in this my 
importunate and repeted requeste ; my desire is ther- 
fore, as yt was in my former Ires, that some lemed 
man notable maie be thrust owte from hence thether^ 
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that the nubre there maie encrease. I understande 
the bisshopp off Meethe is in some towardnes to yt^ 
and in deede he hathe had (I am the more sorie) my 
simple comendation ; yf he haue eny forwardnes in 
yt, then if yt wold please yo' honor to pause a while, 
I colde shewe suche matter as I wolde (god is my 
witnes), excepte yt were for the churche of gods sake, 
be loothe to utter by enie m'eanes, but leaste of all 
by writinge, uppon knowledge wherof, the matt I 
knowe sholde goo no further. 

The bisshoppricke of ffemes is presentlie voide, and 
I feare labored for by one Devorax; an un fitter man 
can not be ; he is now of late deprived of his Denrye 
for cofessed horedome. 

[The Archbishop proceeds to give an account of 
the civil state of Ireland^ ending thus :] 

Yf yt please yo' honor to send enie thinge by this 
bearer, he presently returneth ; and at yo' comandm^ 
I am duringe my liffe. ffrom Lechefeyld, the thirde 
of September, A^ 1566. 

Your honors at comandm^ 

Ad. Armachan. 

To the right honorable S^ Wilim 
CiciU knight, her Ma^ princi- 
pal! Secretary. 

[endorsed.] - , 

8 7^' 1666. Tharchh of Armangh 
to my M' from Lichfeld. 
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XCIX. 

Hugh Brady ^ Bishop of Meath, to Sir WUliam Cecil. 
The Lord Primate^ now in Englandy hath threat-- 
ened to procure more absolute authority in execution 
of the Commission for causes EcilesiasticaL If he 
is accused by his Grace of having drawn backwards, 
he answers that his Grace hath drawn too fast 
forwards. Trusts there will be no dissension between 
the Primate and himself. 

September 14, 1566. [Orig,] 

Extract. 

— And having thus muche troubled yo' honor w*** 
these matters, [the civil state of the North of Ire- 
land,] I must .also crave patience for a fewe words 
for my self; my Brother, and workefellowe in the 
L., the L. Prymate, is there nowe psent, who, before 
his depture hence, hathe said to some of his frends 
and myne, he wold complaine of small asystance he 
had in executinge his Comyssion for causes Eccle- 
siasticall, and therfore would pcure to him self a 
more absolute aucthorite. I wote not whether he 
will towche my self; if he do, I most humblie require 
yo' honor to stop one of your eares, till eyther I 
answeare for my self, or a nomb' of his contrey'men 
and myne both, may report the truthe betweene him 
and me ; if he sale I haue drawen backward, I onlie 
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sale againe he hathe drawen to fast forward^ as the 
circumstancs shall well declare ; and therfore, if he 
do get absolute power to himself alone, or what ells 
soeu" he dothe there obteyne, ffarre be it flFrom me 
to envie it; I wisshe (w*^ all my harte) he use no 
unhonest means to come by anny thinge he shall 
demand. I trust' yo' good nature will take in good 
parte^ and use discreatly, what I haue herin said. 
Satean^ o' enemie^ is verie bussy by his Instruments 
to set dissention betweene my L. and me ; I trust he 
shall not p^vaile : The L. God grant us so to loke 
diligentlie to o' offyce and ffuhction, and comon dutie 
we owe to his Churche^ that we fforgett o' owne pry- 
vate quarells or causes. It had bene my spetiall dutie 
to haue visyted yo' hono' w*^ some hawkes^ or one 
thinge or other ; the L. god knoweth it was not lack 
of good will, neyther will I hereafter (by his help and 
afisystance) be so ungratefuU ; and so I humblie tak 
my Leave, Besechinge almightie god long to con* 
tynewe yo' helth, to the comfort of his churche. 
ffrom my howse of Arbrachan, this 14 of Septemb'. 

Yo' hono" alwaie in his praier. 

H. Miden. 

To the onable S' W cell 

knight^ principall Secretory to 
the queoes matie. 

[endorsed.] 
14 7^MG0R. BofMethetomyMr. 
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C. 



Adam LoftuSy Archbishop of Armaghy to Sir William 
Cecil. Presses the furtherance of his public suits 
as to the Irish Churchy and the Archbishoprick of 
Dublin: unreformed state of that Diocese. Excuses 
his absence from the court. 

October 5, 1566. [Orig.] 

Consideringe the goodnes and weightenes of the 
matters w*** I haue preferred, and desire to be pfited 
by your honor^ I take them to be in that nombre, 
that the greak proverbe (a good thing may be twise 
and thrise mencyoned) well defende bothe me and 
them^ if not from the sospition, yet from the gylt of 
unreasonable importunatye : and there is in deede 
no cawse why I shold feare ether the one or th'other ; 
for as the cawse will delyiir me from the gilt^ so your 
former goodnes towards me (even in myne owne and 
pryvate swites)^ doo assure me that I shall be freed 
from suspition in these comon swytea^ and not myne, 
but the lorde godds and his churches : I am therfore 
(as yo' bono' seethe) beholding to my cawses, wold 
to god they were also beholdinge to me; I meane, 
I wolde I were of suche habilitie to further them as 
they deserve, and are worthy; having made thi9 



Digitized 



by Google 



ORIGINAL LETTERS. 275 

entrance, therfore, w*'** my often Ires semed to haue 
shut up against me^ I beseche your honor, for lesus 
Chryste his sake, that my swytes for the churche, 
and especially for the bisshopricke of Dublin, (be- 
cause therof will the rest in a manner depende,) may 
be so furthered of yo' hono% that they may be finished 
also, and that w*^ that expedition w^^ the cawse 
requirethe: yt is muche that I desyre, and yet no 
more then the case askethe; for when he nether 
doothe good in pching, nor reforming his diocesse 
him self, when he placeth in the sufficient livings for 
hable preachers, those that he never se, nor never 
come there, open enemies, and suche as for wante of 
lemynge are nev' hable, if they wold doo the churche 
enye good; when in open Judgem* (lothe I am to 
saye yt, and I saye yt not but costrainedlie) ; when, 
I saye, in open Judgem^ he will sweare terriblye, and 
y* not ones nor twyse, I beseche yo' bono', is it not 
tyme, and more then tyme, that suche a one be 
removed ? and yet I spare hym, I assure your honor, 
that you maye understande howe farre I am from 
malicinge him. I staie onlye for th'end of thes mat- 
ters, otherwise wolde p^sentlye retorne : ffor although 
I haue good will to enioye my licens of the lord 
deputie and counsayle, w®** is for a yeare, yet I can 
not quiet my conscience so ; ffor I haue sowght, and 
doo not finde, so longe a license gyven of the lord 
god; you marvaile, padventure, whye I come not 
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upp ; I trust your bono' will acquyte me of that^ that 
yt is not for wante of good will, of doinge my dewtye 
to the Queenes Ma^% and your honores all ; and I 
praise god I maye boldelye saye, that yt is for no 
notorius cryme that I feare to be charged w^^ ; and 
yet there are cawses, wherof parte your honor bathe 
receyved in my former ires ; and more there are of 
that nature, that as I had rather enye sbold tell the 
then my self, so peradventure your honor had rather 
understande them of anye then of me ; and becawse 
I knowe there is nothinge whereof your honores may 
be certified by my p^'sence, but the same I am hable 
to make knowen by my ires, and suche as are as 
p\ye to the churche state as my self, therfore I will- 
ingly absteyne from comynge ; Recompence at my 
hands your honor can not looke for; yt ys the lorde 
gods cawse ; he will recopence yt, and bathe alredye, 
(praysed be god ;) my praier and service your honor 
shall be assured of. ffrom Trinitye CoUedge, in 
Cambridge, the v*** of Octobre, 1566. 

Your honours at commandment. 

Ad. Armachan. 
To the right hono'able S^ William 
Cecill Kuight, p'ncipall Secre- 
tory to the Qaeens mooste excel- 
lent Majestie. 

[endorsed.] 
6 8^' Archb of Armagh to my M' 
fro" Cambridg'. 
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CI. 



Queen Elizabeth to Sir Henry Sidney , Lord Deputy 
of Ireland. The Bishoprick of Fems, together 
with the Deanery in Commendam, to be bestowed 
upon John Devereux. 

October 12, 1566. 

[Original draft, corrected by Sir W. Cecil.] 

— By Ires from you, our Deputy, to our Secretary, 
we understand that the Sea of ffernes is voide by 
the deathe of the late Bushop there, and that you, 
having had therin th'opynion of the B of Methe, 
have recomended unto us one S' John Deverox, 
deane of the same churche, to be a meete man for his 
discretion, learning, judgement in causes of justice, 
& other good vertues, to haue that place ; we, in 
respect of your good report of him, hoping of 
th'effect of your comendacon in him, ar well content 
& pleasid to bestow that bushoprik upon him. And 
therfore we will & authorise yow to cause all 
things mete & requysyte by y^ order of o*" lawes for 
the electy'g^ confirmi'g^ cosecrattfg, and institutyg of 
him in that place & function, to be devised, made & 
executed if delyVed unto him in due forme, as in 

B b 
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such lyke cases is usid; and furder, for his better 
hability for houskeeping in this beginng^ we ar 
pleased, uppo your comedation and request in that 
behalf, that he shall injoy his said Deanry in ccT- 
mendam during or pleas', or untUl it sJiall be found 
mete by o*" depute for y« tyme being to revoke ye same. 
And touching the first fruits of the said bushop- 
prick, wherofyow wold have us to use soe remissio 
to hym, our will and pleass' is, that ye shall take such 
reasonable dayes wth him w^^ sufficient surety for the 
payment therof as ye shall think meete, in which 
mater (wer it not for p'sidence [ea^dple'] sake) we 
colde be content upon your instance to haue shewed 
some more favor. 

Yeuen &^ at Westm xij 8^' 1566, 



CIL 

Adam Lofius, Archbishop of Armagh, to Sir William 
Cecil. The profits of his Archbishoprick not above 
201. per annum, which ?ie desires to resign, for it is 
worth nothing to him, nor is he able to do any good 
in it, as it is altogether among the Irish. 

November 3, 1666. [Orig.] 

The rebellion of Shane O'Neil, which had just occurred^ was the 



Digitized 



by Google 



ORIGINAL LETTERS. 279 

cause of the destmctioii of the temporalities of the See of Armagh> 
here described by the Archbishop, and which resulted in his trans- 
lation to Dublin soon afterwards. 

I haue sent your honor herin inclosed a letter I re- 
ceyved from a servant I haue in Ireland^ whereby ye 
may percey ve howe that small porcion of my livinge 
w^^ remayned at my departinge is nowe altogether 
waste and destroyed : I assure your honor^ th'ole 
profittes of the bisshopricke is not aboue xx" a 
yeare; for althoughe god send quietnes^ and that 
peace ensewe the repressinge of this rebell, yet thes 
wastes will not be inhabyted^ nor the spoyles re- 
couered many yeares hereafter; all thes townes 
mencyoned in this tre were the remnant of the 
archbusshopricke^ and nowe of th'ole reuenewes 
there remaynethe nothinge but the bare howse and 
foure score acres of ground at Termonfeighen : al- 
thoughe I knowe ye are (I thanke god for yt) very 
well enclyned to do me good^ yet I dowbt not this 
losse of all (in a maner) that I haue, will moue you 
the sooner to forwarde my sute conceminge the 
remission of that small some I stande bounde to the 
Queenes Ma*** for; I wold to god I might obteyne 
the Queenes Mefi^ graciouse fayo', and your honors 
goodwill, to resigne th'archbusshopricke ; for ney- 
ther is yt wo'the any thing to me, nor I hable to do 
any good in yt, for that altogether yt lyethe amonge 
B b2 
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the Irishe. £Brom mj lodging in Sow^worke^ this 
third of Noyembre, 1566. 

Tour honours at co'mandment 

Ad. Armachan. 

To the right h<mor»ble S^ WiOiame 
Cieilly knighty principall Secre- 
taiye to the Qneeaes most excel- 
lent nuioitiOi 

[endoiBed.] 

8 VbT', I56& Archb of Annau^ 
to my M'. 



^ cm. 

Adam Loftus, Archbishop of Armagh, to Sir William 
Cecil, reminding him of the bearer, Mr. MaccavHl^ 
{Mac Caghwelt)^ to be prtferredto tJie Archbishoprick 
ofCashel: well recommended by my Lords of Can- 
terbury and Salisbury. 

November 7, 1566. [OngO 

See the Primate's former letter of the 3rd of July^ 1566. [No. 
XCV.] 

This bearer hath desired me once agayne to put jour 

honor in mynde of him* The last tjme I was in 

> In Letter LXIX., p. 192, he is caUed M® CaaweU. 
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Englande^ he was a suter for tharchbisshopricke of 
Casshall; and as yt semid in some good forward- 
nes, I humblye praye you to further his pferment to 
that rowme nowe; for the seat lyethe voyde^ and 
very nedefull to haue some careful! man placed in 
yt ; It is mete for none but one of the Irishe birthe, 
and I do not knowe where a fytter man might be 
provided ; and for proofe of his ablenes I haue not 
only conferred w*^ hym many tymes myself, but also 
have receyved in his behalfe the testimonye of my 
Lorde of Canterbury, my L. of Salisbury, and other 
good and godlye men, to his great comendacon. 
from my lodginge, the vij*** of Novembre, 1566. 

Tour honours at comandment 



Ad. Armachan. 



To the right honorable S' Williame 
Cicill^ knight, principall Secretary 
to the Queenes moste excellent 
Matte 

[endorsed]. 

7 9bT 1566. Archb of Armaugh to 
my M' for M' Machavell. 
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CIV. 



Adam Lofius, Archbishop of Armagh^ to Sir William 
Cecil, begs his discharge of the debt of 165/. 
due to the Barons of the Exchequer. If his 
request is grantedy trusts he need trouble him with 
no further suits ; otherwisCy fears ?ie shaU be obliged 
to put away his preachers. 

November 14, 1566. [Orig.] 

The present Letter is interestiiig from the ineidental notioe of 
the *^ prta6kenj^ contained in it. One of the young men from 
Cambridge, notieed in a fonner letter, [LXXXVI.] is probably 
intended. 

I dare not waite on yon my selfe, I se you con- 
tinuallye so overladed vfi^ auters; and yet nede 
dryvethe me to put you in mynde of my cause w*^ 
theis fewe lynes : If ye doo procure my discharge for 
the debt to the barones of th'excheker, I beseche you 
that nothinge be lefte to theire discretion or order ; 
for enemyes they are to religion, and (as I haue 
ahredy felt) not frendes to me, and therfore 1 feare 
I shall fynde small curtesey at theire handes : Th'ole 
some is but one hondrethe, thre score, and fyve 
poundes englishe, for w^^, if it please you to procure 
a cleare remyssion, I trust I shall not hereafter nede 
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to trouble you often for myne owne pryvate sutes ; 
and greatlye I am ashamed I haue troubled you so 
muche^ seinge I am bable to deserue so lytle ; but 
my praie' and good will ye shall neu wante, and 
that is all the good I can doe you : yo' honor shall 
doe a very good dede in obteininge this sute for me^ 
not so muche in respecte of my ease and benefit^ as 
of the good shall growe of it to the churche of god 
in Irelande ; for beinge discharged of this debt^ I 
mynde (god willinge) to keep still my preachers; and, 
burned w*^ yt, I shalbe constreyned to put them 
awaye. firom my lodginge, the xiiij*** of Novembre, 
1566, 

Your honores at Comandment 



Ad. Armachan. 



To the right honorable & William 
Cicill knyghty prindpall Secre- 
tary to the Queenes most excel- 
lent llaiestie. 

[endorsed] 
14 9l>' 1566. Archb of Armangh to 
my M' for rem^brance of his 
sute. 
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cv. 

Sir Henry Sidney, Lord Deputy of Ireland, to Sir 
WiUiam Cecil. Necessity of an able Chancellor. 
Translation of the Archbishop of Dublin to the See 
of Oxford. The excellency in learning, and un- 
spotted life of Mr, Goodman, recommend him to 
the former See. 

January 18, 1566-7. [Ong.] 

In a letter written from Waterford on the following 4th of Mareh^ 
Sir Henry again addressed Cecil in favour of Groodman. ''If 
Armagh/' he writes^ ** have Duhlin^ then I umbly besech you^ S', to 
help Chrystopher Goodman to the deanry of S^ Patryckes, for Grod 
forbyd that he should be bushop & dean in one Church in sutch a 
Cytte. S', I thynk you did know thys man in Scotland ; he hath 
byn in my house almost a year : yf ever man on earth, sins the 
apostylls dayes, desarued to be held a saynt, he is one. S', the hole 
Church of thys realm shal be boun^Ho pray for you yf you prefer 
[him] to that place, & I shall thynk it a great grace doon to myself 
so to place hym." [For Christopher Goodman, see CYII.] 

Sir, I think it sufficient that I haue, in my Letters 
to the Queens Ma^ and to the lords^ written of such 
defects as I finde for the service here^ w^^out that 
I make to you eny pticuler repiticon of those things, 
knowing that you shall first acquaint yo' self w^ 
them; and therfore, to the supply therof, I most 
hartely desier yo' accustomid frendship, and care of 
my causes. 
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I hope my importunacy^ and the necessity of an 
hable Chauncelo% hath framid a resolucdn to sende 
some such hether^ and to translate the bisshop of 
Dublin to Oxford^ or soine like benefice in Englande, 
which, if it so happely fall out, I hertely beseach you 
to rememb the excellency in lernig, and the unspot- 
ted life and good example of my frend M' Goodman, 
who*me I think I cold pswade to enter into that 
function, if it might stand w^ her highnes plesuer to 
bestowe the bisshoprick uppon hym; I cannot 
comend hym enough, and thinke it needles to you, 
who can w*^ such perfection judge of his hability and 
fitnes for that place. And so I bid you mbst hartely 
well to farr. firom Killmainehm, the 18 of January, 
1566. 

Your very freynd to comand 



H. Sydney. 



To the ryght honorable Syr WilPm 
Cicill knight, her Mft^ prmcipall 
Secretory. 

[endorsed} 
18 Januar 1566. L. Deputy of Irland to my 

for a chancello' 

for M' Goodnuin to be B. of Dublin. 
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CVI. 

Sir Henry Sidney, Lord Deputy of Ireland^ to the 
Lords of the Privy Council, enclosing a letter from 
Richard Creagh, the Fop^s TUuUir Archbishop 
of Armagh, to his Lordship. His return into 'Ire- 
land as Archbishop of Armagh. O^Neill and the 
Cathedral Church of Armagh. Peace with 0*NeiU. 
The old service in the Churches. 

December 25, 1566. January 18, 1567. [Orig.] 

The different tone of the enclosed letter, written by the Titular 
Primate, Richard Creagh, from O'Neill's residence in the coimty of 
Armagh, to that of his examination and confession, indited in the 
Tower of London, is very evident. [See LXIII. LXIV. LXV.] 
One cannot wonder that Sidney condescended not to answer this very 
impertinent epistle. By the Lord Robert, is intended the Earl of 
Leicester. 

Sir Henry Sidney, to the Lords of the Council from 
Kilmainham. 

Jany. 18, 1566. Extract. 

At my retume to this, house, I receivid letters 
from Spane, and from hym who escapid the towre of 
London, that now by the popes presentacon callith 
him self primat of Armagh, the copies of w^ Lres 
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I send yo' 11. her inclosed, wherby yo' 11 may pceive 
how much thes winter warres hath alredie daunted 
his (O'NeilFs) corage, since he so plainelie declarith 
his inclinacon to peace. I have not vouchsafid to 
answer enie thing to their letters, but giuen forthe 
speech of his extirpacon by warre, the only meane in 
deede to suppresse his Insolency, and to refourme 
that pvince of Ulster. — 

Right honorable lord, at o' being in Spayn, doubting 
whether the popes holines should commaunde us to 
com back again into Irelande, wee haue wrytten o' 
Ires unto my lord Robert, showing that if wee should 
be by the said holynes comanded to come thether, 
wee should have none other thing to do but what o' 
lord & mayster Chryst haue comanded, ^^ geue Sesar 
his owne, and to god his owne.'^ The foresaid o' 
symple Ires, as we think, the King of Spayne (be- 
cause wee were his fathers Scoler at Lovayn the space 
of vii or viii yers) haue directed unto his Ambassydo' 
in England, willing him to knowe whether the 
Glueenes Ma^^ should be contente that wee should 
fulfyll the offyce that wee should be bounde to con- 
cerning the Archbushopryck of Ardmacan; Sone 
after wee haue receyved, w***out o' owne procurem^ 
from Rome suche Ires as was necessary for the 
abouesaid Archebusshopryck, whereby wee weere 
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bounde by o' catholyck relygion for to come to 
Irlande^ wherein^ being before the lord OneylPs 
going to Tyreconell^ wee desyred him (according o' 
bes aboue mencionid, directed to the lord Robert) to 
provide for all possyble meanes whereby he might 
be at accord w^ the Queenes Ma^ and yo' 1. ; but 
he was then so busye abowt his afiaires^ that he toke 
not than hyde therto ; and now, before wee should 
ernestlie speake thereof unto him, wee thought beest 
to know of yo' 1. will ; and what yo' 1. shall will us 
to doe therein, wee shall by Gods lyve doe the best 
wee can : The said lord Oneyll, for saufegard of his 
contrey, haue burned the cathedrall churche and the 
holl towne of Ardmagh, although wee haue ernestlie 
chyded with him .before & after he did the same; 
But he alledgyd suche hurts as was before don to his 
cuntrey by meanes of that place; yf it bee yo' l.« 
pleass% you shall not dysdane to wryte unto us, 
fyrst, whether you wyll haue us speake concerning 
any peace w*^ the said lord Oneyll, & howe; 
Secondly, yf that peace shold be or not, whether yt 
should please yo'L that wee shold haue our old Srvice 
in o' churches, and suffer the said churches to be up 
for that use, so that the said lord Oneyll shold the 
lesse destroy no more churches, and phaps shold 
help to restore suche as by his procurement weere 
destroied; fynally, whether yo' 1. hard any thing 
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concerning o' Ires sent by the Kinge of Spayn 
unto his Ambassydo' & to my lord Robert ; so we 
comende yo^ 1: unto allmighty god. ffrom Duay- 
nawU ^, this instant Chrystmas. 

By yo' 1. to comaunde in what wee can 
lawfully execute, 

Richard Arche Ardmagh. 

[endorsed.] 

xxyo Decembris 1566. The 
popes prymate of Ardmagh 
to the Lord Deputye. 



CVII. 



Adam LqftuSy Archbishop of Armagh^ to Sir William 
Cecil. Mr. Christopher Goodman the fittest man 
of English birth to be preferred to the Arch- 
Mshoprick of Dublin. 

January 22, 1566-7. [Orig.] 

Notwithstanding the extraordinary praise of Mr. Christopher Grood- 
raan conveyed in this letter, and the equally strong recommendation 

^ 'oiin '64 B^llldy anglicised Dundavally, or Dunavally, in the 
parish of Loughgall, and county of Armagh, close to Charlemont. 

C C 
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of the Lord Depaty, Sir Henry Sidney [see CV.], this promotion 
nerer took pUce ; and well was it for the Church in Ireland that 
snch was the case, if we are to believe half what is said of him in 
Wood's AtheniB Oxonienses (Ed. Bliss, vol. L p. 721) : a more bitter 
Nonconformist never lived ; he even went beyond his friend Calvin, 
and, although in the latter part of his life he in some degree moderated 
the extreme violence of his opinions, he appears to haTe been totally 
unfit for the Episcopal Bench. He died at Chester, June 4, 1603, 
aged eighty-five. 

Blame mee not, yf mi letters present theym unto 
you againe and againe also, yf occasion shall so 
require ; For to whom sholde I repaire but to youre 
honor, in whom I knowe theare wanteth no zealouse 
good will to preferre the churche causes of Ireland, 
and in whom theare is of auctoritie and abilitie so 
moche, as may eyther finish or singulerlie further 
theym ? I still craue the placing of a good man in 
the bisshopricke of Dublin ; and for that mi L. 
Deputie, at my motion, hathe considered of the 
worthinesse of M' Christopher Goodman, and, as 
I understand, will commend him to youre honor 
and the rest of the counsell, as fittest for that rowme, 
I humblie pray you, euen for goddes cause, to fur- 
ther the sute, and with expedition to finish it ; yf it 
please god to moue youre honor to like as well of yt 
as all the godlie and professors of his name doo 
heare, I shiall not neede to writfe to you ani thing in 
his comiiiendation ; Hee is, in mine opinion, the 
fittest man to profitt goddes churche of anie that 
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I knowe of the English byrthe. His fame is suche, 
that I doubt n^t his habilitie to serve in this function 
is sufficientlie knowne unto you : If it please god 
to make youre honor the Instrument to bring this to 
passe, yt may worthilie be counted the cheefest bene- 
fite that ever gods churche receaved by youre minis- 
terie; and all godlie men must confesse it hathe 
receaved manie and great bi youre meanes : I trust 
moche to youre curtesie in beeing so bolde so often 
to trouble you with this sute of the bushopricke ; but 
the weightinesse of the cause requireth yt; and 
thearefore, if theare be anie faulte, let that, and the 
needinesse of the Irish churche, be blamed. From 
Dublin, the 22 of Januarie, 1566. 

Youre honors at co'maund. 

Ad. Armachan. 

To the right honorable S' William 
Cycil knight, principall Secretorie 
to the qneenes most excellent 
Maiestie. 

[endorsed] 

22 Januar. 1566. Archb. of Armaugh 
for M' Xp<>fer Goodman. 
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CVIII. 

Sir Henry Sidney, Lord Deputy of Ireland, to Sir 
fFUliam Cecil, recommending Daniel Cavenagh to be 
made Bishop of LeigMin. 

March 10, 1566-7. [Orig.] 

The fonner letter which Sir Henzy here mentions in faroor of 
Daniel Cavenagh, was written tiie preceding November, 1566. Her 
Majesty having by her letter of the 10th of April, 1567, signified her 
aaeent to this nomination [see CXK], the necessary Letters Patent 
were granted on the 7th of May, and Cavenagh was soon afterwards 
consecrated in St. Patrick's, Dublin, by Hogh Curwin, Archbishop 
of Dublin. 

S% I remember well that at the last repaier of Capten 
Peirs* w*^ my letters into England, I comendid one 
Daniell Cavenagh, a preest, to the bisshoprick of 
Laughelin; and at that time I receivid from you 
verie comfortable words for his admission to the 
same. Since w*''* tyme, thorough the necligente sute 
of the pty, the matter hath lien dead, w^^'out resolu- 
con ; and for as much as I now under stand that a 
yong man" of the county of Kilkenny is repairid 
into England to optaine the same by an other mans 
comendacon, I haue thought good to rememb you of 
my former Lres in the favo' of S' Daniell, and har- 

» Captain Peirs, probably William Pierres, Constable of Carrick- 
fergus, see p. 132. 
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tely to desier yow to be a meane to her Ma**® for 
hym, as an apt man^ for his alliaunce in the dioces, 
to be a minister of Justice, and not uncomended by 
the clergy here for his Lerning and conformitie in 
Religion. And so I bid you most hartely well to 
fare, ffrom Youghall, the x* of M arche, 1566. 

Yo^ assurid ffrende at Comaundement. 

H. Sydney. 

To the right honorable S' 
cill knight, her 
ncipall Secretory. 

[endorsed.] 

X Ulartii, 1566. L. Deputy of 
Irland for Daniell Cavenaugh 
to be B. of Laughlin. 



CIX. 

Sir Henry Sidney^ Lord Deputy of Ireland, to Adam 
Loftua, Archbishop pf Armagh^ communicating th^ 
Queen^s pleasure to translate his Grace to the Arch^ 
bishoprick of Dublin. 

March 11, 1566-7. 

[Orig. The Postscript Holograph.] 

It appears by a memorandnm in the State Paper Office, that the 
translation of Loftus to the See of Dublin had been under considera- 
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tion by the PriTy Council as early as October, 1503; we may perhaps 
ooDclude that the Puritan principles professed by his Grace were the 
secret causes for the long delay of this appointment. 

My vearj good Lord^ by such letters as I haue latelie 
receivid out of Englande, I understand her Ma^ 
pleasure for revocacon of my lord Chauncello% to 
establish hym bisshop of Oxford, and to translate 
you to the sea of Dublin^ wherof I am glad^ in as 
much as you shall finde yo' self advaunsed in hono^ 
or living, but most because by this meanes I am in 
hope^ that as the City of Dublin is the chief place 
w^in this Realm, & most open for eny good exam- 
ple ; so it will growe (by yo' good and carefull order) 
to reformacon in religion ; I thought these newes 
not unfitt to come to yo' knowledge, and so fare you 
hertely well. At Youghall, the 11*^ of Marche, 1566. 

Yo' L. loving frende. 

H. Sydney. 

Postscriptum. Nunc venit hora ecclesiam reformandi^ 



To my verie good Lord the Primat 
of Armaughe. 
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ex. 

Adam Loftus, Archbishop of Armagh, to Sir William 
Cecil, on the subject of the preceding letter ; hopes 
that if he succeeds to the See of Dublin he may be 
allowed to enjoy the Deanery of St. Patrick's in 
commendam; if this may not be, he is minded to 
remain in the poor state in which he is at present. 

March 21, 1566-7. [Orig.] 

His Grace, however, changed his mind, and finding it impossible to 
retain the Deanery of St. Patrick's together with the See of Dublin, 
was at last content to accept the latter, and resign the former ; pro- 
bably preferring 401^. It, 6^., the estimated annual value of the Arch- 
bishoprick of Dublin, to the 20/. per annum which he had from the 
Primatical See of Armagh, with his uncertain tenure of the Deanery 
of St Patrick's. 

Frutefiill grounds (yf it please yo' honor) yelde more 
to theire tillers than they have received. I acknow- 
ledg frankelye to have receyved of yow, and by yo' 
mean and frihdship, not onelye credyt and greate 
comforth, but also greate pleasures and singuler 
benefits : and as I finde no habilitie in my selfe to 
recompence any parte of your kyndnes^ So my smale 
habilitie^ whatsoeu" it be^ ofierrith it self as ready to 
obeye as eu" yo' honor shalbe to comaunde yt ; in 
the meane season^ that w^^ I am able onely to do 
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(leste I shulde be more senseles then the unsensyble 
creatures) I thought it my dutye to offer, to wit, in 
thees fewe lynes to testifie my myndfuhies of yo' 
good will, and redynes also to honour and seme yow 
as moche (to my power) as any that euer ye haue yet 
don ; for I receyued this letter herein enclosed from 
my L Deputie, whereby it semeth some mocion hath 
byn for my translacon to the Archebusshopprick of 
Dublin ; and althoughe I knowe it hath byn wrought 
(yf any suche thinge be) by yo' onely meanes, yet I 
am hable to make no other recompence for this, then 
I haue don for the reste, that is to pray unto the 
Lord God to deale with yow and yours with like 
mercye and kindenes as many wayes yow have delta 
with me ; and now I beseche yow let not my present 
sute (wherew*^ I am almoste ashamed to troble yow) be 
grevous and displeasaunte unto yow. The Bushopp- 
rick of Dublin is so alienated and set owt in leise by 
the busshope that nowe is, that nothinge is reserved 
for his successor, but onely foure hundreth pounds 
Irishe, and xii score acars of grounde. I humblye 
therefore beseche yo' honor, yf it be yo'^ plea- 
sure to be a meanes for my p'^ferment to that 
Busshopprick, to be a meane also that I may haue 
in comendam the Deanery of S' Patricks in suche 
sorte as I haue it with the Archebushopprick of 
Armaughe ; for yf I shulde paye the first fruits of 
Dublin, beinge altogither as muche as the Bus- 
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shopprick is worth nowe^ I shulde be in a greate 
deale worse case than I am presentlye ; and when- 
soeu I am discharged of my firste fruits and out of 
debte, I bynde my selfe to yo'^ honor by this my Lre 
to kepe it afterwards at yo' Deuocon, and to resigne 
it when soeu it shalbe yo' pleasure to require me by 
yo' Ires ; but I beseche yow that in this I may stande 
at no mans curtesy but yo" ; thus yow see in steede 
of some paim'et, I indebte my selfe deeper unto yow. 
I beseche yo' honor let me understande yo' mynde 
herein by this bearer my servaunte, whoe I have sent 
to yow for that purpose ; for I am mynded not to 
chaunge at all, but to contyneue in this poore state I 
am in nowe, rather then I shulde leaue the Deanerye 
and enter into newe payments of the firste fruits. 
fFom Dublin the xxP^ of Marche 1566. 

Your hono" at comandemete 

Ad. Armachan. 

To the right honorable S' William 
Gecyll Enighty Secretary to the 
Q. most excellent Matie. 

[endorsed] 
21 Martii, 1 566. Archb of Armaugfa 
to my M'. 
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CXI. 

Queen Elizabeth to the Lord Deputy and Chancellor 
of Irelandy nominating Daniel Cavenagh to the 
Bishoprick of Leighlin ; reasonable time to be taken 
for the payment of the first fruits. 

April 10, 1567. [Original Draft.] 

R. t. &c. Where the see of Laughlin is now destitute 
of a bushop, for the supply wherof we wish the 
same to a man that, both for laming, good governm^ 
& oth' good vertues, were mete for that roume : for- 
asmuch as by yo' Ires to or p^ncipall Secretory, you 
haue shewed yo' opinion & liking of o^ loving sub- 
ject Daniell Cavenaugh, recomending hym for diverse 
good respects to be mete for that function: upon 
yo' good report of him, & hoping of th'effect of 
yo' recomendacon, we are pleased & content to 
bestow that busshoprick upon him ; and therefor we 
will & authorise you to cause all things mete & re- 
quisit by the order of o'^ lawes for electing, confirm- 
ing, consecrating, & instaUing of him in that place 
& function, to be devised, made, executed, & used in 
due forme, as in such like case is used ; and furder, 
towching the first fruits of that bushoprick, o' will 
& pleass' is, that you shall tak such reasonable dayes 
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w* him, w* sufficient surety for the payment therof^ 
as you shall think mete. And these o^ Ires shal be 
yo' warrant in this behalf. Geven, &c, at Westm, 
x*^ Aprilis, 1567, in the ix**' yere of o' reigne. 

[endorsed.] 

X April 1567. Copy of the Q. Ire* to the L. Deputy and Chauncello' 
of Irland, for Daniell Cavenaugh to be B. of Laughlin. 



CXII. 



Queen Elizabeth to Sir Henry Sidney, Lord Deputy 
of Ireland. Curwin, Archbishop of Dublin, to be 
translated to Oxford. Doctor Weston to be made 
Chancellor of Ireland, and Dean of St. Patricias, 
which Deanery the Archbishop of Armagh was to 
be moved to resign, and to be translated to the 
Archiepiscopal Seat of Dublin. The ordinary en- 
tertainment of the Lord Chancellor of Ireland, and 
the extent or yearly value of the ArchUshoprick of 
Dublin. 

June 10, 1567. 

[Original Draft, corrected by Sir W. Cecil.] 

The greater part of the present letter is printed from the Patent 
RoUs in Mason's History of the Cathedral of St. Patrick [page 167]. 

Robert Weston, third son of John Weston of Lichfield, was edu- 
cated at All Sonls' College, Oxford, of which he was chosen Fellow 
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in 1536 ; D.C.L. 1656 ; Dean of Arches 1559. In 1570, the Deaneiy 
of Wellfl was conferred upon Weston, to be held in commendam, 
although still a Layman, with his Deanery of St. Patrick's. He died 
May 20, 1573. 

To the L. Deputy of Irland, x Junii 1567. 

Right trustye, &c., wheras by yo' sundry Ires, ad- 
dressed on the behalfe and at the specyall instance 
of th'archebysshop of Dublyn, nowe o' Chauncello' 
of that Realme^ you haue made sute unto us to dis- 
burden him of the'xercyse of that ofl^ce, lyke as we 
haue well wayd the consyderacons by you alleged to 
move the same^ and theruppon condyscended to 
revoque him, w*** dete'mynacon to bestowe on him 
the Bysshoprycke of Oxford. So we haue made by 
good delybacon a newe choise for the supplye of 
that rome of Chauncelo', by namyng therunto o' 
trusty welbeloved Docto' Weston, Deane of the 
Arches here, a man for his lemyng & approved 
integrytye throughly qualyfyed to receyve and po^ 
8688 the same, uppon whose arryvall, and exhybyting 
unto you o' Ires patents, jointly w*** these o' Ires, o' 
pleasure ys, you shall cofer w^ the sayd Archebysshop, 
and after declaracon made unto him, as well of o' 
graunt for his revocacon, and hi8 trdslatid to a 
bishoppryck in E'glddy as of this o' sayd choise of 
D. Westo: you shall reqre hy to delyu' o' great 
scale, nowe in his custodye, into yo'^ hands, 8igne' 
fyieg to hy^ that he may at his own choise be admitted 



Digitized 



by Google 



ORIGINAL LETTERS. 301 

to ye Bishoppryck of Oxford, at his comig over hyther in 
his ownep/, or otherwise by his pj^uratioy which being 
don, you shall delyver or sayd great scale to the 
trust & custodye of the sayd Docto' Weston, ac- 
cordyg to o** Ir^s patets, and shall not onely gyve 
him yo' good advyse for his bettre admynystracon of 
y* sayd office, taking the ordynary othe of him for 
that rome of Chauncello% and the place of a coun-^ 
saylo', but also geve ordre that he do enyoye all 
those benefyts, p^'hemynences, & aucttorytyes w^^ 
be ordrely appteynyng to such an offycer, and which 
hath bene e'ioyed by y« sayd Archbishopp in respect of 
y* office of CMcellorshipp. We ar further pleased, 
for sume encrease of his lyving whiles he remayneth 
in o' srvyce there, to geve unto him the deanery of 
Saint Patrykes, wherofy^ Archbisshopp of Armagh is 
now DeanCy and yet is to leave U at our ordre, as we 
know he mil; and thevfor we mil that you move y^ 
sayd Archbish: to surredre y^ same, and theruppo 
cause ly. Westo, (f Chdcellor, to be fully admytted, 
undre such forme as other deans of that place have 
heretofore obteyned, and held the same ; neutheles, 
for that o' specyall meanyng ys, that he shall yeld 
ou" that Deanery agayne unto o' dyspoSycon, when- 
soeu" ?ie shall leave y^ office to be o*" chdcellor^ you 
shall before his acceptacon therof take bonds of him 
to o^ use in suche sofne as shalbe fytt for suche a 
case, that he shall duly accomplyshe o' intent and 

D d 
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pleasure for the surrendre of yt in forme aforesayd ; — 
you shall lykewyse understand that uppon his nowe 
sending ou ^ we have appoincted to be delyu^ed unto 
him of o' treaso'r here the some of cc marks^ and 
therof have geven him, in respecte of his trans- 
portacon & chargs on the way^ one hundreth m"kes ; 
the rest o' pleasure ys shalbe taken by him as pcell 
of his infteignement to be due for the rome of 
Chauncello'j wherof you shall geve notyce unto our 
treasurer^ & to all others having charge of his pay- 
ment^ so as they may make defalcacon in avoyding 
of doble chardgeSj w*'^ might els grow by o' sayd Ires 
patents, bycause hy the same^ payment t^ dite unto 
him fro the tyme of his entree into ofiyce ; and 
wheras the Archebysshoprycke of Dublyn shalbe 
pntly voyd w^*^ the said chauncellorship by the revo- 
cacon of the sayd nowe Archebyshope, we have 
dete'myned to conferre the same by way of trans- 
lacon uppo~ the Archbysshop of Armaghan, auctho-r 
rysing you therefore to. geve order that he may fully 
enyoye the sayde Archebysshoprycke of Dublyn by 
translacon upon this vacacon therof, and that he be 
placed therin by accoplisheng of all suche dyreccons 
& ceremonyes as ar usually to be don by any graunt 
to pcede from us, or by the due and orderly admy- 
nystracon of any other w^in that Realme. And for 
the exe^ucon of all thinges tending to full pform- 
aunce of any o' syd dyreccons, touching the sundry 
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clauses aboue mencyoned, we will that thies o' Ires 
shalbe sudycient warraunt and discharge both unto 
you^ unto o' Chauncello' for the tyme beings and to 
all other our ofiycers whatsoeu", whom the p^'mysses 
or any thing to be don therin may any wayes con- 
ceme, w***in the lymytes of yo% and their^ severall 
aucthorytyes. Yeven, &®. — 



The ordinary enterteynin^ belonging to the L.'\ 

Chftoncello' of Irland is c^ irish, and t«n >cciiij^^ ij^^ x* irish. 

shillings irish, p diem, w^h amonteth to J 
And there hath ben given in augmentac'onx cliiij^^ x* irish, w^^ is 

to the L. chanceOo', as S* Rich Read, and to V sterling 

S' Thorn's Cusake p an" ) cxviU vii« vij^. 

Sm total iiijc xxxijU x* irish. iijc xxiiij^ viii^i st. 



[On another sheet of Paper.] 



Th'archbnshopprick 
of Dublin in 
Irelande. 



The extente or yerelie 
valewe of the same Bu- 
shoppericke, like as the 
Bushoppes thereof have 
ftom tyme to tyme com- 
pounded for theire firste 
ffruites. amounteth unto. J 



Dxxxiiijli xv« ijd ir. 
> making sterlinge 
ccccjli xvjd ob. 



ex" p 6. Jenyson. 
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CXIIL 

Hugh Cvrwifif Archbishcp of Dublin^ and Lord Chan- 
cellor of Ireland^ to Sir William Cecily to hasten 
Mr. Doctor Weston his coming; desires that a house 
and land may be provided for him at Oxford. 

June 25, 1567. [Orig.] 

It appears from letters in the S. P. 0. that Dr. Weston arriyed 
in Dublin about the 8th of August, 1667} ^and was invested in the 
Deanery of St. Patrick's, and I in the see of Dublin/' writes Loftns, 
on the 24th of August, The Dean himself, two days before, in a 
letter to Cecil, says. Dr. Curwin, late Chancellor and Archbishop of 
Dublin, took ship on the 11th August, ** a verie weak and impotent 
man, through the palsey, leavinge a good report behynde him." 

The see of Oxford remained without an episcopal residence until 
Dr. John Bancroft, Bishop of Oxford, completed a palace at Cuddes- 
den, near that city, in 1636. 

Aft' my right herty comendacons unto yo' hono%w*** 
most due thanks unto the same for yo' greate and 
contynuall goodnes towards me alwayes, the last 
parte whereof I neither was or shall be hable to de- 
serve^ I am so bolde at this present as to beseche yo' 
hono' so to hasten Mr. Docto' Weston his cominge 
hither^ as I maye be hable to take my jorney into 
Englande in longe and warme dayes and shorte 
nights ; for if I shulde be dryven to travell in the 
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cold weather^ I doe feare it woulde put me in danger 
of my life ; and thus comittinge the consideracon of 
my case unto yo' hono% I beseche almightie god 
longe to p'serve the same; ffirom Dublin the xxv*^ 
of June 1567. Yo' dayly orato' duringe my lif. 

H. Dublin Cane. 

Post. I doe understande by my servant that ther is 
no howse belongenge to the busshopricke of Oxforde 
y^^ is for the busshopes mansion^ wherefore it maye 
please yo' hono' to haue suche consideracon of me 
in that behalf as to yo' wisedom shall seeme good^ 
and expedient ; and that I maye haue an howse for 
me and my familie^ and some lande w^^all to finde 
my cattell and geldings, upon a reasonable rent. 

Yo' bono" as aforesaid. 

H. Dublin. Cane." 

To the right honorable S' WilhxT Gecile Koight, 
principall Secretary to her Ma^, and one of 
her highnes p'vey oomisell. 

[endorsed.] 
25Junii 156& 
Archb. of Dublin to my M' 
for a howse in his B. of Oxford. 
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CXIV. 

Queen Elizabeth to Sir Henry Sidney, Lord Deputy 
qf Ireland, *^ upon M^ T. Agards coming and re-- 
pwtP The Dean of Armagh to be made Archr- 
bishop there. The submission of the Bishop of 
Down. The counterfeited Primate Creagh to be 
sent to Dublin for trial, or, if need be, to Eng- 
land. 

July 6, and July 22, 1567. 

[Original draft, corrected by CeciL] 

For the Dean of Armagh (Terence Daniel), see XLVII. and 
CXVL ; for Creagh, see LXIII., LXIV., LXV., and CXX. 

The Bishop of Down, here mentioned, has been formerly noticed 
as the brother of Shane O'Neil [see LXIX.], who prevented James 
Mac Caghwell from quietly succeeding to that See. There is no ac- 
count of him in Ware. The fact of his submission is thus given in 
a letter from Thomas Lancaster to Sir W. Cecil, written from 
Drogheda, May 31, 1667. ** The xxix [of this monyth,] ther came 
unto his honor [S' H. Sidney], M9 Gwyer to Drougheda, the thyrd 
beast in all Ullster, and "w^ hym the fayned bushop of Down, who 
of late came from Rome, notwithstandinge he shoud an humble sub- 
missio' : God grant that it be from ther herts as they decUre it out- 
wardly," 

Extract. 
— We do not mislyke to haue the deane of Armagh 
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to be made Archbusshop there^ but do authorize you 
to doo f^ samcy and some oth*' fit man to be placed 
as deane ; ffor we peeiue that by appointing him to 
be areb", the revenues, both temporall & spuall, will 
be better recoverid to that sea, then by namig of 
any pson ells. 

Wee lyke also of the submission of the Busshop of 
Downe, and think it good that he and oth'" whome 
ye shall not fynde meete to expell, be induced to 
submit them selfs, and to take their Bushopricks of us. 
wJier also Oshaghnes shewed his hyalte in takyg of 
y« supposed p'mat which escaped out of our towre of 
Londoy we have sent Ires of thanks to hym a^cordyg 
to your request J and for y* pty^ we thynk it good 
he be brought thyther to Dublyn^ and throughly 
examyned specially of his aydors to escape^ and of 
such as wer therto any wise pve as well as to his 
escape as afor, and except you shall consider any 
thyg to y^ contrary, we wold he shuld be endyted 
and ordred to receave y* which injustyce fie hath de- 
s''vedfor example sake. 

[under date of July 23, 1567.] 

— We think it mete, if you mistrust the indifferency 
in Irland of the tryall of one Creagh, the Counter- 
feated Primate of Armaugh, that he be sent hither 
into England, where it is mete to haue him tryed. 
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and to receave that he hath deserved^ atthauffh 
y* e:cdpk wer much better ther^ to restray the cam 
travhfg to Roome. 



cxv. 



Adam Loflua^ Archbishop of Armagh^ to Sir William 
Cecil; desires that the Archbishop^ s Palace, and the 
Cathedral Church of St. Patrid^s, may not be 
brought within the jurisdiction and liberties of the 
Mayor of Dublin. 

June 16, 1567. [Orig.] 

For the Privileges of the Dean and Chapter of St Patrick's 
Collegiate and Cathedral Church, see Mason's admirable History, 
pagtflS. 

It maye please yo' hono% I do imderstande that the 
Quenes Attorney here and one M' White are pntlie 
to be depetched from hence w^^ a memoriaU of all 
Buche matters as are thought mete to be passed in the 
nexte pliament to be holden here; amongest w^^ 
there is one pointe tendinge to pull awaye the 
auncient pryyiledge of the Archebusshoppes paUaice 
of Dublyn, and the Cathedrall Churche of Sainte 



Digitized 



by Google 



ORIGINAL LETTERS. 309 

Patricks to be brought w*Mn the iurisdiccon and 
librties of the maio' of Dublin^ wherein I shalbe 
greatlie towched^ ptelie remayninge in the place I 
nowe do, and cheifly if I be translated to the 
Bushoprick of Dublin, w*** comethe to me by y' 
honors good meanes; and am so muche the more 
bolde to beseche yo' aide and helpe, that I be not 
made inferio' to suche as hathe bene before me ; and 
the rather for that the same is presumptuoslie sought 
by the Maior and Burgesses of Dublin, not apon eny 
reasonable grounde or cause, but only of arrogancy 
and disdaine, that eny psonage shulde leve so nere 
there nose not subiecte to theme ; ffor the solicitinge 
whereof the saide pties are speciallie enterteyned w**^ 
greate somes of money (as I am credeable enformed) 
w*** makithe me the more to dislike of that enterprise, 
wherof I humble beseche yo' bono' to consider the 
cause, as to yo' wisedome shall seme most fittist. 
Other things there be that be also to be marked, w®^ 
I will not nowe note, not dowtinge but yo' bono' and 
the rest will espie the suttell devises of these people, 
who thinke to worke greate matters by these theire 
wise advocates, especiallie chosen asmuche for private 
respects, as for the publicke affaires, whereof I dowt 
not but yo' bono' and the rest of her highnes honor- 
able counsaile will have dewe regarde : Thus beinge 
bolde to pticipate my opynion of theise things, w**^ 
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yo' bono' only ; I humble take my leave ffirom Dublin 
this xvi«^ of June 1567. 

To' honors most bounden to comande^ 

Ad. Armachan. 

To the right honorable Sir Willm 
Ceceill Knight, principall Secretory 
to the Queues most excellent 
Hajestie. 

[endorsed.] 

16 July, 1667. Arehb. of Armaugh 
to my M' by the Q. Attumey & 
M' White. 



CXVI. 



Terence Danyell^ Dean of Armagh^ to Sir William 
Cecil, accepting of the Archbishoprick of Armagh. 

October 5, 1567. [OngO 

The present letter is an answer from the Dean of Armagh to that 
part of Queen £li2saheth's Dispatch of the preceding 6th of July, in 
which her Majesty had authorized the Lord Deputy to confer the 
Primacy on the Dean. It will appear, however, by the passage 
which follows, in a letter from Cecil to Sidney, dated July 22, 1667, 
that the intended promotion of the Dean was very soon laid aside, 
probably on the opposition of the Lord Deputy himself, — ** I lyke 
well of y® chag" made fro y® deane of Armagh to y® lusty good prest 
lancaster, to be archb. of Armag." Thomas Lancaster was conse- 
crated Archbishop of Armagh, June 13, 1686. 
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Extract.- 
My humble dutie p'mised unto yo% honor sythins it 
hath pleased almyghtie god of his infinit goodnes 
to appoynt yo' honor in King Edwards Regn' to 
sheue me yo' good favo' and great frendshipe^ w*^^ yo' 
honor hath alwaies sithins contynued with-ow* any 
my desart^ for w*^^ I yeld unto yo' hono' most humble 
thanks^ not able to requyt the same by any meanes 
but my poor hart, good wyll, contynuall prayer, and 
daylie travaile in her Ma*^®« srvice, as I have bene 
comaunded by yo' hono', whearof I will neuer seash 
[cease] whyls I have lyf and habilitie of pson : for 
the contynuance of my srvice to her Ma**® I refer the 
declaracon therof unto my L. deputies report, and 
other the Queues Ma**®" gouno" of this Realm for 
the tyme being, sythens the deeth of kyng Henry 
th^eight of ffamus memorie. And for recompens of 
that her gracz srvice and other consyderacons it hath 
pleased her ma**® I should be admitted to the Arche- 
busshopryke of Armagh, And albeit the same is of 
great report yet the revenue small, by this her ma**®« 
most gracius Remembrans and other her ma**®" great 
benefits receaved, I fynd my self most happie to be a 
sbiect and servito' to so noble a ponces, and shall ac- 
cording my dutie, fathfullie srve her grace during lyf, 
wysshing my self ones agayne yong yeres to srve her 
Ma**® pmultos annos ; I have sent by my good L. 
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my L. Deputie my Resolucon in Th'acceptacon of 

the same dignitie, whome I haue found alwaies my 

vearie good L., and the rather by yo^ honors good 

comendacon, for w**^ I humblie besech yo' hono'^ to 

gyve unto his L. hartie thanks. 

[he proceeds with an account of the civil state of 

Irehind^ having accompanied the Lord Deputy in 

his late Ulster Progress, in the course of which he 

observes] 

we take fynall order and securite for ther (the Irish 

Captains) obedience to her ma^*®, and restored the 

busshops and clerge of all that pvince to ther 

anscient libertie from the tyranny and extorcons of 

the same gent, in such good order and comendable 

sort as the lyke was not observed these two hundreth 

yeres past. 

from Rathwyer' this fyft of October, 1567. 

Y' honors daylie orato', 
Terens Danyell Dean Armachan. 

To the Right honorable and hia singuler 

good M' S' WUim Cycill, knight, her 

yUfi^ chief Secreatoire in Engbtnd. 
[endorsed.] 
5 8ber. 1567. The Deane of Armaugh 

to my M', by my L. Deputy, for ac- 

eeptaoon of y« A. B. of Armaugh. 

1 Rathwyer, or Rathmuighe, once an episcopal seat and monastery, 
now reduced to a small Tillage with a church, on the sea-shore of the 
county of Antrim. 
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CXVII. 

Hugh Brady y BisJuyp of Meath, to Sir William Cecil. 
Malicious reports against him; trusts that he unll 
suspend judgment^ and further his suit for the pay- 
ment of his first fruits. The Dean of Christ Church 
most fit for the Primacy. The Lord Chancellor, the 
patron of virtue and godly modesty. 

Nov. 27, 1567. [Orig. Holograph.] 

Bishop Brady accompanied the present letter to Cecil with the 
recommendatory Epistle from the Lord Justices and Council which 
follows ; we may observe by the way, in this place, that it does not 
want the signature of Adam Loftus, although that Prelate had not 
scrupled but a twelvemonth before to use very derogatory expres- 
sions against the character of his Lordship. [See XCYIII.] The 
Dean of Christchurch at this period was John Garvey, afterwards 
Bishop of Kilmore, and eventually Primate in 1589. 

Of the extraordinary merit of Dean and Chancellor Weston there 
remains ample proof. See Mason's St. Patrick's, p. 171. 

I am sure (ryght honourable) malicious and sinist^ 
reportt, wich hardli a ma of my vocation shal 
escheue^ nameli among this so wreched and spiteful 
a generation, hath giuen su occasion of bending 
August is sentens towardes me, for the wich, as I most 
Ipvingli thanke yo' honou', so deme I yo' honou' 

B e 
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scarseli discharged in dueti so supficialli to pass ou~ 
to me so weighti a mattre ; and therfor I most hubli 
require yo", for that jo were the oneli mean and in- 
strument of my calling to this functio'^ and for the 
love yo" beare to men of my callinge^ yo" wil wouch- 
saulf more largli to chai^ me with what yo~ haue 
herd of me^ in the mean time susspending creditt 
untill I haue for my self answered. 
I trust the spirit of god so ruleth you that as that 
yo" will not for anny respect be a hinderer of my 
sute to her ma^ ; a hinderer yo" wilbe onless yo~ take 
upon yo' to be therof a further ; yo' honou" hath 
plentifulli blessed other that hadd not so much nede 
as I haue^ I trust to god yo~ haue also reserved a 
blessing for me. 

Sins my cdmyng hether^ but chefeli the time of this 
last warr, I haue spent al I could gett upon hospi- 
talitie, besides the charges of a preacher and of a fire 
scole erected upon my oune chaises, wich with the 
beggari of my clei^ not able to pai ther xx^ part, 
wherof I am accomptable^ and brought in the casshe 
of 2 hudereth and forti pound Irish, which alredi I 
have paid, and resting in debt yett of that xx*^ part, 
Ixx" xvj» X* ob. and of my first fixites twoo hudereth 
twenti foure poundes, bysides that I haue alredie of 
thes first frutes paid seven scor and nyne poundes, 
wich debt, as the lord god knoweth, I am not able 
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to discharge^ if it mai please yo' honou' of yo' ac- 
customed goodnes and pitie towards me in such 
miseri to extend yo' goodnes toward me^ in helping 
to releve this my present carefuU necessitie, wherin, 
as I alredie stand most debt bound, so during my 
life shall yo' honou' neu' find me so unthankfull a^ 
hetherto I haue bene, wich fault I frankli confesse 
with faithful promes of sheiw of a mendment, thus 
beseeching the almighti god to sture yo' hert to the 
furthering of this my quiet, and habilitie the bettre 
to discharg my dueti to god and my poor cutri, I 
hubli take my leve, at Dublin, this 27 of Octobre, 
1567. 

Yo' honoures most bounden well wilier, 

H. Mideii. 

Post. (I haue presumed to comend unto my L. 
deputie the fittest in my opinion of this ciitri birth 
for the primaci, the dean of Christechurch here in 
dublin, the serwant and chaplin of th'^erl of Sussex, 
a ma veri much travelled amongs the Irishri, grave 
and well lemed, a sharp preacher in the Irish 
tonge.) 

at the veri sealing herof, ryght honourable, it came 

into my mynd what Injuri I shuld do to vertu and 

£ e 2 
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wel deserving if I shuld with silens pass the good I. 
Chancelou% the patron of vertu and godli modestly I 
speake it befor Ood^ as I think one of the greatest 
blessings that eu~ god bestowed on this wrechet cutri 
by the sending of one ma to them^ so as if the good 
1. deputi, and he ons again mete here^ happeli ther is 
great hope of such reformation as netf happened 
here. 

To the right honorable S^ 
WilTm CecileykiughtyprTn. 
eypall Secrefttory To the 
Qnenes Maiestie. 

[endorsed.] 

27 9br, 1667. 
B. of Meth to my M'. 
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CXVIII. 

TTie LordSy Justices, and Council of Ireland^ to the 
Lords of the Privy Council in England. The earnest 
proceedings of Hugh Brady ^ Bishop of Meath, in 
setting forth the Gospel^ both in English and Irish, 
His poor Estate as to the payment of his first 
fruitSy ^c; an earnest recommendation that he should 
be disburt?iened of that debt by Her Highnesses 
princely favour. 

Oct. 27, 1567. [Orig.] 

The use of the Irish language, by the Bishop of Meath and a few of 
the preceding Prelates, in their sermons, has been already noticed ; 
it appears, however, by the following note, that the government at 
home were not unmindful of the equal, if not still greater importance 
of printing the New Testament in the Irish language ; a work which 
was not actually completed till 1603, although Irish type had been, as 
it is recorded by Ware, introduced into Ireland in 1571, by Nichohis 
Walsh and John Eemey; a Catechism, written by the latter, being 
said to be the first book printed in Irish characters. 

** Remembrances taken upon the accompte of S' Willm" fitzwillm", 
Knight, by the com'issions of the same xe. 

''Itm', wheare her maiestie hathe paid Ixvi^ xiii> iiij^ to the 
busshoppes there for the making of carects for the testemet in irishe, 
that oneles they do presently put the same in prmt, her maiestie may 
be repaid xc." 

[endorsed by Cecil.] *^ ISO?, RemembnuTs uppd Br WmFUxwmt 
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Our most humble duties to your honoures premysed, 
beinge moved w^ the consideracon of the sufficiency 
of the reverend father Heugh Brady^ Bushope of 
Methe, in the founction of his office pastorall, and 
his earnest and carefull settinge foorthe of her Ma^ 
most godly proceadings, and sincere preachinge gods 
most holy gospell, as well in the Englishe, as the 
Irishe tounge^ uppon the confynes heere, to the right 
good edefienge of many of the ruder sorte, and no 
lesse aluringe of the resedue ; emonge other things 
he hath erected a scoole for the better educacion of 
the youthe wHn his dioces at his proper costes, be- 
sides the intertaynement he hath hetherto gevyne to 
a learned preacher, to healpe him in that founction 
w^^n his sayd dioces ; as also w* the respecte of his 
dishabillitie to mainetayne hospitalitie, or to repayre 
his decayed mancions or churches w®^ were become 
very menus before his entry to the same, and by 
reason of the late northen warres, where- by his L. 
lands for the most parte there borderinge^ were 
remayninge as wast, and of diveres other vagarant 
keame, w*^ have and doo still wast diveres of his 
tennants; and remayninge also indepted presently 
to her Ma^ as he hath declared unto us, in certaine 
severall sumes of mony, w*^^ chefely have growne by 
reason of the unhabilyte and evyle payment of his 
cleargie, of there twenty parte due to her Ma*®, and 
by him answered in her highnes excheker, amountinge 
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in the whole to three hundred and ode pounds, and 
ten pence halpeny, w®^ payment (as he afirmeth) was 
in amaner made by him selfe, w*owt any great heaipe 
of them, by reason of ther pouertie as aforesayd, and 
also for parcels of his first frutes of that bushopprike, 
at the feast of the anonciation, 1567, Ixxiiij*^ xiiij* dewe 
ahready, and at the same feast, 1568, yet to come 
Ixxiiij^* xiiij% and at the sayd feast, 1569, Ixxiiij^ 
xvi*** ob. amountinge for thos first fruts ccxxiiij^* 
iiij^ over and besids that for the resedue of thos 
first fruts the sayd Bushop hath already payd 
to her Ma** sayd use cxlix*^ viii% growne dewe 
for his first two payments at the sayd feast in 
the yeres 1565 and 1566, as he afirmeth : flbr w*^^ 
respects with diveres otheres overlonge to trouble 
yo' honoures w*all; we have thought it not un- 
fittinge to our duties to advartis yo' honoures, the 
sayd Bushopes present poore estate, to be by your 
honoures charitably considered ; voutsauinge to stand 
therin his gracious good lords, and to be meanes to 
her highnes of her princely favoure and grace therin, 
to be extended ; as it shalbe pleasinge to her highnes, 
where-by the rather, yf it may so stande w* her 
highnes lykinge, to disborden the sayd poore Bushope 
of thos debtes ; besids he standeth to her Ma^® for 
her former clemency and goodnes most straight 
bounden, he also may henceforth be enhabeled the 
better to serve god and her highnes in his founction 
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and callinge, and mayntayne his begune commendable 
hospitalite, and to be encoraged to the perseveringe 
of his good proceadingS; rather then w* constraint of 
furder dishabilite growing on him, to be (against his 
owne will and good zeale), disinhabeled from the 
executinge of the effectuall ministerie of his sayd 
founction and charge, w^^ amongest this people con- 
sisteth not a littell in feadinge of the poore, and 
keepinge good hospitalitie. and thus leavinge any 
further to trouble yo' good 11. but wishinge to the 
same all godly and happy honoure and prosperitie, 
doo humbly take o' leave, firom Dublyne, this 
xxvii*»» of October, 1567. 

Yo' 11. humble at commandment, 

Robert Weston. Adam Dublin. W. FytzwylUams. 
Robt Dyllon. Jo Pluket. H. Draycott. 
James Bathe. lohn Chaloner. Thomas Cusake. 

To the right honorable the IT and 
others of her Ma^ honorable privye 
Coanselly on her highnes p^son at- 
tendant, 

[endorsed.] 
27 8br. 1567. The U. Justices and 

Counsell in Irland to y^ Counsell 

here, 
for discharg of certen first fruits, etc. 

being due by ye B. of Methe. 
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CXIX. 

Adam Lofttis, Archbishop of Dublin^ to Sir William 
Cecily recommending one Mr. Cartwright^ B.D., 
Fellow of THnity College^ Cambridge^ to be ap- 
pointed to the vacant See of Armagh. 

December 5, 1567. [Orig.] 

Thomas Cartwright, B.D., '' a man of noted learning/' says 
Watson, in bis Life of Hooker, but of the same bitter Puritan 
School of which Loftus was so great a supporter, was bom about 
1635, and educated at St. John's College, Cambridge, afterwards 
Fellow of Trinity College, and Margaret Professor of Divinity. In 
1670 he was expelled the University for nonconformity, and became 
minister to the English at Antwerp. He was afterwards Master of 
the Earl of Leicester's Hospital, at Warwick, " where he lived quietly 
and grew rich." tfe died in 1602. 

Daniel, Dean of Armagh, was probably intended by the Arch- 
bishop as one of those who were unworthy of the livings and cures 
which they had already ; as not certainly belonging to the Calvinistick 
School of clergy, of whom his Grace was the patron. 

Although I haue suffyeyently provid yo' care & 
readynes to promote and fiurther the service and 
glorye of god, yet haue I thought good in discharge 
of myne owne dewtie and consyence, w*^ these fewe 
lynes to becom an humble suter to yo' bono' (as 
often heartofore I have bene), that in the great 
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multydude of busynes wherew*'' contynually y« are 
wont to be ou laded, yt wold pleese you to remember 
the myserable state and condycon of this pore 
Churche of Ireland, and specyally that wheare the 
Archbusshoprike of Ardmaghe is nowe p'sently vacant 
y* would be meane it may be bestowed on som godly 
& leamid man, and thus to trouble you I am the rather 
movid, for that I understand there be som that serve 
and labore for it, w°^ be unworthy, (in the Jugement 
of honest and godly men,) the lyvings and cures that 
they have already: — I dubte not yo' bono' con- 
syderith, that although the profytts of that Busshop- 
ryke be very small, yet the place and auctorytie is 
verey great, and thearfore as a godly leamyd man in 
that Rowme myght profytt and do muche good. 
So an ungodly and ignorant man might hinder, and 
do muche harme, I have thought it my parte therfor, 
not only to put you in mynd hearof, but also to 
comend unto you, one whom I knowe for his excel- 
lent leamynge and godly lyfe worthely mete for 
suche a place and dignitie, I meane one M' Cart- 
wryght, a bachelo' of dyvynitie, and feUowe of 
Trynytie Collage in Cambryge, who used hym self 
so godly (duringe his abode w^ me in Ireland) bothe 
in lyfe and doctryne that his absence from hence is 
no small greef and sorowe to all the godly and fayth- 
fuU heare ; wold god the pore churche of Ireland 
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myght obteyne thus muche of you, (for suarly I 
wryte not in myne owne name, but in the name of 
all the faythfull heare,) it myght thinke it self to have 
gotton no small treasure and benefytt, and con- 
tynually bound to be thankefuU to god for yo«" bono' ; 
who the lyvinge god presarve in longe lyfe and 
prosperytie to the comfort and benefyte of his church : 
ffrom Dublin, the v*^ daye of December, 1567, 

Your honoures at comandment, 

Adam Dublin. 

To the right honorable S' Wmm 
Cycyle Knight, principall Secre« 
tory to the Queues mooste ex- 
cellent Maiestye. 

[endorsed.] 

5xb'rl667. Tharchb, of Dublin 
to my M', 
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CXX. 

Petition from Miler Husset/y to the Lords of Her 
Miyesty^s Privy Council, in favour of Richard 
Creaghf the Titular Archbishop of Armagh, lately 
escaped out of the Castle of Dublin, that his life may 
be spared, as his {the petitioner's) honour is en- 
gaged. 

Dec. 22, 1567, [Original.] 

The fact of Creagli*s appreheiunon is thus noticed in a letter from 
Thomas Lancaster to Cecil, from Drogheda, May 31, 16679 '^ fnrder, 
yo' honor shall understand that the last of apprell, O'Shaghnes 
app Jiended the ficte (t. e, fictitious) p^mate of Ardmaghe that stale owt 
of the towre of London, who my Lord is reddy to send agayne, trust- 
ing he shall be better kept herafter." In answer, Her Majesty 
^ allowed right well" of this service of the apprehension of Creagh, 
whom she terms ** an unloyal subject of the land, beying a feyned 
busshoppe, who not long before brake out of or tower of London." 
Creagh died in the Tower of London in 1585. 

To the Lordes of the Queenes Ma^<^' moste honora- 
ble pryyie Counsaile. Moste humblye sheweth unto 
yo' honorable Lordships, yo' supplyant, Meyler 
Hussey of Ireland, gent., and servant to the right 
honorable the Earle of Ealdare; whereas, one 
Richard Crevaughe, otherwise called Busshop Cre-. 
vagh, made a scape oute of the Castell of Dublin 
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this last winter, whereupon the right honorable S' 
Henry Sidney, L. deputie, caused proclamacon to 
be made, that who could apprehend and bringe in the 
said busshop Creuagh shtdd have fourtie Poundes 
sterlinge for his paines ; and the said Earle of Kil- 
dare bavinge intelligence of the forsaid scape, made 
earnest pursute after the said Crevagh by sondrie 
waies with nombre of people, comittinge the 
chardge of the said people to yo' supplyant; and 
havinge sought all the meanes possible to find the 
said Crevaugh, with great travaile and hazzard of 
lyfe ; yet in no wise could he be foimd untill such 
tyme as yo' supplyant was sworne not to discou" or 
bringe him forthe, till aswell the L. Deputie, as also 
the Earle had promised upon their honors to be a 
meane to the Queenes Ma^* to save the said Cre- 
vaugh's lyfe, in consideracon whereof, and for that 
yo' said supplyant hath so sworne, and myndeth not 
to chardge hir highnes with the foresaid fourtie 
poundes menconed in the proclamcon, as also in 
recompence of his true and faithfuU service don to 
hir highnes in greatter causes, as is well knowen 
to the light honorable the L* Deputie, and the 
rest of hir highnes pry vie Counsell there ; he humbly 
besecheth yo' honor* to be a meane to her Ma*** that 
it wold please hir highnes of her accustomed cle- 
mencye to graunt pardon of life to the said Cre- 
vaughe, whereby yo' orators othe and creddit in 

p f 
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his contry may be saved; otherwise he shall neu" 
have creddit in his said contry, nor be well thoght 
of, neither hereafter be hable to serve hir Ma^ 
accordinge to his bounden dewtie in the licke 
attempt. And yor said supplyant as he is most 
bounden shall praie for the longe contynuance of yo< 
most honorable estates. 

[endoned] 
Myler Honey, of Ireland, 
for pdd for Orevangk y« 
Bukcpp. 



CXXI. 



The examination of Richard Creagh, taken apparently 
before Sir William Cecil. 

1567. [Original minute in Cecil's handwriting.] 

By Pert here mentioned, is intended Captain William Pierce, a 
celebrated " Irish Captain'' of the period, from whom Sir John Piers, 
of Tristemagh Abbey, in the oonnty of Westmeath, is the ninth in 
descent. He it was who cut off Shane O'Neil's head, after his 
murder and betrayal at Cushendon, and claimed the reward of a 
thousand marks offered by proclamation to him who should bring up 
his head. See O'Donovan's Annals of the Four Masters, p. 1 620, note. 

A frear, y« B of Downe', cam to Creagh abowt 
august, 1566: he went to Shan Oneyle, being in an 

> The brother of Shane O'Neil, see pp. 169. 192. 306. 
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Hand called Inish darell' in copany w^ the B of 

Downe, and dyned w^ Shan uppo~ a Wednesday^ w* 

who' was Tyrlough Le'nogh '. 

he asked of Shan whyth" he had receaued y^ copy of 

a Ire fro" y« Pope and reqred his favor, w*^^ Shan 

ofired to hym. 

The sayd Shan was then redy to goo w* powre 

ageynst Pera^ and willed this examynat to subscribe 

a Ire by which the frears of Knockfergus wer 

willed to depart fro Knockfergus, or ells they shuld 

be spoyled. 

he sayth y* Shane told hym y* if he shuld goo w^ 

powre ageynst Knockfergus, then if they wold not 

dep J; they shuld repent, and after this Shane made the 

iorney, 

he sayth y* y« next sddey followy'g Shan Oneyle 

ca" to Armagh wher this examynat preched afor 

Shan and Tyrlogh Le'nogh and Hugh Odo'nell. 

At an other tyme, when Shan had made a jomaye 

into O'Donell's [country?] and had hanged a prest, 

this examynat went to Dondavall^ to Shan, who 

req^red absolucio* of hym ; but this examynat cold 



> Inifih dareU. Probably an lalaiid in a freshwater lake near Clon- 
Darelly county Armagh. 

s Tnrlough Luineachy the son of Niall Ck>nanagh, after the death 
of Shane, or John, styled, O'Neill. 

* For Dondavall, see p. 289, note, it appears to be the same as 
Dundayally, or Dmiavally. 

Ff 2 
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not abaolve hynij for y^it belo'ged to y* aucthorite of 
y* pope. 

At another tyme Shan ca" to Armagh to bury his 
brother, wher this examynat was; Shan 0*Neyie 
told hym y* he shuld be well used, and haue his 
chirch as honorably as ev" any archbish. had. This 
examynat sayth yt an Irish ma whom he had sene 
w^ Shan in howshold told hym y* he was sent into 
Monster to John M* an Erie for to ayde Shan, but y® 
pty cold not gett into Monster because y* L. 
Depute was at Lymeryck, he sayth y* he hard Shan 
report y* he trusted to have faver of Iho, of 
Desmod. 

[endoned] 
ex Creagh. 
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Aga&d, Mr., officer of the mint, 

31. 
Alderchnrch [St Mary Alder- 

Mai7], first fruits of, 188. 
Alen, Sir John, Letter to, 36. 
■ -, Deposition of, 

65. 
Archdeacons, to be restored, 9. 
Argyle, the Earl of, 269, n. 
Armagh, the absenting of Dow- 

dal, Archbishop of, 61. 
— — , the Cathedral bnmt, 

89.288. 
— — , Archbishoprick, the 

Profits of the, 278. 
' ,accep- 

ted by Terence Daniel, 310. 

, void, 

62. 61. 321. 

-, Dean of, to be Pri- 



mate, 168. 
Arnold, Sir Nicholas, 136. 



Bagnall, Sur Ralph, 67* 

BaUymagir, 267. 

Basnet, Edward, Dean of St. Pa- 
trick's, 69. 71. 

Basnett, William, claims the 
Deanery of St. Patrick's, 107. 

Bathe, Robert, 18. 

Beard, Mr., recommended to be 
made Bishop of Kildare, 133. 
140. 



Bellingham, Sir Edward, Letters 

of, 26. 30. 

, Mr., 15. 

Benefices, to be annexed to the 

University, 7* 
Bicton, James, 49. 
Bishop, the Blind, in O'Doherty's 

Country, 38, 39. 
Bishops to be sent to Ireland, 9. 
— — , negligence of the Irish, 

63. 
Bishopricks, void in Ireland, 

anno 1661-2, lOLl 15. 

, not to be granted, 

but by Inibrmation of the De- 
puty, 27. 
Bodekin, Christopher, Arch- 
bishop of Tuam, Letter of, 16. 
Bonner, Bishop, Arraignment of, 

176. 
Brabason, Sir W., 66. 
Brady, Hugh, Bidiop of Meath, 

Letters of, 130. 136. 160. 

179. 187. 200. 244. 264. 272. 

313. 

, to be Bishop of 

Meath, 126. 



139. 
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-, consecration of, 
-, charges against. 



-, recommended to 
be made Archbishop of Dub- 
lin, 238. 242. 
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Bndvy Hugh. Reoommendation 

of, 317. 
, unfit to be Arch- 

biahop of Dublin, 269. 
Brady, John, reoommended to 

the Biahopriek of the Branny 

[Kilmora], 43. 
Branny, Bidioprick of the, 43. 
Broraton, John, Letter of, 28. 
Brawne, George, Arahbishop of 

Dablin, Interrogations against, 

18. 

y Letter of, 64. 

Bulls, sorrendered, 43. 

Butler, Edmund, Arahbishop of 

Gsahel, Letter of, 14. 



Gimbridge, two young men sent 

from, 245. 282. 
Gtrtwright, Thomas, recommen- 
ded to the See of Armagh, 

321. 
Cashel, Archbishoprick of^ Toid, 

62. 61. 206. 
Gayenagh, Daniel, to be Bishop 

of Lttghlin,292. 298. 
Cecil, Sir William, Letter of, 

231. 

, Opinion as to 

the Conversion of St. Patrick's 

into a University, 160. 
Censures, Ecclesiastical, Dow- 

dal's Petition to Queen Mary, 

ralating to, 82. 
Chancellor of Iraland, the Enter- 
tainment of, 303. 
Chantries, Dissolution of, 12. 
Charles Y. the Emperor, 178. 
Christ Church, the Dean of, 19. 

69. 7L 
Church Plate, to be sent to the 

Mint, 31. 
Groods, Inventories to be 

made of, 40. 
aement. Dr. 167. 
Clonfert, Bishop of, uncle to the 

Eari of Clanrickard, 61. 
Cobham, Lord, 66. 
Coldough, Mr. Anthony, 32. 



College to be erected in Dublin, 

126. 
of the State, St. Patrick's 

to be converted into a, 266. 
Commission for Causes Ecclesi- 
astical, 209. 213. 272. . 
Common-Prayer, Books of, 47. 
Cowley, Walter, Letter of, 36. 
Craik, Alexander, Bishop of Kil- 

dara, Letten of, 96. 101. 104. 

106. 
Creagh, Richard, Titdar Arah- 

biwop of Armagh, Answers of, 

164. 
. Examination 



of, 171. 326. 
of, 176. 
287. 



Explanation 
Letter of, 



Dublin, 306. 
vour of, 324. 



-, to be sent to 

-, Petition in &- 

-, Apprehended, 
324. 

Croft, Sir James, Letters of, 61. 
63. 

Curwin, Archbishop of Dublin, 
Letters of, 142. 146. 161. 240. 
248. 263. 304. 

, the suit of, 124. 260. 

— — , the racall of, recom- 
mended, 200. 

, Accusations against, 276. 

-, Translation to Oxford, 



284.300. 

Cusack, Sir Thomas, to be Chan- 
cellor, 126. 

9 Letter o^ 



Daly, Robert, to be Bishop of 
KUdara, 149. 

, Bishop of Eildara, 

Letter of, 203. 

Daniel, Terance, Dean of Ar- 
magh, to be Primate, 124. 222. 
229. 
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Daniel, Terence, Dean of Armagh, 

Letter of, 310. 
Desmond, Earl of, 19. 

, Grerald, Earl of, Let- 
ters of, 109. 115. 
Devereux, Alexander, Bishop of 
Ferns, wastes done by, 237. 

^ Death of, 264. 

-, Nicholas, Letter of, 



267. 



', John, to be Bishop of 



Ferns, 267. 277* 

-,nnfit 



to be 
Bishop of Ferns, 271. 
Dowdall, Greorge, Archbishop of 

Armagh, Letters of, 36. 79. 

— — — , private Suits of, 82. 

Down, Bishoprick of, vacant, 133. 

— ' " ' ■■ " ■■ '■ — , for Shane 

O'Neill's brother, 169. 192. 

, Submission of the Popish 



Bishop of, 306. 
f O'Neill, the Popish Bishop 

of, mentioned, 326. 
Draycot, Henry, suit of, 186. 
Dublin, the Archbishoprick of, 

the value of, 303. 
,the 

privileges of, 308. 
Dudley, Lord Robert [Earl of 

Leicester], 97. 112. 123. 

, Ambrose, 97. 1 12. 

Dunboyne, the Rectory of, 214. 
Dundavally, or Dundavell, 289. 

327. 

Elizabeth, Queen, Letters of, 121. 

124. 149. 156. 158. 277. 298, 

299.306. 
Elphin, Bishoprick of, 51. 
Esam, John, Letter to, 26. 

Field, or Fyllye, Thomas, Bishop 

of Leighlin, submission of, 

92. 
Field, or Fyllye, Thomas, death 

of, 246. 
Fitzwalter, Lord, the opinion 

of, respecting the Church, 

76. 



Fitzwilliam, Mr., Letter to, 30. 
Free Schools to be erected, 
10. 



Gkifhey, Christopher, to be Arch- 
bishop of Cashel, 156. 

to be Bishop 

of Ossory, 231. 252. 259. 

Garvey, John, Dean of Christ- 
church, recommended for the 
Primacy, 315. 

€k>azago, Cardinal, 172. 

Goldwell, pretended Bishop of 
St. Asaph, 175. 

Goodman, Chx^stopher, recom- 
mended to be Archbishop of 
Dublin, 284. 290. 

Gorye, Robert, suit of, 190. 



Hereford, Curwin, Archbishop of 
Dublin, desires to be translated 
to, 94. 

Hiffeman, Edmund, recom- 
mended for the See of Cashel, 
109. 

Hopp, Walter, suit of, 161. 

Hussey, Miler, Petition of, 324. 



Idolatry, &e., abolishment of, 

35. 
Inish-darell, 327. 
Injunctions for the Church, King 

Edward YI.'s, 30. 50. 
— — — Ecclesiastical, 140. 
Instmetions of the King [Edw. 

YI.] and Council, 39. 
— — — required by Sir 

James Croft, 50. 

> to Sir Anthony St. 



Leger to restore the Mass, 
75. 

to the Earl of 



Sussex, 90. 



for Sir Henry 
Sidney, 206. 211. 
Irish language, characters for 
Prmting the, 317. 
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Jewel, Bishop, reoommeiidB Mac- 

eavill, afterwards Archbishop 

of Cashel, 263. 
Johnson, one, a suitor for the 

Bishopriek of Ossory, 228. 
Jostioes, the Lord, and Council 

of Ireland, Letter of, 317. 



Kildare, Bishopriek of, to whom 
the Deputy shall think fit, 
34. 

Kilkenny, the Soyereign of. Let- 
ter of, 32. 

Deanery of, 49. 

Kilmainham, Si. John's Chamber 
at, 66. 

KUmore, Bishopriek of, 43. 

Knox, John, mentioned 2S9, n. 



Lacy, Hugh, Bishop of Limerick, 

172. 
Lancaster, Thomas, Bishop of 

Kildare, recommended to the 

See of Ossory, 62. 
Lectures, four, to be established 

in the University, 12. 
Leech, William, suit of, 183. 186. 

261. 
Lettrell, Justice, 19. 
Leverous, Thomas, recommended 

to a Bishopriek, 61. 
Limerick Bishopriek, question as 

to its vacancy, 206. 
Litany in Englidi, to be used, 91. 
Loftus, Adam, the appointment 

of, to the See of Armagh, 98. 

101. 119. 
i Archbishop of Ar- 
magh, Letters of, 184. 194. 

198. 214. 226. 242. 255. 267. 

259. 261. 263. 269. 274. 278. 

280. 282. 289. 296. 308. 321. 
-, to be Bishop of 



Kildare and Dean of St. Pa- 
trick's, 124. 158. 

y to be Bishop of 

Meath, 238. 



Loftus, Adam, Archbishop of Ar- 
magh, to be Archbidiop of 
Dublin, 294. 

Loftus, Adam, Archbishop of Ar- 
magh and Bishop Brady, Let- 
ters of, 133. 192. 

Lomelinus, Cardinal, 173. 

Luttrell, Parson, 19. 



Mac-Carde, More, 59. 
Maccavill, James, to be Arch- 

bishop of Cashel, 263. 280. 
' to be Bishop 

of Down, 156. 
• prevented 

from taking possession of the 

See of Down by O'Neill's bro- 
ther, 192. 
Mac-Kartie, C, Petition of, 78. 
Mass, to be restored, 76. 
frequented by the Nobility 

and chief Grentlemen, 196. 
Mayor of Dublin, the Jurisdiction 

of, 308. 
Meath, Bishopriek of, vacant, 

104. 
Miagh, William, Bishop of Kil- 

dure, death of, 26. 
Molam, or Motbam, Thomas, 

173. 
Moronus, Cardinal, 169. 172. 

174. 



Navan, or the Novam, 23, 24. 



O'Donel, Con, Letter of, 39. 
O'Neill, Popish Bishop of Down, 
submisfflon of, 306. 

Shane, ihe Rebellion of, 



278. 

. mentioned, 326. 

Turlough-Luineach,men- 

tioned, 327. 
Onnond, Earl of, mentioned, 

49. 
— — the Countess Dowager, 

mentioned, 15. 
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Ossory, the Biahoprick of,yacaat, 
42. 45. 61. 206. 

Oxford, See of, giveii to Arch- 
bishop Curwin, 240. 

-— ^ without an Epis- 
copal Residence, 304. 



Pady,Dayid,a8si8ts Craik, Bishop 
of Kildare, 111. 

Palatyne, Walter, Letter of, 20. 

Parys, George, mentioned, 37, 
38. 

Pembroke, the Earl of. Letter t09 
151. 

Pierres, or Pierce, Captain Wil- 
liam, mentioned, 292. 326. 

, Letter of, 132. 

Pmchbeck, Geoffry, suit of, 161. 
191. 

Popery, Articles for the Re-esta- 
blishment of, 76. 

Premunire, Statute of, referred 
to, 78. 

Priest, desirous of ministering 
according to the order that 
shall be set forth, 28. 

Priests of Kilkenny, to appear 
before the Lord Deputy, 32. 

Private suits, memoranda of, 
92. 

Puritans, scruples of the, 203. 

Puritan Principles of Ardibishop 
LoftuB, 216. 



Quin, or Coyn, John, Bishop of 
Limerick, mentioned, 47. 



Rathmuighe, 312. 
Reformation, Book of, 21. 
Russell, Sir John, 25. 



Sackville, Mr., 165. 
Service, to be in English or Irish, 
40. 

Latm, translation of, 47. 

Shrewsbury, the Earl of, 267. 



Sidney, Sir Henry, Letters of, 
229. 233. 238. 246. 250. 252. 
264. 284. 286. 292, 293. 

^-^ — Opinion upon 

the Instructions devised for 
him, 210. 

Sidney, Lady, 88. 

Skiddy, Roger, Bishop of Cork by 
the Queen's Letters Patent, 
115. 

Somerset, Lord Protector, Let- 
ters of, 31 . 34. 

Staple8,Edward,Bishopof Meath, 
Letters of, 22. 87. 

Stephens, Mr., desires a Service 
in the Church, 20. 

St. Asaph, Goldwell, the pre- 
tended Bishop of, mentioned, 
165. 

St. Leger, Sir Anthony, Letters 
of, 41. 43. 45. 47, 48. 

■ accused 

of Papistical practices, 55. 65. 

St. Patrick's, the Plate of, to be 

sent to Bristol, 4. 31 . 
the Dean of, to be 

appointed Primate, 51. 

■ — the Deanery of, held 
by Craik, 106. 

, the Deanery of, 

which Loftus desires to hold 
with the See of Dublin, 295. 

St. Patrick's Cathedral, the Sur- 
vey and alteration of, 140. 151. 
208. 212. 226. 235. 256. 

Sussex, the Earl of. Letters of, 
94.98.117.119. 



Termonfeghin, Nunnery at, 83. 

Travers, Sir John, 42. 65. 

Tuam, the Dean of, to be con- 
firmed in his Deanery, 92. 

Tyrone, the Earl of, 58. 

y the son of the Earl of, 

51. 

University, schemes for the En- 
dowment of a, 5. 151. 208. 225. 
256. 



Digitized 



by Google 



836 



INDBX. 



Univvraity, the neoeasity for t^ 

200. 
Usher, John, reoommendation of, 

164. 



Vernoo, Mr., Boit of, 242. 244. 



Wal8h,or Wtih, Patrick,BiBhop 

of Meftth, 87. 104. 220. 
Waucop, Robert, <<The Blind 

Biflhop,** 36. 
Weston, Dr., to be Dean of St. 

Patrick's and Chancellor of 

Ireland, SOO. 



Weston, Dr., invested in his of- 
fices, 804. 
1 Dean of St. Patrick's, 

praise of, 316. 
Wolf, David [the Pope's Nnn- 

do]. Commission given by, 

128. 

, aoeoont of, 171. 

Wroth, Sir Thomas, Letter of, 

164. 

' , praise Qf, 

136. 
, and Sir 

Nicholas Arnold, Letter of, 

139. 



THB END. 



GiLBBRT Si KiviMOTOX, Piintcrt, St. John's Square, London. 



Digitized 



by Google 



Digitized 



by Google 



This book may be kept 




b89070988183a 



Digitized 



by Google 




' r;j y 




Digitized 



by Google 



